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in .4ugsrsr 1 4 ~ 0 ,  o,~a1p3-w1c; witis &a: AS@ Doping Policy was made a condition of fun&ng 
under the Spm5 Devetopmerli $si=cg&z. Fmm the time Austr~m Sports Dmg Agency 
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c.& :z=c&x. 2j;&Pmlr, substace;, class sf &rug t;he sacrian imposed. 
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KADU NATIONAL PARK R E G I O N :  RESPONSE T 
ANDHNC COMMITTEE ON ENWXROWENT, 

K a k 3 4 ~  National P 3 r  R e g i o n  is a v e r y  s p e c i a l  p l a c e ,  It h a s  
ourstanding natilreal, s c e n i c  an? c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s .  The f l o r a  
a n d  f a u n a  a r e  exczptional an3 much i s  r a r e  o r  u n k n o w n  
zlsewhesz, For example, t h e r e  a r e  more r a r e  and endangered  
b i r d  spec ies  i n  the Kaka3u  Reqion than anywhere  else in 
Austr3Tia. R3kadu is r i c h e r  i n  spec ies  o f  b i r d s ,  mammals, 
rcFtzl~s a n d  i imphib ians  t h a n  any o t h e r  a r e a  of northwestern 
Australia, 

Kakadz is rencwne r i t s  san3s tone  escarpment and outliers, 
i t s  v 3 s t  g e t l a n d s  b i r d l i  f e. It a l s o  encompasses lowland 
nofis9zn f i i r e sc s ,  some of Australia's r i c h e s t  and most 
e x t 8 n s i v e  marqrsve f o r e s t s  and a range of d r i e r  h a b i t a t s  a n d  
spec ies  on  s t o n y  h i l l s  and g r a n i t e  r i d g e s ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
Reg ion  is known f o r  i k s  potential mineral resources. 

T h e  a n t i q u i t y  2nd  q u a l i t y  of t h e  Region's A b o r i g i n a l  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and  art sites i s  i n t e rna t iona l ly  
r s e 3 j n i s e d ,  

The Government 53s  r e c e n t l y  e n l a r g e d  Kakadu Nat ional  Psrk by 
o v e r  2 0 0 3  s q o a r e  kilometres r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  v e r y  g r o a t  
impcr t anee  Australians gt ace on Kakadu and g r e a t l y  increasing 
khe area 3.f t % e  S o u t h  Alligator R i v e r  c a t c h m e n t  i n c l u d e d  in 
t h e  P a r k ,  In recognition of t h e  Region ' s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  S t a g e s  1 and 2 of Kakadu National Park have been 
inscribed on the World Herr t sge  L i s t  impos ing  s t r o n g  
ohlngations o n  A u s t r a l i a  t o  p ro t ec t  and  conserve t h e  n a t u r a l  
a n d  c u l t u r a l  heritage o f  the area. The wetlands of Stage 1 
a n d  2 2 s e  i n c l a d e d  i n  t h e  l i s t  of a r e a s  recognised under  the 
C o n v e n t i o n  on Xe t l a n d s  of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Importance Espec ia lLy  
as  Ka t ~ r  fqwl Aabi t a t ,  

informatlcn c ~ n s i  e red  by the Committee d u r i n g  the Inquiry 
blights t h e  complex a t u r e  of management of t h e  Region far 

t e r n  b e n e f i t  o a41 Wustrafian~. Xt is vital that 
makes the Region s o  va luab l e  n a t i o n a l l y  
be rnalnta ined t h r o u g h  responsible 

The G o - ~ e c m e n t  i n  makin its October 1989 d e c i s i o n  to enlarge 
Rakadil Na t iona l  P a r k  r e e ~ g n i s e d  this complexity and that it 
c o u l d  ~ o t  responsibly e r r  on the side of risk to t h e  Kakadu 
w e t l a n d s ,  C o n s e q u e n t  he Kakadu Conservation 2ane h a s  been 

most  e n t i r e l y  i n c u r  t e d  i n t o  Stage 3 of the Park.  A new 
scj;afe Xm Conserva  Zone is the s u b j e c t  of comprehensive 

and  c c n e u r  r e n t  i n q u i r  ocesses r e l a t i n g  to Land use options 
fo r  t h e  e n t i r e  Zone, esource  Assessment  omm mission iEAC) 
inquiry i s  cove r in  onmental and economic c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  

nducted by the Chairman of the RAC 
is examining Aboriginal heritage 



i ssueq r2Late3 to an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
S i c k n c s s  C o u n t r y  t w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  Conse rva t i on  Zsne) under  
t $ e  Abo:igrnal a n 3  Totges  s t r a i t  I s l a n d e r  H z r i t a g e  P r o t e c t i o n  -- 
A c t  1 9 8 4 ,  A d e c i s i o n  on t h e  Corona t ion  Hill Project w i l l  be * - -v 
i3de r a l E o ~ l n g  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t "  c o n s i d e r s t i o n  o f  r e p o r t s  from 

