Australian Government
Australian Customs Service

{ oen comer==o¢
 §3 0T 2083 | )

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS & AUDIT

The Secretary
Joint Committee of | Accounts and Audit

Parliament House ¢

Dear Mr Catchpole

5 — 11 ConsShsfion Avenue
Canc ACT 2601

S October 2003

| _JONT COMMITTEE OF
I&[ETZIS‘]I.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS & AUDIT

At the Joint Committee of Public Accounts and Audit (JCPAA) hearing on
Aviation Secutity an 4 Segtember 2003, commities mambacs askad 2 e

provide a response in writing_

of questions that | was not able to answer at the time and | undertook o

The answers to the questions taken on nofice are attached.

Yours sincerely

/- - B I
/ /' National Director
Border Intelligence and Passengers

protecting our borders




Supplementary Submission - 8 October 2003

Senator Watson asked - What has been the dollar mpacton costs o
Customs of the exira security assotiaies with he Sepiemibes 39 Poiess?

The answer to the question is as follows:

Some of the work underiaken by Cusioms B resporse © 1 Sepeotes @i
within the broader gamut of border enforcement activity and occurs within
existing funded activities with an increased counter terrorism focus. Examples
of this include:

e working with relevant security agencies to develop possible indicators
of potential terrorists or affiliates and applying this understanding in
day to day activity at the border:

e using existing capability to screen passengers in advance of their
arrival at the border; and

e continuing triais of biometric technoiogy in the form of acai
recognition equipment linked to passport information.

In addition, the Government has allocated $42 3 million over four years o
2005/06 towards the expansion and enhancement of Customs advance
passengers prior to arrival at the border. To date $4.6M has been spent on
the project.

The Government response to the Bali incident has also allocated $14 85
million over four years to 2005/06 for new fraud defeciing document readess.
The readers will be installed at all nternational arports to improve Customs
false passports detection capability. To date $0.3M has been spent on the
project and a further $4M is expected to be outiaid following delivery of
equipment and acceptance testing towards the end of this month.

Customs created a Counter Terrorism {CT) Secion in Novemiber 2002 o
coordinate Customs counter terrorism activity and to facilitate assistance o




-

Commonwealth agencies such as the Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation and the Australian Federal Police in their investigation of
terrorism. The Section is also responsible for coordinating Customs national
CT planning and the development and delivery of CT awareness fraining that
is mandatory for aii officers. Customs has mnplemented a T Seesrg
Commitiee, chaired by the TED for Cusioms opesaionah anG poicy
responses in the event of a terrorist incident.

Ms Grierson asked for information on the number of prohibited tems
detected by Customs.

The answer to the question is as follows:

In 2000/01 Customs seized 2281 prohibited mports from passengers at
international aicparts. Sezure ates ncreased signiicantly far 200102 and
2002/03 to 5298 and 5406 prohibited iems respeciively. These iems ranged
from firearms, flick knives and blowpipes to electric fiy swatters.

Mr Charles asked — Has Customs ever detected either at an airport or 2 port
a surface-to-air missile?

The answer to the question is as follows:

Customs records indicate that there have been no detections of attempts o
illegally import surface to air missiles. Within the wider Customs environment
there have been detections of other undeciared munitions fems, for example
artillery shells and projectiles. In all cases these have been inert at the time of
arrival.
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