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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY. 1NTO COMMERCIAL REGIONAL AVIATION SERVICES IN
AUSTRAL%A AND TRANSPORT LINKS ’TG MAJOR POPULATED ISLANDS '

This document presents a submission from the Western Sydney Alliance to the House of
Representatives  Inquiry into Commercial Reglonai Avsation Services in Austratla and
Transport Links to Major Populated !slands

The key elements of thls Al!lan_ce ._s__ubm;ss_;_dn are as follows:.

1. That the con’c:numg resewatlora of the Badgerys Creek site for prospective
airport use'is unsound in enwronmental economic, operatzonal and - policy
terms, and - presents ‘aserious lmpedlment {0 the development and
implementation of sustainable long term airport and awatson strategy, including
access for regional air services. to the Sydney area. The. Alliance submits that
the reservation of Badgerys Creek for. airport. use should be formally and
unequivocally rejected asa matter of urgency, _

2. That, subject to approprrate operat;onal and env:ronmentai settings, Sydney’s
existing airports have the potential and capacity. to provsde continuing and
convenient access to Sydney for reglmal a\natfon servuces and for regional

Commumt:es

3. That in very Iarge part the successfui delavery of regzonai aviation access to
Sydney in the medium to long term-will depend on the provision: of vastly
improved, and effect:vely :ntegrated ground transport systems .

4. That the potentaai rcie of Bankstown Airport for regaona! aviation access to
Sydnay, as’ proposed by the Commonwealth will require far greater analysis
and assessment than has thus far been initiated, and that it is incumbent on the
Commonwealth as a matter of urgency to:

o Develop and prowde full and. appropr:ate detail in relation to the proposed
use of Bankstown by. reg:onal ‘aviation serv:ces

a Undertake a full ‘and rigorous env;ronmenta! and somai impact assessment
based on the proposed operating plan;

Q Llnk this conszderatton of reg;onal avsatson access to a prioritised and

: zntegrated study of the: long term- ground transport needs of the Sydney

region, including: the potential role of a new hlgh speed trans urban train

system for: Sydney and adjommg regsons nd R

5. That the deveiopment and tmpiementatlon of a sustamabie strategy for regional

aviation access to. Sydney, and all associated studies and assessments, should

be -undertaken in full, cooperatave and constructsve consultation with the NSW

Government, with Local Govemment and wzth ali mterested local communities
and stakeholders.
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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY, INTO GOMMERCIAL REG!ONAL AVIATION SERVICES IN
AUSTRALIA AND TRAI\ESPORT LINKS TO MAJOR POPULATED ISLANDS S

The Western Sydney Alliahce comprfses the Mayors Councrls and Commumtres of
Blacktown, Blue Mountains, Baulkham Hills, Campbelltown ‘Camden, Fairfield, Hoiroyd,
Penrith, Parramatta, and Wo!lond;ity L :

The Aliiance and rts affrirated Councrls and Communetres represent a popu!at;on of some one
and a half milion people from one of the fastest developlng end most " econiomically

szgnrfrcant regions in Austral;a

The Alliance has for many years campaagned agarnst the proposal that an unsusta:nable and
rnappropnate airport be constructed at Badgerys Creek in westem Sydney

In support of thzs posrtlon the Aihance has undertaken extensrve research and has made a
number of substantrai submrssrons to key stakehoiders and decasromreakers

As part of this work, the Altrance has carefuliy considered the fundamentai need to maintain
viable and convenient regional avratron services; and to provide the most effective posssble
access to Sydney for such services.

This submission presents our views on a number of key issues related to the regional
aviation issue, and therefore on issues of re!evance to this !nquzry

The emergence of Badgerys Creek as a prospectwe srte for a second Sydney alrport has
been widely documented, and extensrvely debated.

Those promoting the once aggressrve !obby for the construction of a major airport at
Badgerys Creek sought justification’ on two-main grounds. The first was the “aircraft noise
argument”, based on the dubious premise that a second major airport at Badgerys Creek
would somehow reduce the noise impact of operatzons at Sydney’s exrst:ng Kangsford Smith
Airport. The fallacy in this argument has been well exposed. -

The second key Badgerys ratronale was that demand for airport capacity was so great, and
growing so quickly, that KSA: would be unable to satisfy aviation demand in even the short to
medium term. The proposition first put was that Sydney would be unable to cope with the air
transport demand imposed by the 2000 O!ymp;cs without a second arrport The second string
to this now patently false’ demand argument was. “that, in any event, demand would exceed
the capacity of: KSA by 2004 at the very Iatest regardiess of the Gemes outcome

Both arguments drsmtegrated in the trght of real;ty We riow see a privatlsed KSA with
significant spare capacity, varrous[y estimated by the new operator the airport management,
and the Commonwealth; at between twenty and forty years.

