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PREAMBLE ; -

My gualifications & authority to comment upon the matter under consideratinea
may technicelly hinge arcund my belng responsible far 40 Hectares of the skin
of Planet Earth, located a kilometre West of the Watershed, meaning that one
pays $500 or so in Rates,& AHLI-Levies, for the priviledge of putting something
between 5 Megalitres & 20 Megalitres into the Darling®s headwaters every, years;
80eese 1t's my liguid-contribution that you-all®re a-fixin® to have y'selves
a feeding-frenzy upon, therefore, it°d be polite for you to consider my views,

Every society apparently requires a "Fool-On-The-Hill", it's been argued
that otherwise the "Beatles" would never have sung about 1t.... and where I live
it's agreed that it appears to be my vocation; while one of the "Beginnings off
Wisdom" is the willingness to take a Fool's advice,on occasion, where
appropriate.

WORALDVIEW: -

There are people, guite nice people, who regularly think to themselves
"Oh, What a shame - look at all that lovely water just going to waste....s"
whenever they observe water in a oreek or river, especially if it's flowing
past land on which they®re attempting to profit by farming.

There are other people, those who are educated in the ways of Bilological
Science, who are aware that the "Prime-Function® of "Biology" ( that's "Life-
Science",d'y'know that?) is that “THE MORE LIFE THAT OCCUPIES A SPACE, THE NORE
LIFE I8 ABLE TO OCOUPY THE SPACE,...J" { each additional Species creates at least
3 niches, for other Species to live within.); and one of the saddest things
about Humanity at the mowent is that for the past 5,000 years it’s been those
vho see "Rivers” as "Water-going-to-waste" that've been allowed to have their way.

Anybody with a flair for “Crypto-Semantics” would readily percieve the flaw
in the logic,of those who see all the water as being aveilable for farming, it
lies in the expanded meaning of their word "just®; perusal of a Dictionary
yields the fact that the flull word is “Justifiably", so the petard upon which
yonder Irrigators have hoist themselves is that theyre claiming it's against
Justice for there to be water in the river, A second spiral around the circular-
logic track involves most cultural-wiews on Justice appearing to stem from
an agreed-perception of what the Godtheory would thinksabout whatever issue is
under scrutiny; and sinee 1t°s the Godtheory which rains the Life & the Water
into the Aiver-Basin, while a definition of a "River" involves running into
the oceanssse.t0 in view of Australia®s Constitutional Pre-smble including
the "One Nation Under God..." statement, it®s probably "Unconstitutional”
to allow the Irrigetion-Community to suck the River dry in their pursuit off
noney-mnaking schemas,

There haven't been meny issues which could knit together the Biologists
with the Theologists and the Constitutional Lawyers, to unite against the
Economists & the Agriculturalists; but they've been allowed to suck the River
dry 3 times in 10 years, & the last time they accomplished thls feat of
Technological Progress the river didn®t go to the Ocean for 5 years consecutivelys

HISTORY § e

o " There are three facets to this one, Persenal, National, & Global.
Personally, one is almost 50 & grew up in a "Social Black-Hole™ where time
moved more slowly,& bad ildeas took longer to filter in from "wmore civilised”
places; if you'd prefer the story in verse then consult the first poem in
the accompanying small book ( I replaced Judith Wright,as Poet-In-Residence,at
at the Armidale Environment Centrejin 1998, y'seel).
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HISTORY (Continued):

In 1948 my father bought a holiday House at Red Rock, so apart
from having been concieved there in I960, I spent the first 18 years of my
life going to the coast for a fortnight roughly every 4 months: it was like
Time-Lapse Photography, I watched the Estuary dying in distinct stages under the
relentless impact of modern Australians. Every year less water in the river
as the siltation worsened, every year less fish mixed with the water that's left
due to “square-hooks" used illegally at night=time, 1if not From the permanent
fringe of baited hooks on lines - sewing the water to the shoreline every
weekend & school-holiday,

