
The Committee recommends that the Government investigate ithe need for legislation 
relating fa, it& fraxspmf ofhspital wastes a c r w  borders rrnd implement an appropriate 
,strafe@ to reduce the risks asmhted with the transport and treatment of hospital wastes 
(P)ara~aph 3,105). 

g or planned initiatives for reduring the risks associated 
port of hospital wastes, additional legislation is unlikely to be 

required. Pour separate but related national initiatives exist to reduce the 
risks associated with the trmpo~, storage and treatment of hospital wastes: 

s tor the Management of Clinical and Related 
astes', whi& provide the overarching framework for the 

agemepat of hospifhal wastes; 



Gaidelhes have been well received. Most hospitals have made 
dehes in developing their own waste policy and procedures. 

The Guidebes recome. coding standards for the three most hazardous 
categories of dhsbicd wastes (i.e. infectious, cytotoxic m d  radioactive wastes). 
These standards are now weH adopted throughout Australia. 

h relation to khe transport of hospital wastes, the Guidelines also 
recornend4  h a t  in a&ening to local transport regulations, reference 
should also be made no the "wtralian Code for the Transport of Dangercrw 

could be considered, however, States and 
to ascertain whether they have experienced 

6em h ed~rcing khe relevant requirements of the Australian Code 
rally endorsed by all States and Territories. They should also be 
rder to Q e t e h e  whether ehey are satisfied with the Code in 
transport of hospital wastes. If any State finds that the 

e does not adequately address the issue of hospital wastes, 
sf for the State to initiate revision of the Code. 

T i e  third atia.k;ve affecting the tmnsp~rt of hospital wastes across State and 
d Guidelines for the Management of Was*: 

tion System'. These Guidelines have been 

stances, pathogenic substances, 
substances, and wastes from the 

The system requires that the local authority in the receiving State or 
r o p s d  movement of waste, and that the waste is 
amport certificate thrQughcaut its movement. 

eve in Victoria md South Australia and is being 
d New South Wales, The Guidelines are also 

CC endorsement. 

h addition, the Na~ana8 cupational Health and Safety Commission 
( N O F S )  is developing a national standard for the storage and handling of 

ntly some hospital waste is classified as Class 6.2 
om Substances). It is anticipated that the storage 
E w ~ E  be covered by the fin&sed standard. 

1: will, however, be hpor$ant to emure that these Initiatives are 
, avoid duplication and are implemented in a co-ordinated 
d d  be assisted by increased consdtation with the relevant 
mibk for the management of hospi"d wastes. 
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TLte Committee recornmen fha t approuals for the construction of incinerators should 
include recycling ar,d waste fo energyfacilities (Paragraph 3.1071. 

o w e d &  considers that incineration with waste-to-energy 
poten~afiy feasible option for waste management but it would 

n& to be justified on environmentd, social and economic grounds. While 
c waste is currently not widely used in Australia, the 

ration of any h ~ e r a t i o n  facility should be within strict 
Mdehes and indude a waste-to-energy capacity. 

determination of these guidelines is presently shared 
Territory Governments, and the 
onment Protection Council (NEPC) will 

promote a national appr~ach to the setting of environment protection 
measures in refevwt areas of waste management. 

granting of approvals for the construction of 
lies with the State and Territory Governments rather 

8. As such it would be most appropriate 
nts to determine what conditions artre 
4 a r  hincinerators. 

istent with the position taken by ANZECC and 

~ ~ m i d e r e d  the draft report of the Endependent; 
Pmel on 'dntractable Wastef which had k e n  established to investigate the 
extent and prdudon of sdwduled waste and alternative disposal 
twholo@es, md decided to abandon the proposal to establish a centralised 
hi& temperaue waste disposal facility. 