To have proceeded with the constructloe of a second major airport at Badgerys Creek would
have been to commit the nation to a white elephant with a price tag of between six and eaght
- billion doliars, on the Commonwealth s own estrmates : i
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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO COMMERGIAL REGIONAL AVIATION SERVICES IN
AUSTRALIA AND TRANSPORT LINKS TO MAJOR POPULATED ISLANDS

Given the economic realities of privatisation, such an airport would aiso inevitably have been
promoted as the “base” for regional services. This would have placed regional airlines and
regional communities. in a position of great disadvantage in respect of access to Sydney,
compared to continued access to KSA, and perhaps in due course access in part fo a
suitably reconfigures and appropriately “‘connected” Bankstown Airport.

This submission argues that the important question of regional aviation access to Sydney
must be addressed and resolved in a practical and effective way, and in a way that continues
to underwrite fairness -and equity. for regional communities. It is the view of the Alliance that
regional aviation access must be maintained and developed as part of a sustainable and fully
integrated trarisport strategy binding both Sydney and regionai NSW. Badgerys Creek has
no logical or réascnable place in such a strategy, and the discredited proposal for an airport

there should be promptly and unequivocally rejected. - =

Following a lengthy assessment process, in effect political as well as environmental and
operational, the Commonwealth announced its “policy position” on Badgerys Creek, and the
more general and pertinent question of Sydney’s longer term aviation strategy, in December
2000. Transport Minister Anderson subsequently formally restated this position in June 2001
during an address to the: Australian’ Airports Association (AAA) in Sydney. The current
Commonwealth position includes the following key elements: =~
o KSA to be privatised, as has now happened, with the privatisation of Bankstown and
Sydney's othier general aviation airports = Camden and Hoxton Park — to follow within
an estimated twelve month period; . .. o Lo o
s The privatised KSA to remain Sydney’s principal airport gateway in the long term;

o KSA to progress to maximum efficiency and capacity ~ ‘subject to the existing
regulatory curfew and'movem'ent_“cap” constraints; - '

e Bankstown to be developed as an “overflow” airport, primarily for regional services;

» The Badgerys Creek site fo be retained as a reserved “second airport’ option, subject
to further review in 2005; and EE - '

» The Commonwealth to und_e_rtake_én East Coast VHST study.

The recently announced privatisation of KS'A:'hasfa'-n'umber of important implications:

o The new p'r'ivatfe_-opér'é'tof of KSA_w_iE! seek tb'maxim?ée. herfothéﬁce and efficiency at

the airport in order to provide an adequate return- on the higher than anticipated
“purchase” price of $5.6 billion. R - : :

e Under the privatisation arrangements, the new private operator is understood to have

 been granted “first right of refusal” to construct any second major airport within 100km .

Westsm Sydvey Alarce  Page3 . O0Algs2002
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e For obvious commermai reasons; the new. pﬂvate operator of KSA can be expected to
take all available commercial, operat;onal and polztical steps to avoid the need for a
new second ezrport at Badgerys Creek or elsewhere

e Operationally, it is now acknowiedged that KSA has a minimum of 20 Years capacity
on current demand trends. In media interviews, the new pnvate operator has
indicated a potential elrport capacﬂy of up to ferty years

e KSA capacity is currentiy limited by statute and not by physical constraints.
Movements are current!y hmtted to 80 per hour, including smalf aircraft.

» The advent of bigger, quaeter ;ets ‘and the. mtroductaon of less community intrusive
flight paths, cou!d very substant;afly ;ncrease the cepac&ty of KSA

The pnvat:satzon of KSA is now a real;ty For that real;ty to generate a commercnatiy viable
outcome, increased efficiencies and:improved: performance will progress:veiy and inevitably
apply in all areas of the alrport’s operatlons ‘A commerclai ‘millstone in the form of an
inefficient -and underutsl;sed elrport at Badgerys Creek wﬁl net form part -of KSA's, or
Sydney’s, aviation future. = _

The Bankstown Azrport complex forms a very vital part of the economies of both Sydney, and
Western Sydney. The airport compiex in its entirety employs 2,300 people directly, and 6,300
indirectly. It represents 8% of the ecoriomy of the C:ty of Bankstown; and a significant 1.1%
of the economic powerhouse that.is Westem Sydney Benkstown A;rport contrabutes a very
significant 252 million dollars per annum to !ocai househoid mcomes

The potential role of Benkstown Azrpcrt in Sydneys avzat:on future ‘and in the future access
of regional air serwces to Sydney, is both cententlous and slgn;ftcant

It must be said at the outset that ths Aii;ance is ful!y supportive of Bankstown Council, and its
communitiés, in the very serious concern and objections that have been expressed in
relation to any inappropriate changes to the operation of Bankstown. The Alliance shares the
concerns of Bankstown Council and its -communities in relation to the increased and
inappropriate env;ronmentel and somai ampacts thet coutd be caused by any such changes.

