
SimonFenton— Jones
67 PalmgroveRd

Avalon 2107

DearSCIN,

Thankyou for theopportunityto participatein your inquiry. Thewriter is informedby
theMinister’s pasttwo inquiriestouchingon Innovation.Thefirst is Australia’s Future
UsingEducationTechnology.The secondis aboutLifelong Learning.

This is not an academicdocument.It is an attemptto realisetheMinister’s efforts in
encouragingInnovationbetweenAustralia’sinstitutions.To be clear,Innovation,as
describedin this documentsimplymeansto adapt.I.e To encourageourinstitutions,
including thoseof ourmanyparliaments,throughtheircommittees,working groupsor
clusters,to sharetheirlearning,asit happens.

Theirmethodsoflearning,eventhough(InternetProtocol— IP) Informationand
CommunicationTechnologieshavereachedthepointwherethis inquiry couldbe
assistedin ‘stagingtheirstory’, andcouldprovidearesourcefor ongoinglearning
outsidethesilo ofaph.gov.au,haven’tchangedyet.But hopefullyit will beseenthat
with anemphasisonsharinga learningratherthanworkingtowardsissuingareport,
this inquiryholdsonekeyto establishinganewenvironment,anewinstitutionof
learning,whichcanbe appliedto everyAustralianinstitution.

Technically,thenewmodel forICT canbedescribedasanaturalevolutionfrom the
old oneofInstitution-centric‘client/server’to onethat is beingdescribedas
grid/virtual server.This newwayoflooking at“Networking aNation” hasbeen
effectedby theuseofIP technologiesandthegrowthof bandwidth,to thepoint
where,now that institutionalandcommunalserversarelargely(virtually) connected,
theinhabitantsofall NationalandGlobal institutionsarereconsideringhow they
sharetheircontent,andcarefor its memory.http://www.e-irg.org/about

/

Today,everythinking citizenrecognisesthattheyareoverloadedwith information,
oftenin theform ofpolicies andcurricula.At thesametime, dueto theuni-directional
natureofmedia,andtheshort termismandsectorizationofourinstitutions
educationalmethods,viewersandstudentsof all agesare separatedfrom participating
in amoderneducation.This is particularlynoticeablein Australia,whereeducationis
reducedto a service,whichmustbe delivered,on time, andin aform, that is tailored
to somesubject-specificcommittee’snarrowtermof reference,andafterwards,buried
(somewhere)insidetheirinstitution’s archive.

Linkagesbetweenour‘servicerinstitutions,it is oftenconsidered,arenow so ‘weak
andunderdeveloped’thatourcultural institutionsappearpretentious,andourpolitical
ones,remoteandunapproachable.Theirability to adapt,to innovate,to oneanother’s
changingneedsanddemandsis, in turn, reduced,if not madeimpossible.(Note
Figure2.18.P.47DCITA’s CreativeIndustriesClusterStudy.Vol 3.)



Theinhabitantsof every(western)parliamentarycommitteeintuit this situation.In
aph.gov.au’scase,oneonlyhasto perusepastattemptsto includeremotecommunities
in abroaderlearningby revisitingthe ‘outcomes’of theProcedurescommittee.In this
institution,Proceduresis ascloseasit gets to a committeefor Innovation.
http://www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/~roc/renorts/cominv/renort.htm

TheUK parliamentintroducedacommitteefor Modernisationnot long agowhose
first reportwill beof someinterestto thisparliament.
http://www.pub1ications.parliament.uk1pa/cm200304/cmselect/cmmodern/368/36802

.

htm

I havesaidthis is notan academicdocument,andto go into moredetailwould
disproveit. Learning,in my experience,is bestdoneby ~justdoing’ it. Australia’s
FutureUsingEducationalTechnologydependsonhow this committeemaywishto
usethetechnologyavailabletoday,andactaspathfindersfor thebroadercommunity.
SoI will makeonesuggestion.Twoyearsago,NOIE cameto aph.gov.auandrana
roadshowfor parliamentarians.Theyattemptedto teachits inhabitantswhathadbeen
donewith overabillion dollarsin NetworkingtheNation,andmissedawonderful
opportunityin discoveringwhichpartsofthetools weremostrelevantto our
representatives.

Thereare somanyeducationaltools availablenow.Almost all ofthemarecoalescing
aroundthenewICT (media)model.Australiaalsohasmanyofthebesttechniciansin
theworld. If this inquirywould issueachallengeto them,to demonstratetheirtools,
andthenselectthosemostusefulto the inhabitantsoftheHouses’learninggroups,we
mightdiscoverthattheresultingresearcharchitectureis applicableto everyother
institutionaswell.

We might alsodiscoveramethodofeducationthat couldsupporta lifelong learning,
andat thesametime, help to dragourstagnantinstitutionsinto the

21
St Century.

Shouldyou requireanyfurtherinformationpleasedo not hesitateto contactme.

Yours Sincerely,

SimonFenton-Jones
14/05/05