Adding what I saw onto what my Father had to say about the changes he'd
seen since 1943, it was clear by the end of Primary-8chool that my environment
was being destroyed by advancing civilisation; then I went to Boarding-School,
first at Armidale & then at Bowrsl. Armidale had been settled during the Sheepe
Wars maybe 25 years before Blen Innes, and the extra time showed up in extra
environmental degradation; then "New England Dieback”™ hit the trees in my
home-country, and before the Drought culled the Leaf-eating Insects ( overbred
at the time after DOT in the Food-Chain thinned all the birds® sggs into "
near-extinction before it was banned), everybody around hereasbouts became
quite frightened at the skeletal landscape., Finally,after a few years, vast
swathes of the apparently-desad trees suddenly burst into radial-regrowth; and
Bowral was probably 50 years more settled & thereby devastated than Armidale,
se it made a nice comparison,

On one excoursion we visited the one remaining Hectare of Temperate Raln-
forest, at Robertson, all that’s left of the landscape which covered the
"Gouthern Highlands" from the Eastern Escarpment to the Western Watershed
stretoching from about Camden to GBoulbourn. § before it was all cleared for Dalry
farms, due to the high rainfall, But when the forest was cleared the rainfall
declined, to stabilise after 60 years at 40% of what it used to be,before the
progress of Agriculbture began in the distriet. Traintrips from Bowral to
Glen Innes & back, 4 times per year, so as to spend the Holidays at Red Rock
noting the new damage & sbsences - all re-inforced the perception; and the
dysjunction between Biology & Economics has always been a worrying fascination,
dye to the Biologists being wnguestionably well-informed and enlightened by
dococumentation & measurements & historical records - but they're in charge of
meticulously charting the demise of Life On Earth, objectively & powerlessly.

Meanwhile it's the Ecomomists, with their self-inflicted 1lluminated
Tunnel-Vision, using "Rationalisation" & "Denial" with greatest of prideswhile
explaining their views (despite these being “the two most pathological Ego-Defence
Mechanisms in the Psychiatric Textbooks!); who are in charge of trashing the
Planet, racing to undercut each other, in a global tragedy-of-the-commons,

Tfo take my mind off it I went Flying, but altitude allows one to look
down & see all the destruction at once, as well as seeing all the things that
are hidden from the roads at ground-level; kind of a 360-degree & 3-dimensional
version of a railway-traveller®s priviledged-glimpses into stranger’s back-yards,
so I gave up the aeroplanes & went Nursing. After § years, the bad-back struck,

At the time I was renting a S-bedroom house on 1500 Acres for $I5/wk, it
was an abandoned Sheepfarmers‘~house on a Mining-lLease, 5 miles out of Emmaville
hecause I'd been Charge-Nurse at the Vegetable Creek Hospital; so there one was,
stuck in a Poverty-Trap & surrounded by sheep on the landscape with a radio
but no TV, with not much to do byt ponder the mystery of what the rest of

]

Humanity thought it was doinge. And why they were doing it anyway !
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HESTRY [Continued) ;

Bince retiring -, I've paid rates for 20 of the years op
an Endangered Species Sanctuary; and while the NSW NPWS declared their Booroolomg
Frogs were "Biologically-extinet" in 1998, I came out of the Drought last year
with a free-range herd of at least 100,000, and they've bred about 3 times since
then, The secret is to use Trespassing Sheep for Archery-Practice, whereupon
the Australian Laendscape will commence to recover; my neighbour enthusiastically
repairs the fences to contein his vermin { he runs a sheep to the acre on
1500 acres of Table-land Traprock, plus %0 cattled ), and stop them treading on
frogs attempting to hibernate the drought away - in the mud around the wataerholes,

I live in a moist regrowth-forest, there's no more rabbits/acre on ny place
than the neighbours - but he lives op a stony rockscape,which flash~dries
unless it rains every 3 days... my side goes 3 months before becoming dry enough
to burn. After 19 Years I had a visit -~ for one day - from a wild free-range
Koala, he camped in a tree 7Smetres from my camps the local Choughs led me to
him, otherwise I wouldn't have noticedo..Thus, I can tell you that the "Dollar-
Cost" of aguiring habitat fit for a Koala to visit -from dawn to dark, once -
ia $40,000 to buy the land,and pay rates for I9 years to rehabilitate the
Eco-system { $800/year)}, meaning it cost me $49,500 over two decades for the
day’s thrillingsto the sight of the Koala,

