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DEWR response to ~ttlimJnary4SGMquestionson notice

QI. Could you provideuswith a list of thelocal tradescommittees,by state?

Yes(SeeAttachmentA)

.

Local TradesCommittees(LTCs)arelocatedin eachAustralianState. New SouthWaleshas
coveragefor the ACT andSouthAustraliaover NT. CommitteesrepresenttheEngineering,
Electrical,Boiler making, Sheetmetal andBlacksmithingtrades.

Q2.Presumablythesebodiesundertakesomeassessmentof tradeskills gainedoverseas
for personsresidentin Australia.

LTCs assessclaimsof training andexperiencefrom eligible Australianresidentswho have
gainedskills throughtraining oron thejob experiencein Australiaor overseas.A successful
applicationresultsin therelevantLTC conferringan AustralianRecognisedTradeCertificate
(ARTC).

LTCsconsidertheevidenceoftraining andworkplaceexperienceoutlinedby applicants
againsttheCriteriaandGuidelinesestablishedby theCentralTradesCommitteesunderthe
Tradesmen‘s RightsRegulationsAct1946 (theAct). TheAct is thevehiclethroughwhich an
ARTC is issued. TRA providesadministrativeandsecretariatsupportto theLTCs.

Q3. Is thisonly for tradesoutsidetheprescribedmetalandelectricaltradesassessedby
TRA domesticallyordo theyassistin IRA’s domesticwork in this areaalso?

LTCs assessapplicantsin prescribedmetalandelectricaltradesonly. A full list of these
tradesis specifiedin theAct AttachmentB . Registeredtraining organisations,including
stateandterritoryauthoritiesandprivateorganisationsareresponsiblefor skills assessments
in otheroccupations.

Q4. Presumably,theseindividualsthenhaveto apply for statelicensing/registration,
separatefrom this process.Could you alsocommenton thefollowing excerptfrom the
Perthhearings(availablethroughtheCommitteewebsite).We areinterestedin
whetherthereis a dualprocess,assuggested,whereoverseasskilledmigrantsneedto
go throughIRA’s assessmentprocessoffshoreandthenthroughanassessmentprocess
onshorethroughIRA (to obtainanARIC) and/orwhetherthis appliesonly to the
prescribedmetaland electricaltradesassessedby IRA domestically.Presumably,these
individualsthenhaveto apply for statelicensing/registration,separatefrom this
process.

TRA is askills assessingauthorityempoweredundertheMigration Regulations1994to
assesstheskills of potentialmigrantsin all tradesandsomeparaprofessionaloccupations
TheDepartmentof ImmigrationandMulticultural Affairs requirea successfulTRA skills
assessmentasa prerequisitefor a visaapplicationunderthegeneralskilled migration.

Thevastmajorityof TRAs pre migrationskills assessmentsarecompletedin avery short
time. Applicationsfrom potentialmigrantsin occupationson themigrationoccupationin
demandlist (MODL), which representabout90%of all TRA internationalapplications,are
assessedwithin 10 workingdays.
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If successfifl in their visa application,uponarrival in Australia,migrantsmayneedto
undertakefurther assessmentto establishtheir credentialsand statusin theindustrial
community. Therequirementfor asecondassessmentoncea migrantarrivesin Australiais
not uniqueto themetalandelectricaltrades. Further,someoccupationsandmosttradeshave
state enforcedlicensingorregistrationrequirementstat mustbe satisfiedbeforea person
canbe employedin Australiain that occupationortrade.

UndertheTradesmen‘s RightsRegulationsAct 1946, TRA undertakestradesskills
assessmentsfor eligible Australianresidentsin prescribedmetal andelectricaltrades. TRA
doesnothaveamonopolyon this activity. Registeredtraining organisations(RTOs),
including stateandterritoryauthoritiesandprivateorganisations,also offer tradeskills
assessmentfor Australianresidentsin themetalandelectricaltrades.

In comparisonwith RTOs,TRAs ARTC is anationally recognisedassessmentfor licensing
purposes.Thecostof an ARTC is significantly lower thanfrom an RTO anddomestic
assessmentsarecurrentlybeingcompletedby TRA within 60 workingdays,typically quicker
thanRTOs.

