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SENATORTHE HONERICABETZ
SpecialMinisterof State

LiI’e.raLSenawdoi.,Ta~iama
JOINT COMMIFFEE OF

L i i AUG 2004
Mr Bob CharlesMP PUBLIC ACCOUNTS & AUDIT

Chairman
JointCommitteeofPublicAccountsandAudit
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600 11 AUG 2004

DearMr aries )

I referto yourletterof23 June2004to SenatortheHonNick Minchin aboutagovernment
responseto theJointCommitteeofPublicAccountsandAudit Report377 of
September2000. SenatorMinchinhasaskedmeto respondon hisbehalfin my capacity
astheMinister responsiblefor governmentcommunicationactivities.

I aminformedby theDepartmentofthePrimeMinisterandCabinetthatin
November2000theCommitteeSecretariatadvisedthedepartmentthataformal response
wasnot requiredasthemattercontainedonly an administrativerecommendationandas
suchcouldbehandledastherelevantMinisterconsideredappropriate.

I notefrom theChairman’sForewordto Report377thattheCommitteewishedto produce
draft guidelinesforthegovernmentto consider. I alsonotethatthesedraft guidelines
werethesubjectofa strongand cogentdissentingstatementfrom theonlymemberof
yourCommitteewith extensivecurrentexperiencein theareaofGovernment
communicationsactivities. I canadvisethatthegovernmenthasconsideredthismatter
anddecidednot to adoptthosedraftguidelines.

As youwouldbeaware,thegovernmenthascontinuedto observetheGuidelinesfor
AustralianGovernmentInformationActivitiesthatwereadoptedby thepreviousLabor
governmentin February1995.

Yourssincerely

ERIC ABETZ

ParliamentHouse,CanbermACI 2600
Telephone02 6277 7600 Facsimile 02 6273 4541