There is no style or type of "farming" possible,on such a small holding of
this landscape, which would breask~even; but all such industriocus futility
would destroy the Life which is attempting to rehabilitate the land, after I50
years of already having been Farmedse....., L was only ahle to afford it after it
sent the past 8§ farmers broke,& a Sub-Divisionist lost money selling my block
to me; T've still got it because I haven®t been silly enough as to spend wmoney
attempting to exploit, or profit, from living on tired land, L-e@rn from that...:

HISTORY - National s

There was a time when the "ODnward & Upward Marech Of Givilisation®,
as epltomised by the European Colonisation,& Dominion, off less industrialised
Nations & Cultures & Landscapes, was viewed as having been an unquestioned
"Good Thing"; touted in terms of “improved productivity", and "improved lifestyle}
which the application of "Progressive” technicgues have made possible.... as it
WaSs,

A couple of decades of paying attention to Radioc National on the ABC
Network,& reading New Scientist,has altered the perception of the true nature
of the "Achievements™ that "European Civilisation®™ has wrought on the face
of Australia; beginning with Crypto-Semantics again, "Euro"being of course
"From Europe GComes" together with "Pean™.... As spelt, that's a song of praise
from an Angel; while phonetically it derives from "Peon”, being a Latin term
5t1ll dn-use with the Spanish - meaning a “"Landless,Ignorant,Peassnt".

Such is the dichotomy between the Worldview wherein the Europeans brought
Enlightenment, to the "“Ignorant Savages"; and a more educated grip on the facts,
freely available from the historical record, which tell a different story.

The first white-settlers in the New England Table~lands showed up from
182301850, at which time the worst-paid people in London were the Tailors,making
Army Uniform$.s.o they might make as much as 27 pennies per week, but after paying
rent on sleeping-space asnd buying their candles & firewood - were lucky to have
Sixpence per week for foods.. Bread & tea & sugar werag the staples, it wasn't
uncommon to live all year on less than a dozen kinds of food, anybody without
money didn’t eat; many people worked ten to twelve hours per day{ six days
per week, S0 it isn’t hard to see why they jumped onto Ships golng to

trali It is hard to see why the Europeans thought they were in sny way
ggzergﬁéé%m the Aborigines; sailboat versus boomerang, whic emboé&esr¥%e
more advanced use of Aerodynamics....? Captain Cook was able to see that,

- Im 177, Australians ate 368 different food-species over the yeare...!
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History {Gontinued);

The people who lived where I now sit, 250 years ago, worked
for 2 hours per day to supply themselves with food, shelter,& clothing; each
person grazed on an acre per day, then came back to it after 3 years - being
1000 acres/ person.... about the same as today's farmers - they're the ones
actually taking a living from the lgnd, and it takes 4,000-8,000 acres to feed
Farmer Fred & the missys plus 2 kidlets-while maintaining the fences &
equipment, without killing the topsoil, S0, considering that whatever goes on
in the towns & cities d1s but a phantasm of the economy, there's no more people
living on & from the landscape now than there used to be.,! Yot whereas the
silt at the bottom of the Llangothlin Lagoon took 20,000 years,under Aboriginal
lamd~management, to build up 0.3% metre deep; since Governor Arthur Phillip
released the Sheep & Potatos, the Euro-Peons have put enother metre of dirt
at the bottom of that lagoon due to accelerated erosion-rates,

The people who lived here kept whatever they made,. & gave away 90% of
whatever was hunted or gathered, so nobody went to sleep hungry no matter how
bad a day they'd had; the wonderfully-progressive Burco-Peon's improved new
way of life sends thousands of people to bed hungry & homeless,every sunset,

buropeons, in pursulit of the teachings of their Economists & Agroculturalists,
have begun with feeding the foodeplants to theilr livestock, followed by cutting
down the forests,& shifting the topsoil to the bottom of the oceans,b riverbedsg
all in the name of “improved productivity", being & scover-story for "increased
profits"which apparently motivate those who believe in the ¥meed® for endless-
growth,of the economy,