TRA makesall reasonableefforts to ensuretat successfulinternationalstreamapplicantsare
awarethat licensingrequirementsmayapplyoncetheyarrivein Australia. Key contact
detailsfor skills recognitionandlicensingauthoritiesareprovidedto successfulpre-
migrationapplicantswith theTRA acceptanceletter(AttachmentC

Thecommentsmadeby Ms Fletcherandthequestionsraisedhereby theCommitteego to
someofthe issuestheCoalitionof AustralianGovernments(COAG) is addressingin its
initiative announced10 February2006. COAG’s emphasisis on streamliningtheassessment
processandfacilitatingskilled tradespeopleinto AustraliaandtheAustralianworkforce as
quickly aspossible. Streamliningtheassessmentprocesswill be dependenton statesand
territoriesachievingmutualrecognitionof licensingstandardsandstrengthenedcompetency
based,outcomesfocusedtrainingstandards.

StewartThomas
AssistantSecretary
WorkplaceProgrammesBranch
(02) 6121 6208

18 April 2006
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AttachmentA

Central Trades Committees

Central(EngineeringTrades)Committee

Central(ElectricalTrades)Committee

Central(BoilermakingTrades)Committee

Central(BlacksmithingTrades)Committee

Central(SheetMetal Trades)Committee

Local Trades Committees

Victoria

Local (EngineeringTrades)Committee— VIC

Local (ElectricalTrades)Committee— VIC

Local (BoilermakingTrades)Committee— VIC

Local (BlacksmithingTrades)Committee— VIC

Local (SheetMetalTrades)Committee— VIC

New SouthWales/ AustralianCapitalTerritory

Local (EngineeringTrades)Committee— NSW/ACT

Local (ElectricalTrades)Committee— NSW/ACT

Local (BoilermakingTrades)Committee— NSW/ACT

Local (BlacksmithingTrades)Committee NSW/ACT

Local (SheetMetalTrades)Committee— NSW/ACT

Oneensland

Local (EngineeringTrades)Committee— QLD

Local (ElectricalTrades)Committee— QLD

Local (BoilermakingTrades)Committee— QLD

Local (BlacksmithingTrades)Committee— QLD

Local (SheetMetal Trades)Committee— QLD

Tasmania

Local (EngineeringTrades)Committee— TAS

Local (ElectricalTrades)Committee— TAS

Local (BoilermakingTrades)Committee— TAS

Local (BlacksmithingTrades)Committee— TAS

Local (SheetMetal Trades)Committee— TAS
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WesternAustralia

Local (EngineeringTrades)Committee— WA

Local (ElectricalTrades)Committee— WA

Local (BoilermakingTrades)Committee— WA

Local (BlacksmithingTrades)Committee— WA

Local (SheetMetalTrades)Committee— WA

SouthAustralia/ NorthernTerritory

Local (EngineeringTrades)Committee— SAINT

Local (ElectricalTrades)Committee— SAINT

Local (BoilermakingTrades)Committee— SAINT

Local (BlacksmithingTrades)Committee— SAINT

Local (SheetMetalTrades)Committee— SAINT



AttachmentB

List of tradesscheduledunder the TRR Act

Armaturewinder
Automotiveelectrician
Blacksmith
Bodymaker, first class
Boilermaker
Boilermakerandstructuralsteeltradesperson
Coppersmith
Electrical Fitter
Electrical Fitter(instruments)
Electricalmechanic
Electroplater,first class
First classmachinist
First classmachinist(boring)
First classmachinist(drilling)
First classmachinist(grinding)
First classmachinist(milling)
First classwelder(blacksmithing)
First classwelder(engineering)
First classwelder(sheetmetal)
Fitter
Fitter(diesel)
Fitter(instruments)
Fitterand first classmachinist
Fitterand turner
Forger
Groundengineer(airframe)
Groundengineer(airframeandengines)
Groundengineer(electrical)
Groundengineer(engines)
Groundengineer(instruments)
Groundengineer(radio)
Locksmith
Machinesetter
Mechanic(marineandotherengines200cc& above)
Motor cycle mechanic
Motor mechanic
Panelbeater
Patternmaker
Refrigerationmechanic
Scientific instrumentmaker
Sheetmetal worker,first class
Structuralsteeltradesperson
Telecommunicationsmechanic
Tradespersonheattreater
Tradesperson(radio)
Tradesperson(radio and television)
Tradesperson(television)
Turner
Welder,first class(boilennaking)
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AttachmentC

Australian Accreditation, Licensing and Registration Contacts

Are you eligible for an Australian Recognised Trade Certificate issuedby Trades RecognitionAustralia
(TRA)

?

