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Dear Committee Me.mbers P S
Thankyou' for the oppor"tumty to make commem* re The Inquiry into Commercial =
Regional Aviation Ser'wces in Austmha and Tmnsport Lmks ’ro Mmor Pcpt.zim"ed
Islands”. ' : :

I moved to Flinders Island ( eastern Bass Strait ) approx 4years ago with the
desire to open and operate a B&B tourist operation. Because of the. reduc?:on in air
services to Flinders Island. since ‘that time and the. ongoing related ~problems
expemence.d by several airline operm‘ors I have pwl' my. business pians “on hold" -
indefinately pending rmprovemems 1o the: fmnspcri' services wh:ch would enable a" |
tourism re!a?ed busme.ss cm Flmders Islcmd to be a veabie bussness :

Since 1985 I have vaelied exfens;vely Thr'ough oui' the world and have.
experienced , at first hand cnr-lme and' sea. ’rmnspor'*r at all levels in ﬁr's*r world and
third ‘world countries. These numerous experiences. lead me to believe that
transport services mvolvmg Fimders Island are less than satisfactory and are
having a negcmve affecf on the local commumfy ina sugnrﬁcanf number of ways. "

These problems are no'r caus'ad'by any one business or level of govemmenf but it
seems that a co-ordinated lo ong-term cammlfmerﬁ' by all-levels of government would
go a iong way to resoiv;ng the relevant issues. that would emble ‘rmnsporf se.rvrces’
to and from Flinders Is!and *m be. vzab!e and susfa:mb!e | -

s

T hope the fo!!owmg commem‘s ar-e 'rake.n m The consfr'uchve manner in whlch ‘rhey'
are intended. S :




Many of the Tmnspor'f issues r'e!a'hng to Fimder*s Islcmd seem relatively easy
to resolve but unfor-funa'rely the situation is’ compi;cafed by the " chicken
and egg” scenario ! . An example of this is that many more tourists would
come to Flinders Isiand if the planes were bigger ( ie percephon of
safety/comfort’ comprom:ses etc ), but wﬁrhouf ‘this increase in customers
airline operators claim that ?hey cou!dn“r afford to pr-owde larger planes.
Larger planes would lead to more airline customers; more tourists would lead
to more local jobs, more locat \;obs would mean that the :sland's yotng people -

wouldn't have to ieave to-find e.mplcymen‘l' in intrastate/ interstate regions:

more jobs lead to ‘'more money bemg spent locally ‘and. more or: mcr'eased :
services commg to 'rhe :sland‘s commumfy e'rc e:i'c efc

Flinders: Ccuncd needs fmancmi asszs?ance 'ro deveiop and seal the existing
north/south runway. This would eliminate a ma jor reason ‘that larger azrlmes- |
continually usa hot to pr'owde serv;ce,s fo Fimders Isfcnd

Local, State and Federal govemments need to agree on which level of
Government is r'espons;b!e, for what( ie a local scenario may be fhm Flinders
Council is responsible for: mam"rammg the mr'pcr? the State government
funds upgradmg of runways and Feder'ai governmen‘t provndes ‘subsidies -
which -would provide affcr'dab:hfy for' all -residents ‘and more suitable.
{lli"Ci“Gf'!') 'l'hlS woufd pu? an. end 1'0 fhe buc:k passnng ‘fhaf pr‘esanﬂy oceurs.

Aircraft cuz'renﬂy usad are more oﬁen ?han no‘r fo’ra!iy madequafe for The -
role which they prowde ' :
Aircraft servicing F!mders Island need to. be lar-ge enough and flexible
enough to provide for a mix of passengers( residents, tourists and business )
Luggage ( residents, ‘i'OU!"iS'l'S) and Freight.