%any of t h ?  C o r n a r t t z e ' s  r e c o m m e n 3 a t i o n s  a r e  a l r e a d y  
e ~ c m p a s s e 3  by e x i s t i n g  Government p a l i c y  an3 procedures  
I 2 ~ e r , ~ , r r , ~ n r l ~ f i o n s  3 , 9 2 ,  3, 109, 3 . 1 1  3 ,  3 . 1 1 4 ,  3. 1 4 6 ,  3. 1 4 7 ) .  

I? i h?  P13n of Nan3gernen t  f o r  Kakadu Nat ional  P 3 r k  a n d  t h e  
o p e r a t i c n s  of the A u s t r a l i a n  Nat ional  P 3 r k s  and W i l d l i f e  
Se rv ice  /AN-WS) a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  many of  t h e  Committee's 
recommendat~ons iRecommcndations 2 . 4 2 ,  2 . 4 3 ,  2 . 4 4 ,  2.51, 2 .54 ,  

3 ? ,  5 .22 ,  5 .27,  6 . 5 3 1 .  

O t h e r  recoTaqen3atfons r e l a t i n g  t o  ANPWS a ~ d  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Supe rv i s ing  S c i e n t i s t  ( O S S )  fRecommendations 3. 9 6 1  4 . 2 5 ,  7 . 3 3 ,  
7 , 3 5 1  ?,ave been a d d r e s  by t h e  G o ~ e r n m e n t  in r e v i e w s  of t h e  
r o l e  and f u n c t i o n s  of h t h e  ANPWS and t h e  CSS. 

Several r ?commenda t ions  r e l a t e  t o  P a r k  management  policy 
i2ecornmendat ians  2 .  7 ,  7 . 1 8 ,  7 . 1 9 ) .  A Board of Management f a r  
X s k a d - ~  Wat iona l  Pa r  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on 26 July 1989. The 
3oard k3s, a majcriky of  Abor ig ina l  members r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  

t i a n a i  o w n e r s ,  @ n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  roles o f  t h e  
and e f  t h e  CD-or inating Cornmi t t e e  f o r  t h e  A l l i g a t ~ r  

R i v e r s  R e g i < 2 n ,  i t  3oes n o t  seem a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a p o s i t i o n  cn 
t h e  C s - o s d k n a t i n g  Committee t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  Board 
C 3 a i r s a ~  4 7 , 3 5 1 ,  T h e  Board h a s  jurisdiction o n l y  in Kaka3u 
?la tbonal  ~ d r k ,  ?the ~ o l j s e r v a t i o n  Zone A d v i s o r y  Committee 
iCOZACf has ja r  i s d i c t i o n  on l  i n  t h e  new 48 s q m r e  km 
Coxrces~tat i ~ n  Zone o u t s i d e  t h e  Park. The Committee recommended 
t h a t  t h e  tz r tns o f  r e f e r e n c e  of  COZAC b e  changed so t h a t  COZAC 
p r o v i 3 e s  advice to the Kakadu Roar3 of  Management, COZAC was 
s o t  o p  ta d ; ~ i d e  management of t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Zone and  it 
seems i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  COZAC t o  p r o v i d e  advice  t o  t h e  
Board i 7 , 4 & ) ,  

The Conmi t t e e  recornme t h e  assessment b y  ANPWS of t h e  
6esisaSiEity of an &b i n a l  c u l t u r a l  c e n t r e  within Kakadu 
B a t i o n s l  P a r k  ( F e ~ ~ r f i m  t i o n  2 , 4 5 3 ,  The possibility of zn 
kbor i g i n a l  c u l  e in the Park h a s  been under 
zonsi3e~atiow WS f o r  some time and a firm proposal 
is b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  in c lose  c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  A b o r i g i n a l  
y TOUf;jlS. 

T h e  Co-maittee reco ends t h a t  ANPWS take steps to coordinate a 
detailed long-rang t o u r i s t  s t ra tegy  for the Park which, 
i n t e r  alia, covers expected visitor numbers, the growth in 
v i s i t o r  nurhers at particular destinations w i t h i n  the Park, 
&he maximam visitor c a r r y i n g  capacity of d i f f e r e n t  areas 
am3 the o p t i  of tourist i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
f R e c a m m . e n d a t i ~ w  2-91] , The Government supports such % 

cosacept, bu t  it should be stressed t h a t  there is d i f f i c u l t y  in 
such a m a x i m  car ry ing  capacity. The concept of 

capacity can misleading since there is no fixed 
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