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Family Assistance and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2013 

Introduced into the House of Representatives on 13 February 2013;  
Portfolio: Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 
PJCHR comments: Report 3/13, tabled on 13 March 2013 
Response received: 3 May 2013 

 

Summary of committee view 

3.1 The committee thanks the Minister for her response and makes no further 
comment on this bill. 

Background 

3.2 This bill implements the government’s changes to the baby bonus 
announced in the 2012-13 Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook. Specifically, the 
amount of baby bonus for any second and subsequent children who come into a 
family from 1 July 2013 will be reduced from $5,000 to $3,000. However, the baby 
bonus will continue to be paid at the rate of $5,000 for a family’s first child. 

3.3 The committee sought clarification as to whether the reduction in the baby 
bonus is likely to have a negative impact on less well-off families and if so, the basis 
for considering that the reduction is a justifiable limitation of the right to social 
security in article 9 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (ICESCR). 

Committee’s response 

3.4 The committee notes that the Minister's response does not distinguish 
between families who are less well-off and those that are well-off, but makes no 
further comment on this bill. 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Human_Rights/Completed_inquiries/2013/32013/c06







