CONDUCT OF THE INQUIRY

The Senate referred the inquiry into Promoting Australian Industry to the Senate Economics References Committee on 11 December 1996.  Initially the Committee was instructed to examine parts 1(a) and 1(b) of the terms of reference and report on those matters by 26 June 1997.  However, as the inquiry unfolded the Committee decided against presentation of an interim report, favouring the production of one final report by 11 August 1998.

During February 1997 the Committee advertised the terms of reference for its inquiry in The Australian and The Financial Review, and called for submissions by 28 March 1997. The Committee received 34 submissions to the inquiry representing a range of industries, as listed in Appendix 1.

Based on submissions to the inquiry the Committee conducted five public hearings during 1997 and one round-table discussion with industry representatives. The round-table discussion was conducted in Melbourne, and public hearings were conducted in each of Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney, Hobart and Canberra.  A list of hearings and witnesses appears at Appendix 2. 

In addition to its public hearings, the Committee conducted a number of site inspections and received briefings from representatives of the Commonwealth Department of Industry, Science and Tourism; the Metal Trades Industry Association; and the Economist Intelligence Unit. The various companies and manufacturing sites visited by the Committee are listed at Appendix 3.

The Committee acknowledges the assistance of Professor Ian Marsh of the Australian Graduate School of Management, University of New South Wales, in reviewing the draft report and providing comments and guidance to the Committee. 
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