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SUBMISSION TO HOUSE OF REPRESFNTATIVES STANDING
COMMTTTEE ON TRANSPORT &REGIONAL SFRVICES

INQUIRY INTO REGK'NAL AVI TION SERVICES

This brief submission to ‘the above Inquxry ts made by Mr Robert_Gcrﬁon
of "Baristoun®, Guyxa NSW. The author currently holds no communxty or
industry, or pu]ltlcal representat.ive. pOEltlUnﬂ, put has held a signifi-
cant number in the past. He: believes. the views exprassed are supported
by the vast majority of country Australians who require, and deserve.

access to safe, affordable,:h1gh quallty air services.

The author has no technical or avzatlan 1nfrastructure knowledge or ex-
pertise. The views expressod are made from the: perspect;ve of the rural
passengex dependant on rnral air sevacps for busznesq medical and soclal

purposes.

Thigs submission addresses only two . uf the Inquiry B Terms ¢f Reference.
* THE ADEQUACY . OF‘COMMERCIAL A1R 9bRVICES IN: RE&IONAL & 1 RURAL AUSTRALIA

The Commmttec'shbuld unﬂerstand; ‘and auknowledge that Austxalxan country
air services are an Essential- Service, not some dist¢retionary service
which some communit;es should do thhout, or have to pay exorbitant fees

te utilize.

with the Essential Serxvice Llasslrlcation comes the responsibility to
provide approx. parlty of quality and cost te all Australians no matter
where they live. .

'"he benchmark in all the Committee‘'s del:beratlons must be the comparison
of the quality and affordability of .country. air services with those avail-
able to urban dwellers. On this basis the current inadcquacy of rural air
services is’ nothing - sbort of appalllng.:

[HE ROLE OF ALL THREE LEVELS OF GQVERNMEHT IN. SU?PORTING 4 ASSISTING
""Hit DEVRLOPMENT OF REG. NAL ALR ; : - -

All three levels of government have a czcar responslbslify to play an on-
going role in provzdxng this Essent1a? Service to country Australia.

Federal and StalLe Governments must do more than just provide 'start up'

or developmeni assistanée. Fipancial, and other assistance and a 6ﬂgr@9
of regulation are required for the provxsxon of all essential services to
regional and rural areas. Anything less is an abrogation by Government of
its moral and constitutional responsibilities. Without CGovernment inter-
vention the current market failure of country air sarvices will continue
and rural dwellers willbe further d:qa&vantaged

Federal and State Governmean must subs;dlze the dzrect costs of country
air lines if they are to be financially viable. At present they are dis~
advantaged by higher fuel costs than natlonal carriers enijoy. Landxng
charges is another issue Whlch needs to be addressed.-

Local Government must’ not be requlred to prov1de $ubaldles, without com-
pensation from State or: Federal Government(s),-as the financial burden
would then fall on the already disadvantaged rural sec¢tor. This would only
exacerbate the exlstlngcountryfany dlsparltv of guality and affordability
of air services. :

CONCLUSION

The essential startlng point for any inguiry into future regional and
rural air servicecs must be to declare these services to be essential to
the ability of country Australia. to compete, flnEHClally and soc3a11y
with the urban. communlty.- . . SN

1f this declaration 15 forthcoming it the”: =
: 2114 rity ‘of air
rban- Australia.
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