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PREFACE
Terms of Reference

On 17 November 1993 the Senate Standing Committee on
Environment, Recreation and the Arts received a reference on existing
and developmental waste disposal facilities and methods including:

(a) the use of incineration as a means of disposal of waste and
energy recovery;

(b) the application of alternative technologies to the disposal of
toxic and hazardous wastes (including but not limited to
mechanochemical destruction; base catalysed dechlorination;
plasma arc; molten metal, slag and salt; hydrogenation; and
biological remediation); and

(c) the potential for commercial development and the export
opportunities of methods of waste disposal and waste
disposal technologies.

In its inquiry, the Committee was required to take particular account
of the findings and recommendations contained in the following reports

. Independent Panel on Intractable Waste - Report entitled A
Cleaner Australia, dated 6 November 1992; and

. Scheduled Wastes Working Group - Report to the Australia and
New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council ( ANZECC),
dated 22 May 1993.

Conduct of the Inquiry

The inquiry was advertised nationally on 20 November 1993. The
Committee receive 89 submissions and a number of supplementary
submissions, which are listed in Appendix 1.
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The Committee examined 103 witnesses at 10 public hearings
representing 60 individuals or organisations, which are listed in

Appendix 2.

During the inquiry, the Committee held public hearings and inspections

in the following places:
Public Hearings

Canberra
Perth
Canberra
Wollongong
Sydney
Sydney
Brisbane
Melbourne
Melbourne
Geelong

Inspections

University of Western Australia
Dalite Holdings

Lower Molonglo Water Quality Control Centre
EnvIRONment Process
Waverley/Woollahra Process Plant
Kolback Environmental Services.
BCD Technologies

Technosafe Waste Disposal

Worth Environmental

SRL Plasma Limited and CSIRO
Blue Circle Southern Cement
Geelong Cement facilities

1 March 1994
8 March 1994
30 March 1994
18 April 1994
19 April 1994
20 April 1994
21 April 1994
27 April 1994
28 April 1994
29 April 1994

8 March 1994
8 March 1994
30 March 1994
18 April 1994
19 April 1994
20 April 1994
21 April 1994
27 April 1994
27 April 1994
28 April 1994
29 April 1994
29 April 1994
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