L sent by | B362332779 LIBERAL MEDin Aad->n4 30788762 18122 Pg: 173
- 1362332779

_SUBMISSION NO. 97

4" Floor, Henty Honse
1 Civic Squarc
Launceston Tas 7250

" Hon Sue Napier, MHA
Liberal Member for Bass

Shadow Minister for: i
Health and Human Services HOUSE OF ASSEMDLY (03) 6336 2427 Office
Police and Public Safety ' (03) 6336 2255 Fax
Racing, Sport and Recreation
' Women Tasmania

- Infrastructure, Local Government B
o ' | | | Secretary: . Lot

---------------------------

o H | RECEIVED
30 August 2002 | | 2 SEP 2002
- ‘ ' HOURE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TUANDING COMMITTEE ON
TRANGBPORT AND
RN L RERVICES

 Mr Paul Neville MP
'Chairman o
Standing Committee on Transpott and Regional Services
"House of Representatives
- Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

By Fax: (02) 6277 4424

Dear Sir

TN

Submission to inguiry i'n_to' cqm’rhjei'_éial_ regional aviation services
In Australia and transport links to major populated islands

As the Tasmanian Shadow 'Minis:ter for:TraﬁSpbrt'my' infention in this submission is to
~ assist in highlighting the unique characteristics of both the Furneaux Islands and King

 Island and their special transportneeds. = # j

These islands describe themselves as be.ing reliant upon commercial forces 1o prm?idc ‘
reliable, cost effective and appropriate air and sea services for the movement of all -
people, produce, livestock and freight on and off the islands. :
Their populations of arouud. 900 and 1800 people i'cspcétive}y puts them among the 3
. largest populated islands in Australia. o S

T e Ekenn

| Both island ‘groups have suffered from the collapse or withdrawal of four regional air . ‘
carriers and a national air carrier (Ansctt/Kendall) and today are serviced by aircrafl
- that are in most cases over 20 years old and carry nine passengers (Piper Chieflans). ‘

The cost of air travel for the distance involved is relatively expensive, cspecially when

you compare the cost with the discount and cheaper airfares now available to mainland
- Tasmanians and mainland Australians through competition via Virgin Bluc and -
~ Qentas. SR R e TR -
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‘While the shipping freight requircments of Flinders Island have been well catered for

by a relatively new shipping service through the Mathew Flinders, King Island is

currently concerned about the firture of their shipping services. Neither island

- ‘however, are able 10 access freight equalization for the Tasmania 1o King/Flinders
- Island legs,

‘Both of the Islands are concerned that they are not able to access Federal Government
freight and passenger subsidies as do others who travel Bass Strait by sea.

There is a strong casc of equity for an equivalent of the Bass Strait Passenger

~ Transport Equalization rebate to be applicd to air travel for both the Melbourne to
King/Flinders Island and the Island to mainland Tasmania routcs. There is no
alternative sea transport travel. ' Nor do they have the option of free car travel. In fac,
it costs $480 for locals to transport a car on one section of the journey (tourists get a
free return trip for their car courtesy of the shipping company).

ey

Tourism is already v_e'ry strongly established oh.King Island, and is a growing industry
on Flinders Island, as much as the recent history of airline failurc and/or disruption has
allowed. Tourism very much complements their other strong agricultural and fishing
~ industries. - | '

In the light of the aggressive competition from Virgin Blue and the two new Statc-
- - owned Spirits of Tasmania, backed by the Commonwealth recognition of the nationel
i highway, both King and Flinders Islands are at a comparative tourism disadvantage.
" There is a need for State and Commonwealth cooperation in providing a range of
~ incentives to remote and isolated islands such as King lIsland and Flinders Island that
. could include: ” '

s Air travel rebates for passengers that connect {0 both mainland Tasmania and
~ ‘Australia.

o Incentives to ship operators to renew contracts for shipping, and maintain
reliable, reasonably priced services. - o -

e Access to the Bass Strait Freight Equalization scheme or an cquivalent for the |
Islands. o _ -

® Funding or tax incentives to enablc RPT passenger scrvices to upgrade aircrafl.

* Capital upgrade of airport irunways to encourége larger capacity planes capable 5
of carrying 19 passengers or more. . . N
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Given the high cost of operating Jocal airports, but rccognising their importance as
essential infrastructure for the Islands, there should be a review of the impact of
 transferring acrodromes into local ownership with a view to reducing the cost imposts

~ on rural and remotc Island communities.

~ These are just a few of the issues facing islanders that I urge the committec to
“investigate and recommend options to help enhance transport scrvices, particularly air
~ services, to King Island and the Furneaux islands.

I believe that it could be beneficial for the committee, if possible, to visit these islands
to take oral submissions direotly from the relevant Councils and allow members of the
local community to attend and express their experiences and concerns. 1 wrge the
committee to give serious consideration to this.

~ Yours sincerely

- Hon Sue Napier, MHA
- Tasmanian Shadow Infrastructure Minister
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