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Human rights and good governance education in the Asia Pacific Region

Public Hearing, Perth
Parliament's Human Rights Committee will be conducting a public hearing in Perth as part of its inquiry into human rights and good governance education in the Asia Pacific region 
The hearing will be on Thursday 3 April 2003 starting at 9.30am.  The venue for the hearing is the Commonwealth Parliamentary Offices, Level 39, 2 The Esplanade, Perth.

While human rights education programs existed prior to the declaration of the UN Decade for Human Rights Education, there has been a global increase in human rights education initiatives since 1995.  However, a ‘mid term review’ conducted by the United Nations in 2000 found that much work remained to be done.
The submissions so far received by the Sub-Committee highlight the good initiatives already in place. However, they also raise a range of issues and possible courses of action to further promote and consolidate human rights and good governance education.  

It has been proposed that regional Perth be endorsed as a participant in the global human rights city program recognised by the United Nations.  It is argued that a Human Rights City will provide the opportunity for Australia to reflect on its role as a responsible member of the international community.

The National Committee on Human Rights Education was established in 1998 as part of its response to the UN Decade for Human Rights Education.  Some of the issues raised by the National Committee include the need for a dedicated National Centre for Human Rights Education, the absence of comprehensive human rights educational programs for government officials at Federal level, and the need to establish a second decade for human rights education.
“As arguably one of the world's most successful democracies, Australia is in a very good position to make, and indeed does already make, a strong contribution to human rights and good governance education in the Asia Pacific region," Sub-Committee Chair Senator Payne, said. "We look forward to examining this very important area and considering the way forward from here."
Program
9.30

Prof Jim Ife, Dr Haruhisa Handa Chair in Human Rights Education, Curtin

University of Technology
10.15

Prof. Jan Ryan, Convenor, Perth Human Rights City Project

11.00

National Committee for Human Rights Education

For media inquiries, contact the Sub-Committee Chair, Senator Marise Payne, 
on 02 9893 5151 or via 0405 255 010 (Adam Joseph).  

For all other inquiries, contact the Sub-Committee Secretary, Adam Cunningham, on 02 6277 4628 or visit the committee website at www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/jfadt

AN INQUIRY INTO HUMAN RIGHTS AND GOOD GOVERNANCE EDUCATION IN THE ASIA PACIFIC REGION

The decade 1995-2004 has been designated as the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education. As a contribution to achieving the goals of the decade, the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade will examine and report on human rights and good governance education in the Asia Pacific region.

The Committee will examine:

· the role of human rights and good governance education in the promotion of fair and sustainable social, political and economic development;

· Australia's involvement in human rights and good governance education in the Asia Pacific region identifying achievements and obstacles to further progress;

· the involvement of the UN and other international and regional government and non-government organisations in promoting human rights education and good governance in the Asia Pacific region; and

· progress made in the Asia Pacific region towards the realisation of the goals of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education.

Submissions are due by Friday, 29 November 2002 and should be sent to: The Secretary, Human Rights Sub-Committee, Room R1 120, Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 or emailed to: jscfadt@aph.gov.au
The Committee encourages the lodgment of submissions in electronic form. Emailed submissions must include the author’s full name, phone number and postal address.
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