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The Honorable- Members.

Thank yau for the opporhxmty to ‘submit to your mquﬂy into this most important matter,
an area of services upon which we are tota{iy éependant for ail passenger movements on
“and off Flinders Istand.
_P1ease find attached our. subnnsswn and we woulci be dehghted to diSCBSS with you first
© . hand, some of the problems ofhaving to rely on Regmnal air services; should you be able
- o visit Flmders island during you dehberatlons : .

Yours faithfully, / /4

James Luddington
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Introduction.

Flinders Island ties 100 nautical miles south of Wilsons promontory and 40 miles off the north
east coast of Tasmania. With a popuianon of 950 the island’s industries are shared between
farming, fishing and tourism.

‘Flinders Island Adventures has been provzdmg a range of tours of Flinders and the outer

- islands for over 20 years, hostmg wsxtors beth from mamland Austraha and small numbers

from overseas.

_ Transport services on and off the 1s§and are by air, mth Tsland Airlines using 9 seater Piper
Chieftain aireraft and a prohferatlon ‘of chatter services in single and twin engine planes,
working out of Launiceston and Bridport in Tasmama, Esseridon and Moorrabbin in Victoria.

- These services mamly use the airport at Whitemark on F imders ‘which has a short sealed
runway facing into the hills in the east and 4 long gravel runway northwest with teasonable
approaches, but not suitable for 1 use by modem turboprop aircraft in it’s present state.

Southern Shipping prewdes the sed frelght services to Flinders Island with a 300 ton livestock
barge weekly out of Tasmania and very 1rregular sailings to Port Welshpool in Victoria. This
vessel has the' capacxty to carry 12 passengers with no comforts or regular sailing schedules and
is just not a proposition for the reliable transport of ezther residents or visitors with or wzthout
thexr vehlcies on and off the island. . SR

' Hlstory Flmders Island smce the cessauon of services by Ansett around 28 years ago, has
been served by a succession of’ small airlines who have ¢ither withdrawn or failed one after the

fother, some 17-in all. Prcmng thata dedlcated island service cannot operate eﬁ‘ectwely '

- runming to the island alone. The econemics of a 9 seat plane, supporting booking facilities,

" terminals, staff etc just does not work. The current situation leaves us without the seat
" availability, access to main terminals, access to national booking systems and modern aircraft

the traveling public expect. ‘The Mobil avgas crisis shut the island down for 7 weeks mid
summer at considerable économic loss and demonstrated that ina situation where a community
is completely dependant on ait as the oniy means af transporf: that a better system is required.

Trade and Tourism. The Island fails under the Junsd:{ctzon of Tasniania and services such as
~ health education etc. are sourced via Launceston as the reglonal center. Residents use

~ Launceston as their main supply point, as the shxppmg service concentrates on the run from

_ _Tasmama Investment in farms and other industries on the island comes principaily from
“Victoria.  Most visitors comie from: Victoria and further north and Flinders i isseenasa

separate destination to Tasmama, our expenence has shown, that trying to route visitors via

- Launceston does not work. People who have recently invested here in fatms and other

e a(:tlwties, also wish to travel directand. not via ’I‘asmama -Air :Ereight products such as fish and

lamb also need to travel by the shortest route 1o the major markets to our north

Junsdlcu(m Flmders falls mto several areas of govemment responslbﬂlty The Flinders
Council owns and operates the main an‘port on the island. -
- Tasmania pmwdes govemment services to the island and the regional center Launceton.
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Victoria is the source of much of our investment, markets and visitors and the major hub for

dispersal to other areas. The Federal ‘Government, as ‘the over-riding authority has
responsibilities in most key areas in aviation and trade between states and also administers the
Bass Sirait passenger equalmaﬁon scheme that assmts travel to and from Tasmania by sea, a
-service that we do not have access to. '

Current Situation. Flinders Island has mlmma} air services despite this being the only practical
‘'way.on and off for passengers and high value perishable freight to the economic detriment of
thmsiand : e _

' Recommendatlons In acceptmg that the 1sland can be a very vrabie economic unit, with it’s
food prodncnon and tourism based mdustnes this i mqulry is pivotalin defining the role of the
“various govemments mvolve_ -
Tasmania. To ensure a daily service to Laﬁnceston to meet :{‘re:ght and passenger needs both
current and future. To work with the Flinders Council to have an all weather airport on
‘Flinders with a sealed mnway suitable for turboprop aircraft.

Victoria. To ensure sultable access ﬁ)r reglonal air services, as the major hub for northbound
passengers and ﬁ‘elght

The Commonwealth As part of 1’£’s of regional development program the Commonwealth
Govermnent address the foilomng, aﬂport development on the 1sla;nd jointly Wﬂ:h the Flinders

Revxew the Isiand’s Iack of. access ‘to the Tasmaman Passenger Equai;satmn scheme, w1th a
“viéw to assisting the start up of a 4 day per week service with an 19 to 25 seat turboprop from
- Tullamarine to Whitemark; by a reputable reglonal carrier such as O’Connor Airlines or.

- 'Regional Express.. With assistance froni the Commonwealth, mainland Tasmania has much

improved access at an affordable price. Flinders Island’ m51dents and v131t0rs benefits from
none of this, to the economic and social dlsadvantage

thders Island for years has put up W‘lth very second rate air services with minimal input
- from all areas of government, to the detriment of reszdents and economic development.

Asa vmbie commumty with no practlcal a!ternaﬁve means of transport on and off the
~ island for people, penshables and express frexght, effectwe air transport is absolutely
* essential,

1 urge you asa commtttee to v131t F hnders {sland dunng your dehberatlons to see first hand
the current 31tuat10n and to dascuss thh the cormunity the means of improving thereon.

James Luddington for Flinders Island Adventures.