At the present time it is not unusual for passenger's fo have to leave their
luggage behind for another flight and this can take several days to be
forwarded on by the amhne this does not impress tourists or residents as it
often results in essenf:ai ste.ms ze baby s?roller-s spor"hng equ:pmen? etc etc
being Ieﬁ behmd e T

~y

Availability of Iane seufs is bare!y suffacaem enough for- residents needs, ie
recently I needed to attend a funeral of a close relative in N.5.W. This was
naturally not some‘rhmg fha‘r was anhc:pm‘ed 50 airline bookings had to be

made at short notice. I was cble to get asrlma seats from Melboume. to




Sydney ( and return ) and back “ro Flmder-s Island bu’r was no? uble to get a

seat from Flmders Island ’ro Melbour-ne or thde.rs Is!and to. Launcesfon —

The unfortunate result bemg that T was unable to attend the funeral, which
was very dus-rr-essmg for myself and other family members in NS.W. (I do
appreciate - that hv:ng 'in ‘a remote and isolated region means that
~ compromises have to be made, however availability - of airline seats has
deteriorated markedly in the hme That T have lived on thders Isfand ie 4
years ). :

I+ would be gre.af :f fhe loca! opemtor and /or fu’rure amlme operators could
be linked in with one of the larger airlifies. “This would. allow boekmgs around
the world, avaliabnh’ry of " frequen‘r ﬁyer' reward schemes ‘etc etc, and

prevent poten’na! tourists. g:vmg up. ‘on visiting our beautiful regron because' -

they are unable to find out-how to gef here | It wouid also prowde asense of
stability re alrlme opemfor' V!Clb!h'h/ : :

A direcf'air_ link to Tuilé:;_mqrine;Air*porT ( Melbourne ) would provide easy
access to interstate and international flights for both residents and tourists
and ehmma"re the need to get Taxis between Essendon Airport and
Tullamarine or the need to get a Tax; :n’ro Mal bcume ($35 +) plus overnight
accommodation then a taxi or- bus back. to Tu!lamarme the: fol!owmg cfay to
access the nexf flight. (aH very' “time consummg ‘and expensive but -
unfor"runafely necessary due to the frequency of deiays exper:enced when
utilizing the services of the current RPT operator ). :

If a direct air Imk is not’ wable ?hen perhcaps the. opemfor couid pmv:de a
shuh‘le bus befween the mrpori‘s ( this would also e,nhance ?he tourists
experrence when ac:cessmg F!mders Isicmd air ser-wces ). '

Itis Offen disconceﬁing for pass'engers' util izing fhe current RPT service to
travel in elderly aircraft where m'rarnal f:ﬁ"mgs/ frim etc are inoperative or
loese etc this raises ques“rsons re maintenance/ servicing etc and would only'__ :
add to The percerved fear's of passenge.rs who dzshke ﬁyrng in smal! a:rcmﬁ

Whilst a fam*asﬁc mu“ncmve for' Tasmama fhe commi?merﬁ' of “hearly $3OO
million for the provision. of two world. class. passenger/vehrcuiar ferrtes to
the Me!bourne—bevonpoﬁ service and the fact that passerigers can Take .
their vehicles for free is ! cold ccmfor"r" ’ro the res:dem's of Flinders Is!and




To mke our veh:cies to Tasmamc (ue intrastate ) cosfs in excess of $500-

 oneway. This is beycnd The means of most ISIGHdEI"S so ?hose who can afford

to travel * off island" have 1"0 hnre vehtcles “to '%“ravei m ’fhe:r own state!.

A scheme similar to the Bass Strait. Eguahmﬁon Schemc—: shou!d apply to
residents’so they can access bofh m‘l'msm“re and m?er*sfa?e for both sea
and air travel. '

The existing 'tmnsporf via sea is Sm‘rsfac’ror-y for fre:ght between Tasmania
and Flinders Island ie weekly service. Irregu!ar access via sea is available
between Flinders Iskmd and Port’ We£shpoof in Victoria sub ject to a full load. -

This is ?herefore unrehable and a iog:s’ncal mghfmare to arrange either

freight or passage "i‘he boa? run by Southern: Sh;ppmg is unforfunafe!y not

designed for passengers comfom‘ and considerable sea Jjourneys can result if

the weather is bad, ( fuel supply pnck-ups in Nor'rhem Tasmama can result in
passengers bemg onthe boa? for 24 hours1). - SR

More reimnce on the sea and more appr‘opr‘:a‘l‘e boats could resolve many of

- the transport prob!ems cur'r*e.nﬂy expemenced by Fimders Island residents

cmd v:sri'or's

I hope my commenfs are of beneﬁf fo your anquwy and I look forward to -
r'eadmg ’rhe resuﬂ's of your' fmdmgs R R

Youirs Smcereiy,

W, Gl

- Marc Cobham
- 217 August, 2002.