I urge the gentle reader to ponder the story of the Western Australian
Royal Commission in I917, to consider the proposal to clearfell the forest
surrounding Perth, for the planting of a vast belt of wheatfields:; because that
would obviously generate a lot off employment, and allow lots of people fo meke
quite a lot of money, or so said the proponentS..... Evidence was taken from
a Professor of Soil-Chemistry, who testified to the Commission that while it
was true that clearing the forest would allow successful wheat-crops to be
harvested for 30-40 years - after 40-60 years the saline underground-water would
rise up to sterilise the soils;because it was the salt-tolerant trees that were
holding the saline-water too deep underground [ by transpiration) for it to
impact the roots of surface-Peeding crops,in the top 2 metres [ he said 6 feet)
of the s0il.... like wheat, He said, including a prediction that if they cut
the forest down then Perth would have a choice between drinking Seawater or
Sewage within 90 years; I first heard that story on ABC FN's Science Report in
1997, at the B0=year mark, and I think Perth's desalinating the ocean as I write
this submissionesese

The reason this was the outcome was that the Hoyal Commission told the
Professor that they "Cbuldn®t allow Scientific Prejudice () to stand in_the
face of Agricultural Progress,...."; which is why ?pardmn the expression) the
population of Perth are able to choose to drink sewage,or seawater, with informed
gonsente

Another story worth considering is that told by the UNE Professor of
Anthropology, to the effect that 6 times im the past 10,000 years the Australians
have tried to farm wheat, in the Hunter Valley in NSW; they cleared & sowed &
harvested paddocks of the Native grasses, built permanent-dwellings with
Mud-brick grain-silos,i progressed as far as little villages, Buf:g then, every
time they went so far as to have forgotten how to be nomads, the  200-yearly

drought. showed up: end that tribe died oyt, Also, 6 times in 10,000 years |
{ mggbe simultangéusly ?)] the people in the Marahoa country had’repégt@d tries

at becoming Aguacultralists, raising Eels in Billabongs & Dx-Bow [ akes; using
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trenches to & from the river,for fresh-water circulation, regulating water-levels
by dropping rocks intm(@ pulling them out mﬁ)thm channels & feeding the

fish on pelletised-plankton,grown in a different pond ( by cutting out two
specles off littler fish,betwixt the Plankton & the large fish, thelr food-chain
became I0,000% more efficient - the Hawalans were doing something similar whepn
Captain Cook arrived there).... The same 200-yearly droughts,which killed-out

the wheat-farmers, driede-up the rivers & channels & ponds;t wiped out the
Aguaculturalists....., or so I heard on a Science-Report,on ABC Radio National,

in 1996 or ‘97,

It's entirely possible that Broasdacre Agriculture is mot & sustainable
option,if conditions suiteble For Human Life are to be maintained,on the
Continent of Australia; it isn't a joke, nor is it alarmist, All 1t'11 take to
find out would be to pull the Petroleum out of the equation or shut down the
Power-Brid,, maybe simply to deconstruct the Highway-network from pot-holes
would be sufficient; probably, time will tell,

One wonders what proportion of the Australian population would be able to
sustain life,if food was only available when locally grown & harvested & stored,
& distributed by wuscle~power; considering that wost horses in Australia live
on petroleum-grown & transported fodder, while the soil which grew Horse-feed
prior to World War Two is either now under the Suburbs, the rivers,or the oceans,
except where it's decorating Snowcaps in New Zealend.... one doubts that going
back to horses will be an option.

Something which might be workable would be small-plot subsistence
Vegetable-gardening, to eke out something like a baseline dietry-inteke, in
between efforts to rebulld & functiopal Lifestyle from whatever the Economy
leaves behind,when it departsi but,all that does depend on regular rainfall,
and the entire inland of” N&W, South-Queensland,& Victoria through to South
Australis.... depends on a healthy Murray-Darling Basine

I the Irrigation-Communities are peymitted to pursue their Dollar-driven
& Market-Forees based plans,to extract a profit from every litre in the
Riverbed, then the Scientific Bvidence irrefuteably demonstrates that they shall
kill the Basing 1t'll become & dustbowl,decorated with saltepans & skeletal
trunks of lesafless-trees, windblown & scarrified, intermittemtly drained by
an otherwise dead sewage-ditel,where the river used to be, It isn®t a threat, but
it might he a Scientist®s version of a promiseg..