This decision reflected a conceptual shift away from one sf managing all of 
Austr&aQs s&edd& waste as a single waste stream and disposing of it 

blisbment srP a centralistxi disposal facility, to one of 
e separate components of the scheduled waste stream and 
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piichg re.ellance on a of emerging technologies for treating the 
&ifere* parts of the uIed waste stream. 

for the treatment of scheduled 
ill include a consideration of all 

* issues, kduding technical, health, environmentat, economic and social 
&spec%. 

fet'~s~f'ses be required to disclose the quantities of 
d & k t  these be stored in National Environment 

Protedti~n Council n ~ r o v e d  premises, and that an ragreetnenf for their disposal or a 
research pr~~~3omiWlfor titer reuse or reqcting b made with N~tiona! Envirmrnmt 
Protechn 6o;mcil by the year 2WI U%ragnrph 5.138). 

'Jrader minor ie@slaGan, the NEPC has two functions: to make national 
enviromenat protece-;ore measures (NEPMs) and to report on their 
implemmta~ow asld eff~eveness across Australia. The Council, which win 
be established in 1995, k empowered to make N'EPh4.s that rejak to, 

ometptd impacts associated with hazardous 
ding of Plseca materi&. 

oE over implemen:a~on of measures as this 
lintergovemmtd Agrement ort the 

e NEPC legislation make it dear that h e  
f national measures are the responsibility 

to develop a national strategy to manage 
stes. The aims of this strategy are to establish 

condigom for &te safe magement  and disposal of scheduled wastes and to 
a= by which khe production and use of scheduled 

ess of developing management p l m  for each 
years, management p"t will 
. In devehping these 

reafbagement plans, enviromentall performce criteria will be established. 
Facilities wiBI have to meet these p e r f o m c e  criteria in order to be licensed 
to beat such wastes. Each management plan will specify (inter a h )  

ble quantities sf waste; tkte requirements for storage of wa9tef and a 
e for disposal of waste stockpiles. 
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The Committee w c o m m d s  that enterprises be required to have scheduled waste disposed 
ofaccording So the terms of an agreement with NEPC by an environmentalfy acceptable 
process af a rafe which is commrcially feasible (Paragraph 5,239). 

~ ~ P C  has the power to pass national environment protection measures on 
en.sr;lsomentaI impacts assdated with hazardous wastes and the reuse and 

h developing national environment protection 
to take into account economic and comercid  

h%FC however, d s not have the power to enter into agreements on the 
thois of &d%aEd wastes. ANZECC is addressing such issues 

ia its development of magesnent pians (see response to Recornendation 
4). 

4, transfer of sespsmiMElisfr for cmrdination of the scheduled waste issue 
horn J~P-JZECC to NEPC does not appear to have any advantages and may 

. Even if a transfer of responsibility did occur, 
eion is left to in&~du& jurisdictions. 
e m e n t s  to implement and enforce 

Commit fee rmmmmds that t G o v m m t  investigate t k  potenfial and feasibility 
of using ccmrat Kilns ,For 1kee dispod ofparficular waste sfreams (Paragraph 6.37). 

The sppom*~es far disposing of particular waste streams should be 
asis a d  wodd be best undertaken by State and 

me responsible for regulating both waste 
t prducaion fadties in their jurisdictions. 

sources (e,g. m-ed at such practices as energy 
r~dara&oli-a are a sposal, recognition needs to 

e potential hazards that could be created. Compliance with 
State and Territory environment protection regdations is required. The 
h b r e  use of these m d  other materials will be dependent on, mong other 

conodcs of the practice and c o m ~ t y  concerns about using 
for waste disposal purposes. 
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technologies for the treatment of scheduled 
Environment Protection Agency (EPA) 
rtment of the Environment, Sport and 
Federation Limited has advised that the 

current cement kiln operators are not interested in burning scheduled waste 
materials in cement kilns ilrP the foreseeable future, primarily because of the 
potentid for adverse public reaction. 

Cbn th4s basis, while from a technical viewpoint cement kilns may have the 
poten~al to ddesi;rsty scheduled wastes, it appears unlikely for non-technical 

at this will occur on a commercial scale in the foreseeable future. 

