
Submissionto the StandingCommitteeon ScienceandInnovation
Re:THE INQUIRY iNTO THE COORDINATION OF THE SCIENCETO
COMBAT THENATION’S SALINITY PROBLEM.

From : HeatherRanclaud
DeputyChair
NamoiCatchmentManagementBoard

A largeamountofresearchhasbeenconductedin theNamoiCatchmentand
particularlytheLiverpoolPlainsoverthepastdecade,investigatingsalinity,
hydrologyandwateruse.
Salinityhasbeenidentifiedasanissuewith anassociatedCatebmentTargetand
ManagementActions in theNamoi CatchmentBlueprint.
TheBoardwelcomestheopportunityto makeasubmissionto theInquiry.

a) useofthesalinity sciencebaseandresearchdata:
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Thestronglinkagebetweenvegetationmanagementandsalinity is well established.
Beforeinvestigationsinto costlyengineeringsolutionsarelaunchedin theNorth
West,wewould like to seemoreincentivesfor conservationandmanagementof
existing/remainingnativevegetationasapriority. Thiswouldhavecompound
benefitsin conservingbiodiversityaswell asreducingsaltmobilisation.
Revegetationtargetshavealsobeensetsothatstrategicongroundworkscanreduce
rechargeinpartsofthecatchment.

b) linkagesbetweenresearchandimplementation:
SomemembersoftheNamoiCMB areconcernedaboutthelackofintegration
betweenresearchandongroundaction.

TheNamoiCatchmentBlueprinthasidentifiedandprioritised managementactions
as:
Identify areasofdrylandsalinityhazard
Identifymajorsourcesofpoint sourcesalinity
Establishwithin valley targetsfor river EC
Monitor thecatchmentfor trendsin salinitydischargeat a subcatchmentlevel
Identifypriority Artesianboresrequiringcappingandpipingfor maximumsalinity
benefit
IdentifyandpromotesuitableBMP’sto reducethemobilsationofsalt in thesoil
profile

Variousothermanagementactionsincludecommunitycapacitybuilding, awareness
educationandextensionprograms,aswell asrevegetationtargetswhichwill all
contributeto improvedandintegratedcatchmentmanagement.
TheNamoiCMB appreciatesthat significantinvestmentfromboththepublic and
privatesectorwill beneededto implementtheBlueprint.
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c) adequacyof technicalandscientificsupportin applyingsalinitymanagement
options:

TheNamoiCMB is alsoawareofconcernsraisedthatthefocusofresearchin the
Namoicatchmenthasbeenin theLiverpool Plains,andthereis aneedformore
widespreadresearchandongroundworksin otherpartsofthecatchment.
An exampleofraisingawareness,hasbeentheuseofEMI surveys.Whenthese
machinesweretakento Inverell severalyearsago,theextentof salinity issueswas
raisedandmanylocal landholdersbeganon groundworks and changedmanagement
to dealwith theproblems. It maystill bethecasethat awarenessandacknowledging
theproblemis thefirst stepin changingmanagement
Manysubcatchmentsin theNamoido nothavepeizometersandthosethat do, lack
ongoingmonitoring.
If wecouldhaveongoingsupportforlandholdermonitoringandinstallationof
peizometerswherelandholderscancommitto ongoingmonitoringwemaybeableto
gainmoreinformationaboutgroundwaterin acosteffectiveway.

Thankyoufor consideringthis submission.
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