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To Whom it May Concern R . R ;

1 write with regard to air transport servzces to thders Island Tasmama Tcommute
between Melbourne and Flinders Island ona regular basis: and have homes in each
place. In recent times; commuting has become. much rnore ci1fﬁcn}‘t as has
transportation of ﬁ'ezght to and’ from the xsland '

As you are no doubt aware, many cc)mpames provzdmg air services to Flinders Island
from both Tasmania and Victoria have folded and/or stopped services to Flinders
Island. Currently there is one regular air service from Launceston and Melbourne
only. There is no regular semce from Hobart : :

One of the reasons for thls, I am told is new(lsh) regulatzens preventmg regular air
services from removing seats 1o transport ﬁ*eight ‘This __apparently affects the financial

viability of such SeIVices. Frexght transport isa vﬁal 1ssue, as is passenger transporc
for Fimders'lsland ' . _

I ﬁnd these current restrictions on- ﬁ*elght transportation extremely probiematxc asit
means I can not transport my (large) dog on aregular air service. ‘This in turn means I
can spend less time on and money in Flmders Island And'T won't be bringing friends -
and family Wlﬂ‘l me. '

Having only one regular air service to Flinders Island lnmts choice of departure point
for passengers. It means fewer v1srtors to the 1siar1d and no. opportumiy for cheaper
flights.

The cost of getting to Flinders Island also restrlcts tom'lst numbers and impacts badly
on the 1slsnd’s ‘econony. Flinders Island is a perfect place for tourism, especially
“eco- tourism” but the difficulties of gettmg there turn peopie off the 1dea of Flinders
Island as a great and easy destmatlon B _

I urge you to 1ook careﬁzliy at any regulatlons restrlctmg transpurtanon of ﬁ'e1ght and
remove any which don’t detrimentally affect ‘safety. I believe the tule of non-seat '
réirioval would not affect safety so long as other regulations regarding how much
freight can be camed are retamed and o‘bvxously, observed

Another issue whxchI wouid urge you, to examine is that of fuel costs on Flinders
Island. Our fuel is enormousiy more expensive: than just about anywhere in Australia
which is crippling to the local community and presents probiems for visitors— there is
no. pubhc transport on Flmders Island and SO everyone 1s rehant on cars.




Transportation of fuel to thders Island is an 1ssue of concem and 1s, 1 believe, w1th1n
the terms of references via the issue of fre1ght transportatwn :

Aid by Way of sub51d1es is one posszble S0 iutlon for transport costs both for
passengers and freight S :

Thank you for yout ‘time and interest.

Yours faithfully, = -
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