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Re.: Air services between Melbourne and Flinders Island (Tasmania)
Dear Sir/Madam,

We live in Melbourne, but we have holiday property on Flinders Island. The
Island is orie of most beautiful places in Australia, located in the middle of Bass
Straight between Wilson’s Promontory and Launceston, :

We travel to the Island 5 to 6 times per year, which is typical for people with
holiday properties on the Island. Most convenient route for us is Moorabbin Alrport to

‘Whitemark Airport-on Flindeis Island. In recent years ‘we have been- exper:encmg

more and more problems with deteriorating air services on this route:

‘& . In the beginning of 90°s there was an airliné Aus Air prowdmg reguiar
services to the Island from Moorabbin — almost every day and on
weekends twice a day.

e Also, first version of Island Airline was flying on regular basis from
Essendon and LaTrobe Valley during that time.

s Aus Air has gone broke about 1998, leaving a gap in services from

. Moorabbin (we lost $600 on pre paid tickets).

o Since than we were flying with Island Airline from LaTrobe” VaHey e
(Traralgon) until Island Airline went broke not very long after Aus Air
(we lost another $700)

o After collapse of the Island Airline, a new player started flying to
Flinders Island from Moorabbin: Region Air.

e Region Air was flying until the beginning of 2001, when they ceased
operation on ‘this route, claiming that they have made the loss
{nevertheless their charges were nearly twu:e of ongmai Aus Air).

e Currently we have two choices:

- charter with Dreamtime Flights from Moorab‘om
- second vetsion of Island Aitline from Essendon or LaTrobe Valley,
which is most inconvenient for us as we live 10 min from Moorabbin




Airport and we have 1 hour drive to Essendon and 1.5 hour drive to
LaTrobe Valley.

o Dreamtime Flights charter have no schedule and therefore is very
difficult to plan a trip (depends on their availability).

e All above-mentioned airlines have been using Piper Chieftain aircrafts
(10 seaters), which seem to be adequate for the task.

Our individual transport problem to the Island is probably not most important
issue in the general 'overwntmg problem of getting there from Melbourne by more
people. After all, we are in the prmleged situation, being able to afford to pay for
charter flights.

The 'Island needs more visitors to boost local economy. We do not think that
we need large passenger jets landmg on Island every weekend and bringing hundreds

: of visitors. T’I’ns wouid depnve thls place fxo m its emgmatxc quzei:ness and affect §oc31_ .

busy life in the city. There are a number of people we know, who would he happy to
travel there for holidays or for a weekend. The poor availability of air services and
prohibitive cost of tickets prevents potential visitors to come to the Island.

We think that Piper Chieftain is a perfect size aircraft to cater for air transport
to the Island. However, it may be more economical to run a little bigger aircraft. What
we need for sure is the sealing of a long runway at Whitemark -Airport. Currently
North — East runway is gravel! This discourages some aircraft operators to come to
the Island, fearing damage to the aircraft (particularly propeller). ‘What we also need
is a reliable and permanent air connection from Moorabbin to the Island. We think
that chosen airline should be subsidized by Government at least initially, until number
of people ﬂymg there will be sufﬁczent to sustain the Airline on their own. This would

-push tickets pnce down and prowde more people. with the opportmnty to go there,

Sea services between Welshpool and Flinders Island is important for fransport
of heavier goods to the Island, but we do not think it would play mayor role in
weekend visitors (may be holiday). Possibly once a week diversion of one of our new
ferries cruising riormally between Melbourne and Davenport could be considered for
holidaymakers. This would involve additional mvestment to prepare Whitemark or
Lady Baron ports for such a }arge shlp

to Flinders Island is long overdue. We need qulck and decisive action to bring the
Island to its former accessxbzhty and by the same help Iﬁcal communlty in further
development. _
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