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Dear Madam

SUSTAMABILITY CITIES INQUIRY

The Victorian Government welcomes the House of Representatives Standing
Committee on Environment and Heritage Inquiry into Sustainable Cities 2025,

I attach the Victorian Government submission to the Inquiry in accordance with the
extension of deadline to 18 December 2003 agreed with the Department of
Sustainability and Environment.

In addition to the focus on Melbourne 2030 - Planning for Sustainable Growth as a
model for planning for a sustainable city, the targeted submission also focuses on key
transport issues and suggests possible roles for the Commonwealth Government,

If you have any queries about the submission, please contact Serenity Hill, Acting
Manager, Policy Integration on 9637 8742.

Yours faithfully

c

MP
Minister for Planning
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2030 - PLANNING FOR SUSTAINABLE

Melbourne 2030 ~ Planning for Sustainable Growth, is a 30-year plan to manage
growth and change across metropolitan Melbourne and the 'Surrounding region. It
emphasises the city's interdependence with regional Victoria, and the need to deliver
sustainable growth across the whole State.

Melbourne 2030 outlines nine key directions whose achievement over time will make
Melbourne and its region more sustainable. The nine directions relate to:
1, A more compact city
2, Better management of metropolitan growth
3, Networks with regional cities
4, A more prosperous city
5, A great place to be
6, A fairer city
7, A greener city
8, Better transport links
9, Better planning decisions & careful management

Melbourne 2030 adopts a co-ordinated approach to land use, transport, and'
infrastructure development. The strategy recognises that our major cities are
increasingly drivers of national economic growth, but that growth needs to be
managed to ensure the balanced .achievement of environmental, social and economic
outcomes. Melbourne 2030 provides an integrated approach to metropolitan
development, and its approach to integrating land use and transport planning provides
an effective model for achieving more sustainable cities.

Improved environmental management underpins Melbourne 2030. The Government
is committed to reducing resource use and waste generation and to creating an
environmentally sustainable path for future growth and development in Melbourne
and the surrounding region. The Strategy includes actions that will help reduce
greenhouse emissions and promotes measures to improve "air quality. Efforts to
reduce potable water use and recycle waste water will be encouraged and water
harvesting protected from incompatible uses. Melbourne 2030 also includes
measures to reduce the negative impact of stormwater on waterways and bays.

Melbourne 2030 aims to continue to protect the liveability of established urban areas
while better managing 'greenfields' urban development and accommodating an
increasing proportion of new development in and around activity centres and at other
strategic redevelopment sites. It focuses fringe 'development in defined growth
based around major regional transport corridors, with the bulk of new greenfields
development to be within accessible distance of high capacity public transport
services. An urban growth boundary has been established to direct greenfields
development to the defined growth areas and protect non-urban uses in the eleven
'green wedges' which surround Melbourne.

To provide greater certainty to both the government and the development Industry,
and to ensure that land supply constraints do -not affect housing affordability, the
Victorian Government has instituted an Urban Development Program to ensure that a
15 year ongoing land supply is maintained in Melbourne's growth areas. The Urban
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then, over a 20-year period, the population of Melbourne would increase by
20%, the total amount of vehicular travel would increase by about 30%, but
the costs of traffic congestion would almost treble. Congestion must be
recognised as a major threat to the economic sustainability and liveability of
Melbourne and other metropolitan regions - with increasing costs for business,
and reducing quality of personal access and mobility in future years.

• The environmental impacts of traffic, such as gaseous and noise emissions: •
Over 60% of the greenhouse gas emissions from transport are attributed to
private cars. Emissions and a car-based lifestyle increase the burden on the
health system. In addition, the amenity of residential areas and of community
and shopping precincts needs to be'protected.

• Keeping up with growth: As the metropolitan area expands, there are
continuing demands for transport infrastructure and services to be provided -
for example, for outer urban arterial roads to be upgraded to acceptable safety
and service standards, to support new industrial development and to enable
freight to move efficiently; and for public transport services to be extended, so
that the residents of new suburbs will have access to a range of employment
opportunities, community services and social activities.

» Inefficient energy consumption, particularly of fossil fuels.

While the Victorian Government is working to reduce these impacts by improving the
sustainablity of the urban structure, and developing an improved, integrated transport
system as a key part of this, the Commonwealth also needs to ensure that its
contributions are complementary and work with State investments to deliver a holistic
and effective urban strategy.

Freight and Passenger Interaction

Over 80% of vehicles in Victoria are private passenger cars, while approximately 16%
of vehicles have freight carrying capacity (13% light commercial vehicles, and 3%
tracks). In the freight and logistics sector, the majority of trips (and the majority of

moved) occur within the metropolitan area. Over 80% of the freight task in
Victoria, whether measured as tonnes moved or as tonne-kilometres, is connected
with Melbourne; that is, the origin, or the destination or both are within the
metropolitan area. Interstate and inter-regional vehicles use the network of urban
arterial roads to reach their destinations (or to progress from their origins),
intermingling with intra-metropolitan freight vehicles and private cars. And
conversely, private cars and intra-metropolitan commercial traffic use the major
highway corridors and associated freeway links for commuting and everyday local
travel.

A systems approach is needed to support commercial activity and improve the
efficiency of freight movements. As it is within the metropolitan area that congestion
delays and environmental impacts are most acute, improving the performance of the
transport system in Melbourne is essential to overall productivity. This cannot be
achieved through one particular program of solutions. Rather, a range of co-ordinated
strategies will need to be developed and applied, and the State would not wish to have
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