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Tax Laws Amendment (2012 Measures No. 5) Bill 2012     
Introduced into the House of Representatives on 19 September 2012; passed both 
Houses on 22 November 2012 
Portfolio: Treasury 
PJCHR comments: Report 5/12, tabled on 15 October 2012 
Ministerial response dated: 5 February 2013 
 

Summary of committee view 

3.1 The committee thanks the Assistant Treasurer for his response. In light of 
this further information, the committee considers that its concerns with regard to 
the compatibility of the amendments in Schedule 2 of the bill with human rights have 
been adequately addressed. The committee notes that it would have been useful for 
this information to have been included in the statement of compatibility. 

3.2 The committee notes that the bill has already been passed by Parliament and 
regrets that the committee's concerns were not addressed in a timelier manner. 

Background 

3.3 This bill introduces changes to various taxation laws, including: 

• amending the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 to phase out the 
mature age worker tax offset from 1 July 2012 for taxpayers born on or 
after 1 July 1957 (Schedule 2); and 

• providing powers for Australian Tax Office and Customs officers to 
enter premises occupied by persons who are required to keep records 
under the gaseous fuels record keeping provisions in the Excise 
Act 1901 for the purpose of monitoring compliance with the Act 
(Schedule 3). 

3.4 The committee sought further information on the following matters to assist 
its consideration of the human rights compatibility of the bill:  

• whether any differential treatment resulting from the measures in 
Schedule 2 of the bill was consistent with the right to equality and non-
discrimination in article 26 of International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR); and  

• whether the monitoring powers in Schedule 3 of the bill were 
compatible with the right to privacy in article 17 of ICCPR. 

3.5 The Assistant Treasurer's response is attached.  

Committee’s response 
3.6 The committee notes that, in light of the justification provided by the 
Assistant Treasurer, any differential treatment arising from the phasing-out of the 
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mature age worker tax offset is likely to be compatible with the right to equality and 
non-discrimination in article 26 of the ICCPR. 

3.7 The committee notes that the bill has already been passed by the 
Parliament. 

3.8 The committee notes that Schedule 3 of the bill (relating to the provision of 
monitoring powers for ATO and Customs officers) was removed prior to passage of 
the bill and welcomes the Assistant's Treasurer's assurance that the committee's 
concerns with regard to the compatibility of these powers with the right to privacy in 
article 17 of the ICCPR will be taken into account when and if these amendments are 
reintroduced at a later date. 

 

 