When 1 pay my rates to watch the Megalitres flow under the downhill
boundary-Ffences, there is an expestation of "secondary-gains”; in that I expect
that water to nourish wetlands & forests all the way to the Western & Southern
beachline, my return~harvest is reaped when the plants transpire & the ponds
evaporate - thus humidi{fying the Westerly-Winds,after they blow hot & dry
out of Central-Australia but before they arrive at the Western Slopes of the
Breat Dividing Range. The plan is to sit here,just below the watershed,&
be rained-upon by my own recycled Western-Runoff; when the system®s in good
condition something like 40% of the rain'I recieve comes from the West,& more
than half of it comes from evapo-transpiration out of the Darling Basin, not
much floats all the way cross—continent,from the Indian Ocean-direct,

8o, while the Scientific Evidence is that almost half the MDB Water-
Allocations must be revoked & the water returned to the Environment, reclaimed
from the Irrigationists who’ve been stealing 1it; the Economic/Agrocult-ists
are all howling & wailing in protest, like lunatics in the. moonlight, incensed
that they might be prevented from continuing to conduct one of the worst
examples of Bnvironmental vandalism,in prospeet,on the Planet at the moment,
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History (GContinued):

Globally speaking, with the exception perhaps of the Rainforest.
Dwellers of Soubth America, the proximate cause of the fall of every Civilisation
that ever rose for the past 5,000 years has been unfettered Broad-acre Agroculture,
following widéspread deforestation,b generally intensified by irrigation.

One might joke that the Egyptian Economists preached upomn the need for
their Government to bulld a Tourist-attraction, which reguired the desertiffication
of the Sahara,b Libya’s amology to be destroyed; all in the effort to grow encugh
Barley,tn feed the Stonemasonsg needed #o bulld the Pyramids & the SphinXese. But
it's all more or less too true to laugh at, including the not-so-minor point
that something like half of all the Egyptians currently known to be employed are
seratohing a living by satering to the Internationsl Tourdistss; who still flock
to gawp at the Pyramids,while paying no attention at all to the Desert it took
to erect the masonry.

In Babylon they hit upon the concept off irrigating the desertifying
landscape,when the reinfall commenced to diminish following deforestation - as
it tends to dog and the trick held their Civilisation together, for a while; until
the disolved-salts,from the irrigation-water, sterilised their soil. Refugees
from Babylon took progressive-notions to Breece, where Civilisation flourished
until deforestation compelled Alexander The Breat to conguer new lands, always
seeking more; and when his administration died with him,it was the Bomans
with their “Latifundis" - broadacre farms operated with slave-labour - who
wiped out thelr own sbology & then trashed Eurupe, to make up their percleved
shortfalls, With Bows, Arrows, Nets,& Spears, the Roman Empire made Lions extinet;
from the Mediterranean to Scotlaend and Portugal to Persia.

The Cambodians crashed their ecology around Ankor-Wat, the Mayans & the
Incas & the Cacaxtlans did it in South America,from Peru to Mexico; the Long-Ears
sailed from South America to Easter Island on Papyrus Rafts, the Reeds growing
in the Crater-Lake at Easter Island are genetically-identical with the ones
growing in Lake-Titiceos.... Once they arrived they deforested the Island, but
held their Culture intact;until the Polynesians arrived,& displaced them,

In every case, the pursuit of increased productionsvia the fantasy that
Humans are capable of better managing the landscape than millions of years of
Evolution/Godtheory-Implemtation,has always & everywhere produced the same
sequence of events; following an initial apparent success - allowing output to
grow above what Nature would®ve provided, then,as the Ecology disintegrates
it becomes unprofitable to sow further destruction as yields drop, finally
the Economie Activity is abandoned in that area,& Nature attempts to repair
the damage.

