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'INTRODUCTION

Hustoncaity and geographacaiiy Derby has been the ser\nce centre of the West
Ktmbertey with both: Iand and air transport modes '

With the awakenmg of Broeme as a tounst dest;natlon and tha ciosure of BHP’
Koolan Island mine, Ansett began around 1990 what is:now known as hubbing in-
Broome. By 1994 it had withdrawn its_ Derby Jet service, to be repiaced bya
Skywest '§9 seat Jetstream 31 Imkmg wsth alf serv:ces operatmg through Broome

Skywest to their credlt tr:ed avery concewab!e connectlon to serv;ce Derby but in
-~ the eyes of the Shire:and: townspeople they could do nothmg right; evan though-the
: Per&h Derby Ansatt fare was $20 00 cheaper than the Perth """ Broome fare at the -

. t;me

By ?999 Skywest had w;thdrawn from the servace to be taken up by Skxppers R
- Aviation with a Metroliner 23 azrcr_aft which was required to be | Iocated in Broome as a,
-'back up alrcraft for a mtnmg con pany contract they heid '

Fmaify the Derby Broome alrfare became an add cn no ionger mcluded in the
Ansett fares to and from Broome :




SER\/ICE 1999 TO SEPTEMBER'?W” 2001

Sklppers semce cons:sted of a Broome Serby Ieg, amv;ng Derby at 10. 3{) am,
some two hours after Ansett's arrival in Broome; Jincluding the thirty-minute fhght
This in'turn'gave one the opportumty to drive the 210 km, checking to see if you had
beaten the Sklppers aworaft as the Derby term;nal apron IS vnsrble from the htghway,
10 Km from Derby. - = :

The second leg, Derby "Brooine departe'd'Derby'at "1‘E 25am, 'arr't'vmg Broome at '
12.00 for Ansett fhghts deparﬁsng Bmome at 1. B{Z}pm 2. 30pm and' Iater evening -
ﬁights ' c .

Durmg the 2000 calender year th|s servrce rnoved an average of 10 51 persons each
legand: carrsed no frelght (Passenger numbers swotlen by Curtin Detenﬂon Centre
' operatmn) - s TR : - :

The eventual coifapse of the Derby to. F:tzroy Cmssung, Haifs Creek and return’
service with many options trialed.  This eventuaily became a Broome to Fitzroy -
_ Crossmg, HaIIs Creek and retum servrce to match up w;th ‘on- forwardmg aircraft.

Unfortunatefy the loss of thls SEWICS has unzntentlenaliy created Eocation probiems
for Atsic, Regnonai Govemment Departments and the Reg;onai Hosp;tai in fhezr effort _
to serv&ce the area S _ b AR R _ :

No2
The fizght cost became an adci on to the c:ost of Ansetts ttckets “to and from Broome
o3 __ L

As mentianed enough time etapsed to drwe between tOWns and or !eavmg Derby by
vehicle around 0600 would have you ffymg to Perth by 0930 to al!ow an aftermnoon’s *
work in Perth : RO

"No4 -

The Sk;ppers serwce was afready back in Bfoome in shut down mode by 12 30 pm
when the same day urgent arrfrelght arrsved.‘;ﬁThls left urgently requsred breakdown _
pafts and or blood -and drugs strande me until the following morning:or to be . -
‘fescued by a ‘charter asrcraft for : '_roun __5 _-OO for a few kg ]ust to have themin *
' Derby fer onforwardmg or sawng a itfe ' e _




SERVICE JANUARY 2002 TO PRESENT

Now that Qantas Broome serwces are stabtlised WEth a good spread of ﬂlghts
actually over 30 flights either Perth — Broome or. Broome - Perth ovér the six days,
Mon — Sat of which the current Derby semces connects w;th only 12 flights directly.
To extend this lack of semce;

The current Derby — S'roome airfare one way $197.00

Hire car (24 hr penod)

One way N _ o ' ' '
Beylcar - . - oo $150 per day
Relocation for one dsrect;on htre wo_ 00

Fuel ST $.30.000 - . $260.00
The Broome — Fitzroy alrfare. -

One way and overtwme the dlstance Lo $198.00

Charter aircraft to arrive when you want to in Broeme
Cessna 206 4/5 seat, so called crew change
Two people in two peop!e out . : ' $655 00

Then to top that $197. 00 alrfare the Shzre of Derby West Kimberley is forgoing over
$1,000 per week in.charges diverted to the airline. (Six thousand passengers per
year at $10.00 per head plus an exemption of Iandmg charges) IR

DIRECT RESULTS OF TH!S SERVICE

In reEa’ezon to pre September 14“‘ serwces .

No 1 unchanged F:tzroy servnc:es Stlﬂ by passmg Derby

No 2 unchanged an add on cost now $197 OO

No3 Qantas’s ftrst alrcraft arrives Broome two hours 1ater than prev:ousiy did
Ansett’s thus removing most of the lost time..

No 4 unchanged as any freight not arriving on the flrst flight due to we:ght
restriction ex Perih and same day frerght stays in Broome.’

