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Dear Anna,

Thankyou for theopportunityto commenton Australiantechnologicalinnovations.

While agriculturalengineeringhascontributedgreatlyto theadvancementofAustralian
fanningthroughmanyinnovativeideasanddevicesI amunableto detailspecificexamples
at thistime.

Casualobservationandpersonalreflectionsuggestthatpassionis animportantingredient
to thesuccessof anynewdevelopment.An ability to perseverein thefaceofobstaclesis
essentialif an ideais to berealised.

Realisationofnewconceptsis expensive.As governmentandruralindustryresearchand
developmentorganisationscontinuedto scalebacktheirfundingofmachineryresearchit
fell to fannersandengineersto shoulderthecostofdevelopingmachineryfor local needs.

Ontheworld scale,Australiaisonly asmall marketfor farm equipmentandin mostcases
machinesdevelopedfor otherlocationsproducegood to excellentresults. Until different
conditions,suchassoil characteristicsorproductionsystems,areencountered.

With Australia’ssoilsbeingolderthanmostothersin theworldit requiresdifferent
handlingtechniques.This is reflectedin therangeofsoil engagingtools developedin
Australiain responseto thesometimesdifficult working conditions.

WhileAustralianscontinueto farmtherewill alwaysbeinnovativesolutionsgeneratedin
responseto thedifficulties encountered.With theright supporttheseideascouldbe
nurturedto success.Not onlywould our farmerscontinueto exporthigh quality foodthey
couldalsoexportideasto improvetheworld.
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