If you havebeenacceptedin anengineering,electrical,metal fabricationor welding trade,you may alsobe
eligible for anAustralianRecognisedTradeCertificate(ARTC). An ARTC is a nationallyrecognisedtrade
qualificationthat you mayapply for whenyou becomea residentin Australia. Forfurther informationonan
ARTC, pleasecontactTRA’s Office for DomesticAssessments.

TradesRecognitionAustralia
Tel: (03) 9954 2537or 1300 360 992
Fax: (03)9954 2588
Mail: GPO Box 9879MelbourneVIC 3001
www.workr,laccnov.au/tra

Registration and Accreditation Contacts

For further training:

New SouthWales
VocationalTrainingTribunal
Tel: (02)9266 8450
3385
www.dctnsw.nov.au

queensland
VocationalEducation.Training and EmploymentCommission
Tel: (07)3247 5477 Fax: (07)3247 5488
www detiroId.nov.au

SouthAustralia
Department of Further Education, Employment,
Training

Science& Technology
4358
Tel: (08)8226 3398 Fax: (08) 82263383
wwwtfc.sa.edu.au/vetdiv

AustralianCapitalTerritory
ACT AccreditationandRegistrationCouncil
EducationandCommunityServices
Tel: (02)6205 7066 Fax: (02) 62057045
www .dna.act.nov au/education/vetbranch/index.htrn

Victoria
VETASSESS
Tel: (03) 96554801 Fax: (03)9654

Email vctasscs(Wvctasscss.com.au
Internetwww.verassesscomau

WesternAustralia
OverseasQualificationUnit
Tel: (08)92 12 0111

Tasmania
Office of VocationalEducationand

Tel: (03)6233 7708 Fax:(03) 6234

www dvet.tas.nov.an

NorthernTerritory
GroupTrainingNorthernTerritory
Tel: (08) 89800614

Electrical Licensingcontacts

For anelectrical licence:

NewSouthWales
HomeBuilding LicensingUnit
Tel: (02) 98950111
www. fairtradinnnsw.gov.au

Oucensland
ElectricalLicensingBoard
Tel: 1300 362 320 Fax: 61 732479453

Victoria
TheOffice of theChiefElectrical Inspector
Tel: (03)9203 9757 FreeCall: 1800 815 721

Western Australia
TheElectricalLicensingBoard
Tel: (08) 9422 5282
wwwencrnvsafctv,wa.nov.au
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SouthAustralia
BusinessandOccupationalServices
Electrical Licensing
Tel: (08)8204 9644
www.ocba.sa~ov.au

AustralianCapitalTerritory
Departmentof UrbanServices
Building, Electrical andPlumbingControl
Tel: (02)62076400

Tasmania
Electricity Standardsand Safety
Tel: (03) 6233 7831
www.wst,tas,~ov.auIelectricity

NorthernTerritory
Electrical& PlumbingLicensingBoard
Tel: (08) 89997152

Plumbing.DraininaandGasfittingRegistrationandLicensingContacts

For aplumbing licence:

New SouthWales
Departmentof FairTrading
Tel: (02)9377 9300

WesternAustralia
PlumbersLicensingBoard
Tel: (08) 92820478

www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au www.deocen.wa.no.au

Victoria
PlumbingIndustryCommission
Tel: (03)98892211

Gasfitting
EnergySafety
Tel: (08) 94225282

www.rnc.vlcaov.au www.energvsafetvwa.nov.au

Oucensland
PlumbersandDrainersExaminationand
Services
LicensingBoard
Tel: (07)3235 4149
www.lgn.uld.gov.au

Gasfitting
NaturalResourcesandMines
Board
xvww.nrm,old.uov.au

SouthAustralia
BusinessandOccupational

Tel: (08) 82049698
www.ocba.sa.gov.au

Tasmania
Plumbersand GasfittersRegistration

Tel: (03)6233 4629

SouthernRegionOffice (Brisbaneandall surrounding
areassouthandwestto asfar northasIlerveyBay)
Drainers
Tel: (07)3238 3725

CentralRegionOffice (North ofIlerveyBayandall
surroundingareaswestto asfar northasMae/toy)

Tel: (07)49384331

NorthernRegionOffice (North ofMackayandareas

NorthernTerritory
NorthernTerritory Plumbersand

LicensingBoard
Tel: (08) 89244030

Gastitting
Work HealthOffice TechnicalServices
Tel: (08) 89821700
wwwjbcnt.nov.au

AustralianCapitalTerritory
ACT Planningand LandAuthority
Tel: (02)6207 6288

west)
Tel: (07)4760 7404

www . legislation.a.ct.gov. a.u


