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To the INQUIRY INTO C()MIVIERCIAL REGI@NAL AVIATION SERVICES IN
AUSTRALIA AND TRAN SPGRT LINKS TO \/{AJGR POPULATED ISLANDS.

Dear committee’ me:mbers thank you for the Qp‘partumty to make & submission. I am
zabin Park and rely heavily on tourism for my
kedly since the demise of Axmnes of Tasmania..
Al my following points relate to Flinders Island only, not regional Australiaasa
whole.

L Adequacy of commercial air services in regional and rural Australia,

We suffer from a chronic shortage of seats even in winter, The frequency of

- flights is good but the planes are often full. This indicates the need for larger
planes. The R.P.T. operator would argue that it can’t afford larger planes
because profitability is being reduced by the large number of charter operators
in its market place. I contend the RPT operator has created the opportunity for

~ the charter’ gperators by pmwdmg a sub standard sérvice over 2 long period of
time. _ .

2. Policies and measipres reqmmﬂ te. amst in the deve&a;}ment of regional air
' sewzees, melﬁdmg o : _

2. REgmna& imb servmes,
Our miajor hubs are Launceston and Metbourne and both are good if that is -
a pa%anger s final destination. However if someone needs to catcha
connecting flight in Melbﬂume there 19a pm’t}}em getting from Fssendon
to Tullamarine. o :
b, Small seale. owner @pemmr mwzem, o
A small-stale opetator would benefit from bemg linked t6% Targer airhng’s
booking system if at'al} possible
¢. The deployment of most suitable aircraft types.
The 9-seater Navaho a.,ircraﬁ that Island Airlines use have been flying here
“sinee 1975, They are nearing their use i}y date and as mentioned in point
. onethev are too small anyway.
3 The adeguacy of mmmerma§ air services to ma For pﬂpuiate(i islands and
the adequacy of alternative ses serviees. '

A travel 1§ the miy viable' way to get people to and from the }.s}and
comfortably. Ttis'true the vessel “Mathew Flinders” can take passengets.
However the trip is long (abcmt 8 hours} and the facilities primitive. The boat
uses Bridpottas its port which is not & central hub for tourists: It provides a
gm}ci fres ght service but sm}uld riot be regarded as an alternate passenger
service.




enératérs here are dﬁen nffered théa sﬁpamity to advertis

Laterconnectivity between regional air transport systems, major national
afr services and international services (including on-carriage, through

- ticketing, freight bandling, timetabling and airport siotting).

We have none of the above and normally need to stay overnight in Launceston
or Melbourne. o
The role of all three levels of Gevernment in supporting and assisting the

' sieveiﬁg)'me'nt of regional air services and island transport systems,

The airport is owned by the municipal council who maintein it with rates
revenue and andmg fees. The cguncﬁ does niot seem to have enough funds for
major mp;m; c&pc’ﬂunu{"z

 The State Goverament 1 as bough "mth_taxpayer money, the twe new- fﬁ"ffles

thde ' Is!a,nd wﬂl

AIRPORT RUNWAY IS GUR ROAD. | believe the long runway should be
sealed (or another runway built) using state or federal money. This would go a
long way to addressing the pmb!ams raised in point 1. and 2.¢. ie. the,
provision of greater capacity by encouraging the use of larger planes. The
sealing of the runway would make the run more attractive to larger operators
with larger aircraft. Larger turbo prop aircraft have faster landing speeds and
higher tyre pressures. Because of this they apparently do more damage to
gravel surfaces. Also-Tam told loose gravel can damage turbine engines.

~ The role of major aix transport carviers in pmwdmg regional services. -

The regional airlines need to nctw&rk wzth the ma;ors where possible and
utilise their booking SEEVICEs.. ' :

T conclusion I believe the single-biggest issue is to find a way to encourage
an efficient, profitable’'and safe airline to service Flinders Island with larger.
~more reliable and more modern aircraft. The main thing holding back progress
in this difection is the unsmtab;htv of the gravel runway to modern turbe prop.
aircraft,

‘ eir Saw;ces in
magazines or on television but they don’t take up the offer because they know
the sirlinedsn’t phys;ca}iy able to get the extra people here: I believe the crux

~of the pmblem is ﬁhe fact *that 'thc runway s not sealed.

I hope the commiitee can wsxt Fimders Isiand 50 thr:sc matters can be
discussed in maore detdd

Yours smcerﬁiy

S okl

Gerard L. Walker.

. : or ; np altover &ug‘tmlia and putg R
up slgns to a«:iwrttse 1he E‘ag,i Flmdus Is?and czannm be accessed by road THE




