
Ref. No: 140204
Contact: Bryan Short

22 September2003

TheCommitteeSecretary
Houseofrepresentatives
StandingCommitteeonScienceandInnovation
Ri Suite116
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

DearSir

Applicationsfor BestSciencein Australia’s SalinityPrograms

I write in regard to your Inquiry, which is seekingsubmissionson the coordinationof
scienceto combatsalinityproblems.

As you areprobablyaware,theCity ofWaggaWaggawasthefirst urbanareato recognise
that it had a problemof rising salinewatertables.This becameapparentfrom visible signs
suchas damageto residenceswhere bricks were turning to powder,dying vegetation,
sporting groundsbecomingunplayable,and roadsdeterioratingwell before they should
have. Subsequenteconomicanalysisidentified that the cost to the communitywould be
$180moverthenext30 yearsif nothingweredoneaboutit.

Council recognisedthis phenomenonin 1993 and with no oneelseacceptingthat it was a
problemsetaboutinvestigatingandcomingup with solutions.Council drewextensivelyon
theresourcesof CS1ROandtheformerNSWDepartmentofLand andWaterConservation.
It also usedconsultantsandenteredinto partnershipswith private organisationsto explore
varioussolutions.Forthelast6 years,Councilhasbeenimplementinganumberofstrategies
andcarryingoutremediationwork

HenceCouncil hasa wealthof knowledgeandpracticalexperiencein applying scienceand
technologyto themanagementofurbansalinity.

In regardto putting goodscienceto use,Councilhascontinuedto promoteanunderstanding
of, andexpertisein managingsalinityby the community.Councilhasadeliberatepolicy of
sharingthis informationacrossthestateand further,throughformal andinformalprocesses.
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Theseinclude:
• Releasinginformationthroughthemedia

Mounting “Salt Expos” ateventslike theannualLeisureandGardenShow
• Fundingstaffto presentat salinity forumsandconferencesAustraliawide
• Makingpublicationsaboutsalinityfreely available
• Conducting“Urban SalinityTours” forpoliticians,agenciesandinterestedgroups
• Designing,printing andimplementingeducationpackagesfor schools
• Fieldingspecificinquiriesfrom privatecitizens
• Liaisingwith theLocal GovernmentSalinity Initiative team

SupportingLandcareGroupsin theirsalinitymanagementprojects
Makingall informationavailableon awebsite

Council hasstaff permanentlyengagedin thoseactivities listed above,becauseit realises
that no matterhow good the “salinity science” is, this sciencehasto be translatedand
understoodbyresidents.Peoplehaveto know whattheyhavedone,what theyaredoing,and
what theycould do, if we areto haveanyhopeof managingsalinity. For this reason,the
WaggaWaggaCouncilwould makeastrongargumentfor not lookingat goodscienceabout
salinity in isolation,but alsothemeansoftransferringtheinformationto thepeoplewho are
partoftheproblem,andthereforeneedto bepartofthesolution.

Council offered its experienceto State and FederalGovernmentsin the form of an
applicationfor NationalAction Planfunding to setup a nationalproject, on educationand
demonstrationof theseactivities.Theprogramis entitled TheOneStopShopfor Managing
Urban Salinity. A copyof this submissionis attached.Although the submissionhasbeen
submitted to Federal and State politicians as well as the Murrumbidgee Catchment
ManagementBoard,therehasbeennopositiveresponse.

In regardto tackling salinity in urbanareas,this project embracesall the elementsof your
termsofreference.However,it hassatidle, awaitingdevelopmentofblueprintsandfunding
guidelinesandawill to do somethingon theground.I recommendit to yourCommitteeand
trust that you might see its worth and convince your fellow parliamentariansto move
forwardwith it, aclassicexampleofusingbestsciencein a salinityprogram.

Yours faithfully

Bryan Short
DirectorofAssetManagement
WaggaWaggaCityCouncil
P0Box 20
WaggaWaggaNSW2650


