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Dear Sir,

Re: Inquiry into Comumercial Regional Aviation Services in Austraha and Transport Links to Major
Populated Iskands.

Thankyﬂu for your letter inviting Tasair P!jf Lid to make a submission to the inguiry,

Tasair Pty Lid was established in ?‘}65 to conduct air charier, acrial work and flying training. Since
1998 the company has been engaged in regulat public transport between Hobart, Devonport and

- Wynyard, and between Devanport an"yard and ng Isianc[ usmg Piper Chieﬁam 10 seat and

- Aerocommander 7 seat aircraft.

O The adequacy of commércial zﬁr 'Seﬁ&(:es to mjor 'pbpﬁl'ate&'is}ands.
When Tasa:lr commenced RPT operahons between ng Island and Tasmama thete wete three

~operators ﬂy;n g for a very limited custoimier base Tasair, Avisair atid Geelotig Flight Services. Within
e e hteen months T‘isalr was tile only sip 'or and. has. continuéd 1o provide a reliable; wahie and
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1t has been demonstrated time and tihe agam that the dcmdnd to and from the islanid will not regodarly
' support aircraft greater than tenseat capacity. The ng Island Council, despite all of the evidence, will
not accept tlns fac{ and commucs ia lobb' fnr'- ﬂlﬁ't} —f{mr seat aircraft : ’Thev wﬂi o entually be

¢ role of all three Tevels of Governmerit ifi supporing and assisting the development of regional
alr services.

Most small regional airlines operate piston aircraft. Thiese aircraft will become more scarce and
expensive to operate aud will ulumateiy need o bc rcplaced by turbme aircraft. :

It is a quantum ieap from pistcn to turbine types. “Not only is it ex*penswe to place turbines on an AOC,
amend operations and maintenance Control Manuals but the Capital cost to acquire a turbine of say the
same seatmg capacity as a Plper Chleﬁam is about four to six times the cost of a piston engine aircrafi.

.For most G.A. oper‘uors the costs associated wnh u;)gradmg 16 tm‘bme pomered aircraft are beyond
- théir ﬁnanmal capacity. I particular, the capital outlcty to purchase or lease such an aircraft is bevond
- the small 3 Ievei reglonal azrhncs abillty to semce such arrangcmems :

To ensire the prov;smn of regmnal an*lme scrwees into lhe future it is mlperatwe that government put
i} piace wigans to enable small opetators to upgradc the:r aircraft. The essential assistance that the
. govermment must give is ﬁnancxal backing to acquire new or late, model turbing aircrafl. This could be
. achieved by gevemmﬂni guarantees for interest and. rep&vmem loans and subsxdies 10 margmal revenue
“routes, -