This said, however, the Commenweaith has ﬂagged a changed ro!e for Bankstown. Subject
to stringent and appropriate environmental and social assessments, just what that role might
be now needs to be carefuiiy cons;dered Havmg mtroducmg ‘Bankstown int6 the broader
aviation - equation; it is. ‘now incumbent on" the .Commonwealth to - ensure that . any
reassessment of Bankstown’s role is- properly and respon&bly undertaken. This means, in
simple terms, that the Commonweaith must now prov:de full detail of the role it sees for
Bankstown, particularly in retation to regional aviation’ servzces and the processes by which it

intends that that roie w;i# be fuliy end ngoreusly assessed

These processes must be undertaken in fufl open and constructwe partnershap with the local
Councils at interest, with stakeholders, and most importantly with:the community. In the
absence of such a process, one based on honest evaluation and not pre-judgement, it is
unlikely that any significant or constructive chenge in the role of Bankstown will be achieved.

Given a proper and mutuaiiy agreed pro
'_play a s:gnificant refe inthe _

ion ir NSW and beyond

* Westem Sydney Allance 30 August2002
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An integral part of the airport.“péckége_" aﬁnou_nceci by the Commonweaith' in December
2000 was the commissioning of a study into. the commercial and operational viability of a
future east coast “Very High Speed Train” (VHST) system.

in March of this year, the Commonwealth announced that this study was to be terminated, on
n linking Australia’s east coast capitals

the basis of preliminary advice that a VHST syste
would ot at this time be commercially viable.- -~

While this conclusion may or rﬁéy not b'é':'\'r'atid-,- itﬁ_ié the view of the Alliarice that completion of
the study as originally committed would have. provided invaluable insights into what type of
high speed train syster might in fact be appropriate for Australian- conditions, where, and

It may well be that an east coast VHST network is not the logical first step in the infroduction
of such technology. It may equally be, however, that an urban VHST network within the
Newcastle/Sydney/MWollongong conurbation should be very seriously considered. Such a
system would have significant relevance to the future consideration of airport operations for
the Sydney region, and could be the key to resolving the fundamental question of ground
transport, a question thus far, seemingly, largely ignored by the Commonwealth.

Work undertaken by the Alliance, supported by the recent report “Sustainable Transport for
Sustainable Cities”, produced by the Warren Centre for Advanced. Engineering at Sydney
University, suggests very strongly that a new high speed Sydney urban frain network couid
very effectively and syniergistically enhance the role of Sydney’s existing airports.

The Warren Centre concluded that such a system could in fact forever eliminate the need for
a further major airport within the Sydney urban basin. ~- - = S '

It was further found that such a network would also provide the high-speed ground links
between Sydney’s existing airports, and between these airports and the Sydney region as a
whole, that would significantly enhance access and connectivity for both-city and regional
communities. : SR SR

The Alliance has Carh:péignéd-é_cfi\}ely' a_hd-_j'éﬁéati\iéi:y_'fér'Phdre.'fih'ar; five years against the
always flawed and now fotally discredited proposition that a second major Sydney airport be
constructed at Badgerys Creek:in western Sydney. v

An airport at "Badgerys Was'prombted_”as:a' ‘_"q'uick.ﬁ'x'”'_ to pe"rceived aircraft noise and airport
capacity constraints. In the process, the underlying issues were distorted in the attempt by
some to put a simpilistic solution to a complex issue. : :

It is the very clear view of the Alliance that the 'ef'iec't'éve and sustainable provision of future
airport and aviation services for Sydney, .including the: very. important issue of  regional
aviation access, must be resolved on the basis of an integrated approach to local, regional.
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and national transport strategy. All the options, all the contributing transport modes, and the
positions of all the relevant stakeholders will need to be. carefully considered. B

The Badgerys “push” has been an example of how not to proceed. The successful and on-
going provision of efficient and equitable regional aviation access to Sydney will require a
cohesive and integrated approach. SRR o S

We thank you for the: opportunity to put the views of the Western Sydney Alliance o this
important issue, and trust that what has been presented in this submission will be of interest.

The Alliance would be pleased to provide further or more detailed information in support of
issues raised in this submission, or any other issues _\'@vithin-i_ts.s_phgre of activity that might be

relevant to the Terms of Reference, or useful to the Inquiry.

The Alliance can be cdnfacted for this'purpo'se fh'rough its 'S_ecretariat':

~ Western Sydney Alliance
16 Memorial Avenue
~ Merrylands 2160

~New South Wales .

_ Telephone: - 0298409750
©Facsimile: 0298409752

* Councillor Mark Pigram Councillor Pat Sheehy

Chairman, Western Sydney Alliance . Deputy Chairman, Western Sydney Alliance
L e Main‘Of Penrith. .. .. . .

" MayorofHolroyd -~




