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Dear Sir

_- Inquiry into Commercial Reg:onal Awatlon Services in Austraha
-and Transport Lmks to Major Papulated Isiands =

"_The Demllqum Councui conStders that the prov:smn of commerc;ai air
Q-__sewices in reg:onai and rural Austrai:a is totaliy madeqaate

_Demilqu;n isa vubrant semce centre whzch serv:ces a !arge regzonai
-~ area, and up. until twc years. ago had a reguiar passenger transport -
service’ into Sydney ‘This service ‘catered for: the needs of the region

but since the: demise of Horizon Airlines there is no regu!ar passenger

service or hub service out of Demhqum :

Pnor to Honzon Airlines operatmg an RPT service there was a -
successful” hub service: prov:ded to the community and region via
Wagga for an air service into. Sydney Th:s cperatlon was successful
for in excess of th:rty years L :

Demhqum has a pOpulatfon of 8500 people and servnces a reglonal
“population of 16,000 Dem%squm cou!d be referred to-as an "island”
~because its iocat:on dssadvantages the. people Ilvmg in the region. The

ciosest air serv;ce is some three hours away by road transport

iThe asszstance requnred for the prowsuon of an air serv:ce to isolated
-areas such as Deniliquin could mclude R

> Seat subsidy similar to that whlch operates in the Noﬂhem Terr;tory
and Outback Queensland .

> ':De\{:eiqp gartnersh:_ps_ __w;t_h:‘_th'_é' r'hzaj_'c};r airlines




¥ Encourage the re-estabhshment of government departments and
large private corporations in rural Australia to assist in the growth of
rural Australia through Regional Development and reverse the trend
of * centralizing --Government’ Departments and large private
corporatlons in major cities. o

The effect of this strategy would be that there would be an increased
demand for air services whloh wouid support and morease ‘their

viability.

> Govemment should encourage Qantas to partnership with smaller
- operators through subsm:es sumiiar to the hub operatlon between
Dubbo and Armldale S .

NSW and V’nctoraa are the only two states that receive no regional
subsidies for their air services. and it is about time that this situation
changed to assist in the progress ‘and development of rural NSW and
its ab:hty to attract new industry and business.

On a broader issue the revstallzattorz of rural NSW would support the
provision of an air service to a number of areas where the service had
“been withdrawn due fo the downsnzmg of Government Departments in
rural NSW. : . - _ .

_'Demilqum is a typical example of this as the foliowmg departments
-have either been downs;zed or, totally withdrawn from Deniliquin, which
_ has had a d;reot affect on the w:thdrawal of an air service to Demiiqu;n

Roads and _Trafftc_ Authonty _
Department of Agriculture
"CSIRC : -

Court sittings

Murray Irrigation

Health Services

Education

Legal system

vvvv#vyv

There is a charter operator in Deniliquin who is currently outsourcing
work from- other areas and.because of the downturn in his business
ioca!?y the viabiiity of him-cmtinuing--his charter se'rv‘ioe is uncertain.

However if ass;stance was provnded to set up a hub service into
;-Wagga as was the case pre\nousiy the charter service would remain
and the RPT service would: be re-established’ ‘opening up a window of
opportun:ty for.the progress of Demhqusn ar;d |ts reglon

There are two daily airfreight services into Deniliquin and may be there
is an. opportumty to: create a partnershlp with a major operator to
. ‘provide a combined. RPT and freight service ex ‘Wagga. This situation
,-_’zwould; not be: umque 1o _Demﬁqum "'her rurai centres wou!d be =




This Council sees the role of the three levels of government to
“undertake an investigation of routes to service all rural centres where
an air serv;ce is warranted or has prewousiy been provided.

One such service is the hub service that prewo;usly operated between
Deniliquin and Wagga. it operated succesSf_uIly for a number of years.

This inquiry will aliow the Government to establish or re-establish an
‘essential service to the rural communities of NSW and’ the rest of rural
Australia. The establishment of air services will assist in revitalizing
‘rural Australia and provrde it with-an: mcreased opportumty to expand
and increase its mdustry and wealth. : . .

Yours faithfully

PETER W TODD
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER

cc  Sussan lLey
Member for Farrer
PO Box 672
~ ALBURY NSW 2640




