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Re: Proposedre-development- Australian Institute of PoliceManagement SUBMISSION
Redevelopment,North Head, Manly, NSW

SUMMARY OF SUBMISSION
I questionthe legalityofAFP’scontinuinguseofthis siteandtheirsupposedneedto expand
asproposed.

AFP saysunder “Objectives”tat “ Theproposedredevelopmentofthesitewill protectthe
existingLittle Penguinand LonguosedBandicootpopulationsat thesite,aswell asenhance
andmaintainthedistinctiveaquaticandbushlandcharacteroftheadjacentSydneyHarbour
andSydneyHarbour(North Head)NationalPark.” I would assertthat in everydetailthis is
totally contraryto thetruth.

This wouldhavebeenanexcessive,insensitiveandtotally inappropriateproposalfor the
siteevenwithout North Head’srecentheritagelistingwhich merelyreinforcesthevalue
andsensitivityof thesiteandtheneedto banproposalsof this sort.

1. LEGALITY OF CONTINUING USEOFTHE SITE
The 1979LandExchangeAgreementallowedtheCommonwealthto retainthis siteasa
“PoliceCollege”. It is listed in theManly Webas aconferencecentre& co-locateswith
CharlesStunUniversity.

I believeit is arguablethat it is alreadynota “Police College”andthereforearrangements
shouldbemadefor the landto revertto NSWGovernmentor NSWNationalParks&
Wildlife Service.

Thereareothersitesavailableto theALT that arenot in an environmentallysensitive,
nationalheritagelisted site.

2. NEED TO EXPAND
TheAFP’s statementof evidenceassertsthat it needsto getbiggerin orderto stopengagingin
non-policecommercialactivities.This is oneofa numberofassertionsthatmight charitably
bedescribedasdisingenuous,althoughthemorerobustAustraliantermmightbebulishit. I
just don’t believeit.

3. SCALE OF DEVELOPMENT -60% increasein floor area
Theproposednet increasein floor space(newlessdemolished)is 60%. The 2 & 3 storey
buildingsproposedarenot compatiblewith thescaleofthehistoric buildingson siteand
would beanunsightlyadditionto theharbourforeshore.

4. NUMBER OF ROOMS— biggesthotel in Manly!
55 rooms(& five flexiblemodularspacesfor multiple occupancyneeds)makesthis the
biggesthotel in Manly! This is not justa “Police College”,it is aresidential-Conferenge
Centre,universitycampusandgeneralsea-sideholidayhome. JSLIC ~ COMMITTEE
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5. SENIORCOMMON ROOM & OUTDOORDECK - biggerthantheWharfHotel
The SeniorCommonRoom” atover200m2plus25m2outdoordeckareais biggerthanour
harboursidepub andfrom a descriptionof its facilities will operatein muchthesameway.
This is sitedright abovethehighestconcentrationofourthreatenedLittle Penguincolony.
Penguins& theirchicksareultrasensitiveto noise& light atnight.

AFPclaim “The opendeckentertainingareaswill be limited to daytimeandearlyevening
use”. I havethis Monty Python-esquepictureof an officer appearingat 7.3Opmon a Summer’s
night while eveningrelaxationis in full alcoholicswing& saying—“OK guys,it’s penguin
night-nighttime, let’s clearthedeck,shutthedoors,turn off themusic& retire to our rooms
to readan improvingbook.” Oh, yeah!

6. HARD SURFACES—50%increasepavedsurfaces,roads& carpark
Newroadwaysandacarparkof1 ,400m2arenotawelcomeadditionto pristinebushland&
will drain into SpringCove, partof SydneyHarbour’sonly AquaticReserveof national
significance.

Again, with apologiesto thePythons,perhapsthis is part of the increasedbandicootforaging
areaenvisagedby theAFP with adaptivere-useof thebandicootroad-kill to regularlyfeature
on themenu.

7. ASSETPROTECTIONZONE— NationalParklandto becleared
It would seemthat a significantproportionof theAssetProtectionZonewill be on NP&WS
landthat would needto becleared.Surelythis is inappropriate?

HISTORIC& SCENICISSUES— aneyesoreabovea historicsite
Onecould talk at lengthaboutthehistoric & scenicqualitiesof this area.I merelyregistermy
utterhorroratthethoughtofthis obscenityabovethereputedsiteofthemeetingbetweenthe
first fleet & local Aborigines.


