The Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia

Report 420

Annual Report 2009-10

Joint Commiittee of Public Accounts and Audit

February 2011
Canberra







© Commonwealth of Australia 2010

ISBN 978-0-642-79413-0 (Printed version)
ISBN 978-0-642-79414-7 (HTML version)



Contents

FOTBWOIT ...ttt e bbbt e s ettt e b e et be s et et e b e s et ene e e Vi
Membership of the COMMILEE .........ccciiiiiiee e vii
List Of @DDrEVIAtIONS .........vevieiiecece et Xi
1 JCPAA functions and methods of operation............ccccvrnnninnnnnnnnnn. 1
INEFOAUCHION ...ttt ———————————————————— 1
COMMIttEE AULIES ....ccceererereccsre s 1
Review Auditor-General’s reports and conduct policy INQUIFIES...........cccceevevcreeeeeiiieieieeecee, 2
Advise the Auditor-General of the audit priorities of the Parliament............cccoveviiiinnennee 3

Approve or reject any nomination for an appointment as Auditor-General or Independent

X o (o] TS 3
Review the annual budget of the ANAD ..o 4
Approve the annual report requirements for Commonwealth agencies............cccocvvvnnceecinnne. 5
Biannual hearings with the Commissioner of Taxation..............cccoecveeceecccceceeeee e 5
Annual hearing on the ANAO/Defence “Major Projects Report”............cocovvvniennnnninencinnnn. 5
Australasian Council of Public Accounts Committees (ACPAC) ..., 6
How the Committee OPErates........ouiiissssssnssssssssssrs s ssssssssnns 6
CONAUCE OF INQUIFIES ...ttt 6
Government responses t0 JCPAA TEPOIMS .........c.cucveueieieieieieieieieiee et 7
The ComMIttEe SECIETANIAL..........ciieeeee s 8
2 Summary of activities for 2009-10...........cccoerrrnrmn i ——————— 9
00T 1T G £ oo o (R 9

Report 415: Review of Auditor-General’s Reports tabled between September 2008 and January



Report 416: Review of the Major Projects Report 2007-2008 ................cccocoveeeereeeereeenenns 10
Report 417: Review of Auditor-General’s Reports tabled between February 2009 and
SEPLEMBEL 2009..........ooeeeeeeieieieieeee ettt ettt 10
Inquiries in progress at 30 June 2010 ... ————————— 11
Inquiry into the Auditor-General ACt 1997 ..o 11
Inquiry into the Auditor-General’s role in scrutinising government advertising .............cccccveene. 12
Review of Auditor-General’s FEPOIS ...........ccciiiiiiiiiiiieeises e 12
Other Committee activities for 2009-10.............cccceviinrnnnnnn i —————— 13
Audit priorities of the Parliament ... e 13
Statement on the draft estimates for the ANAO, budget day 2010.............ccccveveveerececcicnes 14
Biannual public hearings with the Commissioner of Taxation .............ccccccceeeceeieiereiiieseeeene, 15
2009-10 Annual Report Requirements for Commonwealth agencies...........c.cocoveeeenrinenenns 15
Briefing on public SECtOr gOVErNANCE ISSUES .......c.ciiiiiiiiciie e 16
Engagement with the Independent AUAItOr ............cociiiiicciiec e 16
Speeches and meetings With delegations .............ccvriin e 17
Appendix A - Committee meetings 2009-10..........c.ccccerrerrriessnnessnsesesssesessnens 19

Appendix B - Committee expenses 2009-10...........ccccorvermnnmssnsnsnmnssssssssssssnns 21



Foreword

I am pleased to present the 2009-10 annual report of the Joint Committee of Public
Accounts and Audit (JCPAA), pursuant to section 8B of the Public Accounts and
Audit Committee Act 1951.

In general terms, the duties of the JCPAA are to:

m examine the financial affairs of authorities of the Commonwealth, and
examine all reports of the Auditor-General that are tabled in each house
of the Parliament;

m consider the operations and resources of the Audit Office;

m approve or reject the Prime Minister’s recommendation for
appointment of the Auditor-General and the Independent Auditor; and

» increase parliamentary and public awareness of the financial and
related operations of government.

While this report is being released by the Committee in the 43rd Parliament, the
activities recorded herein were undertaken by our predecessor Committee before
the 2010 federal election. I thank the members of that Committee (chaired by
Sharon Grierson MP, Deputy Chair Petro Georgiou MP) for their work, and on
behalf of the new Committee flag our ongoing commitment to proper scrutiny of
the use of public resources by the Executive and its agencies.

Robert Oakeshott MP
Chair
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