~ v t m m e n f  investigate the awnues available to 
cling in preference to their use as a s u p l e m t a r y  Juel 

ovemen t  in the "National Waste 
erative rather than a 
tal, technolo@cal, s d d  

and etommic c ing of materials may be preferable in 
se materials as a supplementary fuel, 

rse m y  also be true. Any decision 
de on the basis of a case by case 

e sespomb%@ for waste management and recycling generally lies with 
State, Territory and Imd Governments, it would be more appropriate for 
fhese govements to stigate policy options for ensuring materials are 

s suppiementary fuels. 

BLS 

i panels be esfiablisited tofacilitate the 
waste management issues (Paragraph 7.43). 

endent paneis have had some success in addressing c o m ~ t y  
conflict in relation to complex waste issues. This is likely to continue to be an 
approach adopted by the Government where appropriate. 
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Commitfee recommm t h t  the members of these panels be determined by the 
N~tional E~vironmmt Protection Council and not have membmfrorn the State or 
Territory isa which the dispute occurs (Plarragraph 7.44). 

This rwomenda~on  is outside the mandate of the NEPC but is an 
soprdate issue for consideration by ANZECC. It should be noted that the 

co-operathe frmework within which the Government operates on waste 
issues nesessitates hvolvement by all relevant States and Territories. A 
dispute resslu~on pmeH shcdd not exclude the responsible or proponent 
State or Te&to~ .  Issues requiring resolution wodd in practice be addressed 
on a case-bycase basis. 

The Comrn~ttee recommds fhf a permanent ban on the import and export of scheduled 
m s k s  be impleotrmt~d except in cases where tecitnoilogies are deveEoped which recycle them 
into tis+2 products whrcbr arc not hazardous (Paragtaph 9.35). 

obligations d e r  
rt. appropriate m a  

dous wastes and 

t xnanagement of such wastes, and 
is co~&dere$ in a manner which wili protect human health and the 
envkoment against the adverse effects which m y  result horn such 
movement" (Article 4.1 .d)j. 

The Govement  esnsiders &at Australia's stockpiles of scheduled wastes 
own borders. Accordingly exports of these 

under exceptional circumstances, such as 
rt wwodd otherwise pose a significant 
mvlroment, and where the importing 

e the waste can be treated without damage 

(4 lrnnpmtati~n of waste in very sm11 quantities for scientific purposes; or 

a importa~on where Australia has developed te~kology to treat a 
par~ciirlar waste and where treatment is not available in the originating 
z a m ~ z  and the keabent of these wastes within Australia would have 
an overall positive act ore the environment. 
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umber of t e ~ o l o g i e s  currently available to 
tralia, there is a range of merging 

efy ts be available within a few years. 

The C o ~ m i f f e e  ~ecomfnmds that where technology is available governments work with 
in dust^ &O encourage the zcse of recycled mterials instead of raw materials {Paragraph 
9 1.5Q 

~ lished a working group to address standards and 
om that present barriers to the use of recycled products; 

* with ~~g from the EPA, an Eco Re Design project is being 
conducted which, among other things, is assisting industry in 

opporwties for using recycled materials; and 

Cofnmiftce recomnad$ t h t  as a matter oftcrgency, Commonwealth Environment 
be sequired to e s t a b l i s h ~ m l  and i n f m l  consultative processes with 

m t s ,  industry and the broader community on all the 
t, padici-cularly those relating to the NafionaZ Waste 
IPar~rapk 11.62). 

db on waste issues with States and Territories, 
a's external territories. Government 
in aecordctnce with the p x t i d a r  issue 

erz are m y  examples where these consultative 
processes indude the estabgisktment of advisory groups which draw their 
~emberskp from a wide aosssection af the community. 
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The Committee recommmds that the Government give priority to the measurement, review 
and moniEori.ng. $pt+gformance against the waste reduction targets contained in the 
Natispanl W s f e  Minima's~tion and Recycling Strategy, and that the Minister provide 
detaiis afthe actions faken w h  responding to this report in Parliament {Paragrrzph 
2.6.5). 