The favourite excuse has been the need to service the Mortgage, which may te
be why so many of the Religious Teachers from arcund the Mediterranean preach
against the Charging or Paying of Interest,on loans; the Pharisees, the
Zoroastrians, the Commandments Moses brought down to the Hebrews - all florbid
what they called "“the practice of Usury", because the Godtheory said 1t was so,
l.ater on, the Hebrews were taughi by Deutermmumyanot,tm Charge Interest to
one’s brothers®,. which became something of a loophole; other Jews could borrow
freely, but all the Goyim would have to pay interest on loans..... Following
which the Jews became rather rich, the landscape was despoiled as the economy
prospered; and many off the tribes paying interest on loans, simultaneously,
developed different strains off Anti~Semitism, Then,Jesus said all men are brothers:

About the time the Roman Empire was at it's peak, along toddles Joshua
Ben-David, also known as Jesus,"the Christ"( "the Annointed” is what that @eans}
who remains Famous to this day; for throwldg the Moneylenders out of the Temple
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off Solomon, they wers charging interest on loans used to purchase animals &
birds for sescrificing upomn the Altar, and the Jesus-ish view was that the
Usurious-transaction defiled the whole process - turning it into Blasphemy
rather than Prayer. 1t's a logically-coherent viewpoint, but the Moneylenders
had been paying plenty off taxes,to the Civil Authorityjand their complaints duly
caused Jesus to be executed, for his Orthodoxy,.

For the following 600 years Christisns despised the Jews as much for
their breach of the Usury-Commandment as they did for their involvement in
petitioning the Romans to execute Jesus, but then Mohammed began preaching
in Arabia { heavily desertified!) against the evils of Usury; he said it turned
the land into desert,and ruined the borrower®s health, with overwork to_the
borrower & lack of Fallow-seasons for the Land,....Allah,too, forbids 81k Yeury g

In order to differentiate themselves from the Moslems the Christians
decided to tolerate those who paid interest,while it was still considered
sinful to charge inter +t; and meanwhile,it becams fashionable for the City-
States on the Italian Peninsula to allow a small "Ghetto® off Jews to exist
around the Gity Wall, the Jews would then grow rich firom their wicked Usurious
practices, and their income~stream could be duly taxed to support the treasury,
and pay the militarists to behave themselves,

By the time Shakespeare was writing his Merchant Of Venice, the Church
was coming to terms with the fect that Burope®s Economy had been based on
Interest-paying Loans { disguiguised as International Currency-transactions)
for centuries; there wasn®t any way of winding that Benie back into the bottle,
the Renaissaence ococurred instead, and Europe discovered The Americas awaiting
plunder & pillage, with Expeditions funded by speculative investors using
borrowed money,with their loens insuredecss.s

There's %,000 years of evidence to the effect that allowing an individual,
or a community of individuals,to vandalise the Environment so as to pay their
debts ise completely reprehensible ideas,It's a more functional option to
pay such individuals not to try to “meke a living", by "working hard"; if all
they're able to think of is some foolish scheme to make everything worse, so
long as they make thelr repayments for a few more yearSaeess

Conclusionsge

Give the Irrigationists exactly what they’ve asked ﬁmr! They went all
the decisions to be based upon "Soecial & Economic Evaluations of Humen-Impaet,
rather than giving over-riding concern to Environmental-factors,”; T believe
that's a fair summary of what they're demandingeoo s { 7)o

Therefore, considering that i%°s clearly better to cut back Irrigation

by 50% immediately and accept that half the irrigators will need to be pald #e
be unemployed { wntil they dream up something else to do with their Lifetime

that does meke sense), rather than allowing them to persist for another decade
until they kill the entire Basin - aend they're all Un®mployed anyway; simply
explain to them that it®s PRECISELY because of the Egonomic & Social-implications
that they have to be stopped,now! Halfl of them on the Dole,right now,beats

having everybody from the Blue Mountains to Aliee Spripgs dying off thirst; after
the Irrigation-Community makes yet another Desert, chasing their profit-fantasies,

Why else d'y' think we've got such a Mining-Boom at the moment, if not to
feed enough royalties to the Govermment that Australia cen choose to pay
the Dole,to all the unemployed Irrigationists T It's a bettgr use oft the céah
than playing Hopscotech,omn the Minefields of Posurdistan; which is wh@r? it's )
being otherwise wasted, Jjust ngwa,5§y?¥agfglig please be brave, get this right .
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