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Summary of committee view 

3.1 The committee thanks the Minister for her response and makes no further 
comment on these instruments in light of her indication that the new guidelines are 
not expected to have an adverse impact on individuals in terms of the quantum of 
benefit they receive. 

Background 

3.2 These legislative instruments provide guidelines to be complied with when 
determining whether an income stream is an asset-test exempt income stream that 
is generally exempt from the asset testing requirements of the Social Security Act 
1991. Where these guidelines are not satisfied, the income stream would lose its 
asset-test exemption. As a result, the instruments may ultimately affect the rate of 
social security payable to a person. 

3.3 The committee sought clarification as to rationale for changing the guidelines 
and the possible impact of the changes on the quantum of social security benefits 
payable to persons. 

3.4 The Minister's response is attached. 

Committee’s response 

3.5 The committee thanks the Minister for her response and makes no further 
comment on these instruments in light of her indication that the new guidelines are 
not expected to have an adverse impact on individuals in terms of the quantum of 
benefit they receive. 
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