Against Waste hiinimisaltion and 
the EPA and released in November 

against national waste 
ationd Waste Database, 

tian to waste managers 
ky on waste genera~on and progress towards achieving a 50% 

r&ucGm in the m a m t  of waste going to landfill by the year 2000. 

', the EPA is considering priority 
k%ances it appears that progress towards 
slow and discussions are under way withh 
dress these shortc0neings. The EPA will 
ies of relevant reports as they 
fonmagece, obtain infomti 
PA consults widely with Cofnrnonwedth, 
epartments, fwd g o v e r n a t ,  iradiusw 
s (e.g. enpriroment groups)- 



OLOGfES POW. DISPOSAL OF SCHEDULED WASTES 

The Cornaniftee recommmds that emphasis be giwm to the prompt dissemination to local, 
S hie a d  Territory governments, industry and the broader community of the information 
collect& in t h  tm'au afavaikble technology for the treatment ofschedu2ed waste 
('Parapliph 11.69). 

Tne EPA Enas under way a consulmcy to Review the Availability of 
of Scheduled Wastes'. Four reports will be 
4 under this consultancy which will 

ant somce of inionnation on the current status of the 
Babiliv within Australia of technologes for treating 

The Review will a h  provide a g& overview to holders of scheduled 
e tec%tnoIo@es which are available within Australia and the types 

of waste which can be treated by hem. 

cly available to relevant 
oups. Under the Intergovemental 

tion should be provided to the 
Indim Ocean Territories. The EPA wil: 

c upon request. me 
Environment Industries 

The Database will incorporate 
t management capabilities, for use by 

b d u s q ,  the comt4Pliv marad governen& at a l l  levels. 

also facilitates access by 'Local Government to 
Sof fnaGh~a~  on enviromentd issues, and related education and training, 

G w e m e n t  Environment Resource Program 
, an EnvironmenM Infonration and 

t (EE) service has been estabfkhed to assist 
ation on the m y  issues assdated with 
gewnt. PJLGER%3 is funded by the 

onid Development under the Local. 
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The Commit fee recommends t b t  the Gozlemme~rt: 

rerjentatiaes of Australiran local gomment  associations in national 
waste mmgement phnning; 

mcotlragelill t s  ifo exchange information abo$t d e u e l q m t s  in waste 

wealth supports the active involvement by lwal government in 
national, waste magement  activities and often seeks lwd  government 
tepresenta~cn on a d ~ s o y  and planning cormnittees relating to a range of 
waste issues. Tne Cornonwed& Covement dso supports the 
diswmation arnd exchange of information on waste issues md regards this 
as king essential 80 the ~provement  of waste management practices in 

a'ci'gres have alaeady beert h p l e m m t d  which will 
'access to iplforrnation on waste issues, for 

ment Program administered by the l k p m e n t  
al DsLvelopment with funding from the EPA. 

The categoq was established to support demonstration activities with 
made available to other local govements; 

~ h e  &pa"dmmt sf 'Emiroment, Sport (and Territories has 
uter-based electronic network ('CounciWetf) which 

en& to exchange uPiomtion on a broad range 
gement; 

ent of th9 En*ohernent, Sport and 
nt Resource Officers have been employed by 
ations in alli of the states to facilitate an 

exchange of Worntion between Commonwealth and local 
governen& and also from one local government to another. Waste 
magement  is one of the issues which the officers are concerned with. 
As a result of irP=read funding in 1995-96, an additional part time 
En~~konment Ressaarce Officer will be employed in each State to deal 

Gi waste issues. 



m t i o n  and Support for Lwal Covenunent (EE) 
n estabgshed to assist councils to find and. use 

many issues assdated with integrated 
envkzasmnta~ m a g e m a t  (see response to ~~~ecommendation 15). 

ate than just setting standards. NEPC has the 
atmnaH envkomnt  protection measures, which m y  

ehes, go& or protwoh. NEPC's role aim extends 
veness of the impiemen&tion of measures. 

dathn to give priority ts the setting of national standards 
t%e context of its deliberations on its work 


