B Australian Government
" Department of Climate Change

Ms Sharon Grierson MP
Committee Chair
Joint Committee of Public Accounts and Audit

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Ms Grierson

Thank you for your letter of 28 October 2009 regarding the questions I took on notice
during my appearance at the Joint Committee of Public Accounts and Audit on
9 September 2009.

I apologise for the delay in the provision of responses to the questions taken on notice. The
responses to these questions are enclosed.

Yours sincerely

Dr Martin Parkinson
Secretary

November 2009
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Joint Committee of Public Accounts and Audit
Role of the Auditor-General in scrutinising government advertising
ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE
Prime Minister and Cabinet Portfolio
Department of Climate Change
9 September 2009

QoN: 1
Question: (Senator)

Senator BARNETT- In relation to the evidence that supports the views you have on
your website and the propositions made in the climate change advertisement, can you
provide the evidence, supporting material or information which says that information
on the climate change advertisements is fact.

Answer:

e The following documents provide evidence and support in relation to the
statements concerning the science of climate change and its impacts on
Australia which were made in the Climate Change Householder Action
Campaign: :

o Climate Change 2007. Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability (The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Fourth Assessment
Report);

o Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change (2006);

o The Garnaut Climate Change Review (2008); and

o Stronger Evidence but New Challenges: Climate Change Science
2001-2005 (2006). ‘

e The above is not an exhaustive list of documents containing evidence to
support statements made concerning the science of climate change or its
impacts on Australia. However, each of the aforementioned publications has
an extensive reference list that identify publications which further support the
claims put forward in the Climate Change Householder Action Campaign.

QoN:2,3&4

Question: (Senator)

Senator BARNETT — In relation to the Climate Change Householder Action
Campaign. Did you do any opinion polling or market analysis prior to preparing the
advertisement?

Answer: ‘

e  Market research was conducted by the Department in July 2008 to guide the
development of the Climate Change Household Action Campaign including
the development of the television advertisement. A copy of this research,
which was conducted by Woolcott Research on behalf of the Department, is at
Attachment A.

Clearing Officer: Secretary Action Officer: Jahda Swanborough
Phone: 6159 7100
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Karyn Wong kwong@woolcott.com.au, Helen Laverick hlaverick@woolcott.com.au and Jacky Heath jheath@woolcott.com.au
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Climate Change Commun

Prepared for
The Department of Climate Change

July 2008
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