No 5 the Metroliner 23 may look good on the a:rport apron ‘but is reported to be one
of the most: uncomfortable aircraft to-board or ehght from of those available
including even smalier aircraft. “This therefore isa pnme concem as most

“middle aged and elderiy people in the area heve one or more ;o:nts on the -
- siff list. e :




GBV!OUS NEEDS TO _ACHIEVE FRGM PREV%OUS C H, ':PTERS

- To servuce as.". - any of Qantas Broom : rrtvals and epartures to cover passenger
~and fresght needs economucaily as shown by customer requ;rements

To brmg F;tzroy/HaiEs Creek ﬂaghts back through Derby with a mmzma! increase to
‘elapsed’ times by prawdmg total ground services at Derby and Fitzroy:Crossing *
airports One passenger a day mcrease wou!d see added costs covered

: To raduce Darby Braome atrfares fuﬁ deregu}atlon of tha area Wouid see North
- West Regional. Atrlmes toppzng up emp 'ats_eﬂher ieg for Just ever $’100 OG no '
_ more than $15{} mcluszve P : SRR _ _

R 'Current aufares sho"____'you that_.‘z :'::Cessna 402’5 or Prper_ Navajo s couid run para!Iel,': 3




10 wrpaovr.—: PASSENGER AT’ 'uees TO SMALL AiRCRAFT

The reasen for thss submrssron is to po:nt out probtems | bet;eve need address:ng
rélating to the brgger is better: syndrome that w;!l eventuatty krli this reg;onai centre rf
atEowed to contanue unchecked L - o _ ;

Problem No 1.

A lot of the same people who. don tlike ftyrng in smatt aircraft can be seen standing in
the cue for a free flight in that same small aircraft. That is, passengers feel they

- shouldn’t have to pay for the discomfort and or embarrassment in some oases for the
antics and effort required to be seated in smatler RPT arrcraft :

_ Most of these aarcraft rnciudmg the Metrolrner 23 have steps in the foid down sectaon
~ of the door, supported: by two drop wires or chains as handrails.  Therefore, an = .
immediate problem arises as the majority of. people grab a handrazi for edded support
' before tiftmg a foot to mount any ste;o IR _ R

The above asrcraft steps requlre werght on the bottom step fo- make the poor excuse |

~ for handrails tight enough to offer some: support If the passenger had doubts about
the a:rcreft they have. thSt doubted w:th the movmg handraiis and in turn steps '

Possrbie Sotutzon

Land basad portable steps des;gned to surt one or severat e;rcraft with firm and
strong handrails engineered so that the passenger’s head and shouiders still enter -
. the arrcraft as they make the top step R SN _

Problem No 2

This probiem is retat:ve to rnost iocat people rn country Austraha dunng summer but
even more so wrth Northern Austrai;a S _

The RPT azrcraft suts on the airport apron as the surface temperature passes 40 .
degfees C; turning the closed up aireraft into-an oven before being opened up by’ the
pilot some 45 minutes before the passenger’s board. The pilot then closes up the
aircraft after boardrng anid carries out his check procecfures flnally startmg an engme
and some shghtiy cooler arr enters the cebm . .

ftis not until the a;rcraft has passed through a few thousand feet that passengers

begin to cool down. Already they have damp to wet ctothmg and undérwear, a
__dfscomfort that becomes magmﬂed when trensferrmg to that hrgh ftymg jet aircraftat
'your nearest hub arrport (Makes you wender lf that cotd or ftu you return home wrth "

Possrbie Solutron

A mob:le extemat a;r cond;tlonmg unit cootlng the aircraft down pnor to passengers
boarding and dunng the pltot carrylng out hi -_!jteck procedures even pessrbly
-covering start up of the off side engine. “This then being disconected and the arrcraft
‘closed up by alrtme ground staff or the Shrre $ recordmg off‘ cer before second engme' '
startup - - R - : i




In the case of the Sh:re of Derby West Klmberiey the cost the Sh:re to provsde a
manpower service to RPT. flights: at'both Derby. and Fitzroy Crossing airports would -
only be a fraction of the more than cne thousand dollars a week the Shire i is forgonng

with the present servnces




CONC&USIO NS

Thls SumeSSiOI’t shows how the untntentlonal destroymg of Derby as a regional base
~ gained momentum with the Shires and Towns inability to adapt to and improve the
Skywest service being turther accelerated wath the bigger is better syndrome '
tntroducmg Skippers. Metroliner with higher baggage allowances per passenger saw
the start of a domino effect with the loss of the Fltzray/Halls Creek service to Broome, -
then as each dommo fell unwanted but understandably thereafter

.Twenty twenty hmds;ght is a wc)ndarful thzng but the chain of events once laid out
: surpnsed even mysetf as to the umntenttonat damage done as recent hrstory has
shown o AR O R _

Hence wzth a Sh;re poss;bty ctcse to or needmg to. be shocked ;nto reahty, both
Commonwealth and State Governments. have a ch_ance to showcase a. Regional Air -

- Services Development post September 14" using smaller aircraft for the benefit of
. thé regionand it's poputatron of: both mdtgenous and Caucasran peoptes

 REQUESTS -

_ That the Commonweaith Govemment aitocates R and D grants to develop the _3'_: '
. ground based equ;pment to support these: smaller atrcraft hence chang;ng
passenger perceptsons of smali RF‘T a;rcraft throughout country Austrat;a

A full alrcraft provzdes a very economicai form ot transport

Then ﬂnaliy to the State Govemments for mterest free !oans enabimg the Shtres
(airport owners) to purchasa this equ;pment to provtda th_e semca at the:r a;rports to
attract the av:atlon serv:ces that wnEE benetlt thelr reg:on :




ATTAGHMENTS :
The Kir.r'tb.er.fey Map
Skippers Aviation
Schedule and price list
Northwest Regional Airlines
Schedule and price list -

Attachments with 'p'ri'ri{ed copy x 2 following by express post
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