
22 October2003

CommitteeSecretary
HouseofRepresentativesStandingCommitteeon ScienceandInnovation
SuiteRi —116
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

RE: Inquiry into coordination ofthe Scienceto combat the nation’s salinity problem

DearSir/Madam,

Whilst acknowledgingthedepthoftheSalinity Problemin otherStates,we in Queenslandare
fortunateto befacedwith theresponsibilityof takingpreventativeactionin mostcasesrather
thanrepair.This, while placingusin the“Box Seat”to achievingtheaimsoftheSalinity
Program,alsomeansthattheScienceto matchis notavailable.

Muchofourgroundwaterhasnot beenmapped,soil typesandrainfall patterns(summerrainfall)
aredifferent.We havedifferentcroppingpatterns.Theseall contributeto theneedto consider
solutionsapplicableto ourcircumstances.Add to this thelongperiodofdroughtin Queensland
andit becomesmorecomplexto matchtheScienceavailableto guaranteethestrategiesneeded
to combatexistingoutbreaksandpreventfurtherdegradation.

Theoutlineof yourinquiry alludesto geophysicsetcbut this is very costlyandgroundtruthing
needsto still be carriedout,which hasbeenestimatedto cost$49 million to mapQueensland
areas.

Becauseof thehold upsfor variousreasons,theStrategicInvestmentProgramshavebeenlate
commencingandresultsfrom thesestudieswill notbereadyfor RegionalBodiesastheydraw
up theirplansandRegionalInvestmentStrategies.

Whatwe do havein our favourareanumberof landownerswhohaverecognisedtheproblemof
Salinity Outbreakson theirpropertiesandthroughbeingobservant,innovativeandcommittedto
savingthe landhaveinstigatedactivitiesthathavemadeaturn around.Theirexperienceand
endeavoursneedto be documentedto assistothersjustasmuchasscientificresearch.

This is appliedScience.Thepeoplewith thegreatestknowledgeofour landscapesandthe
changesmadeto themovertheyearsarethe long termland owners.Their combined
observationswill becritical to makingdecisionsfor thebestoutcomesfor responsiblenatural
resourcemanagement.Informationfrom thoseon thegroundregarding“eventhappenings”will
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be critical to greaterunderstandingandshouldbe regardedascontributingto the“science”

available.

We alreadyhavescientistsquestioningotherscientists’“pronouncements”anddeductions.

Australiais avery old country.Salinity in someof ourriver systemsis documentedin early
explorerspapers,so it is nota newhappening.Thereforethesolutionsareunlikely to be easyand
onesizefits all.

I havebeenandstill ama farmerofmanyyears,andhavewitnessedmanytimes whenstudies
werebasedon misinformationandthus theresultsarrivedatwereflawed.This hassometimes
causedmuchangstandunnecessarycostbecausesomeone’sideabecame“fact” afterbeing
repeatedoftenenough.

In answerto yourquestionasto theroletheCommonwealthshouldplay in thedisseminationof
Sciencein theSalinity Program,I would contendthattheCommonwealthneedsto acknowledge
thatdecisionsshouldbemadeon thebestinformationavailable,notjuston presentscientific
observations.

Investmentby RegionalBodiesshouldbe ableto be madeon bestavailableinformation.The
definition ofScienceneedsto be broadenedto allow innovationto be usedin thepreventionof
thespreadof salinity. Wedo not “know it all” and if we wait for Scienceto proveit, wemaybe
involvedin reparationratherthanprevention.

Thereare anumberof landholderswhohavesucceededin turning theirsalinepatchesinto
productivelandagain.Manyof themwould not agreewith thescientifictheories.I suggestit is
importantto monitor thesesuccessesandacceptthatall knowledgeon this subjectdoesnot rest
with thosewith degrees.

It concernsmehowever,thatProjectsbasedon “appliedscience”andinformationmaynotbe
approvedbecausethepeoplemaking thedecisionson whethertheymeetthecriteria,will
disallowthemon thebasisthattheyarenotbasedon “pure” science.

Thankyou for theopportunityto presentthis shortsubmissionon my concernsregardingscience
andsalinity;

Yours sincerely,

L~Y\~rJ ~

Margaret Thompson


