[image: image1.png]


[image: image1.png]
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE RECENT AUSTRALIAN BUSHFIRES

INQUIRY INTO RECENT AUSTRALIAN BUSHFIRES


Bushfires: further public hearings in regional Victoria
 Monday 28 July to Wednesday 30 July: Omeo, Buchan, Ballarat
The House of Representatives Committee established to examine issues surrounding recent bushfires is holding further public hearings and inspections in Victoria next week. 

The committee will hold hearings in Omeo on Monday 28 July (East Gippsland Shire Council Chambers), Buchan on Tuesday 29 July (Buchan Neighbourhood House) and Ballarat on Wednesday 30 July (Ballarat Town Hall).

The committee will hear from volunteer firefighters, firefighting organisations, local councils, environmental groups, farmers and others. 

The committee - which has received almost 450 written submissions - has already conducted public hearings in the NSW towns of Nowra, Katoomba, Richmond and Cooma and the Victorian town of Wodonga, with inspections in the surrounding areas, as well as inspections and hearings in the ACT.

The committee will hold further inspections and public hearings in Tasmania and Western Australia.

The committee is aiming to table its report on 6 November 2003.

For media comment, contact Committee Chair, Mr Gary Nairn: tel (02) 6297 3952 or 0419 420 108

For queries on the inquiry process, contact the Committee Secretary, Ian Dundas via 
(02) 6277 4813 or visit the inquiry website at www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/bushfires/
PUBLIC HEARING PROGRAMS

Note: All the written submissions noted below appear on the inquiry website: 

Omeo – Monday 28 July 2003 (East Gippsland Shire Council)
10.00am

The Mountain Cattlemen’s Association of Victoria (sub #424)
10.45am
Mrs Anne Strang and Mrs Margery Scott (sub #211) 

11.30am
Timber Communities Australia (sub #287)

12.15pm
Mr Robert Pendergast (sub #102)
1.45pm
Mr Neville Robinson (sub #119) 

2.30pm

Major Russell Smith (sub #87) 

3.15pm

Open forum

Buchan – Tuesday 29 July 2003 (Buchan Community Centre)
9.00 a.m.

Mr Nick Margetts (sub #12) 
9.45 a.m.
Mr Ralph Barraclough (sub #407) 

10.45 a.m.
Open forum

Ballarat – Wednesday 30 July 2003 (Trench Room, Town Hall Building, Ballarat)
8.30 a.m.

Forest Owners Conference (sub #350) & Victorian Association of Forest Industries (sub #212)

9.30 a.m.
Aerial Agricultural Association of Australia Ltd (sub #57)

10.30 a.m.
CEPU (sub #33) 

11.15 a.m.
Institute of Public Affairs (sub #157)

12.00 p.m.
Dr Kevin Tolhurst (sub #210) & Mr Peter Bentley (sub #143)

1.30 p.m.
Barricade Fire Protection Pty Ltd (sub #86)

2.15 p.m.
Mr Athol Hodgson (sub #450 tba) 

