
Aust aF n Gover ment

<~ Departmentf thebnv~roninent nd Heritage

/‘SUBMISSION ...

Ms VivienneCourto
Inquiry Secretary
ParliamentaryStandingCommittee
on PublicWorks
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearMs Courto

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE - HOLSWORTHY STAGE 1 REDEVELOPMENT, NSW

I referto your letterof 20 May 2005 to the Secretaryof this Departmentinviting commenton
the aboveproposal.

This Departmentadministersthe EnvironmentProtectionand BiodiversityConservationAct 1999
(EPBCAct) on behalfof theMinister for theEnvironmentandHeritage,Senatorthe
HonIan Campbell.

TheEPBCActprovidesfor theprotectionof certaindefinedmattersof national
environmentalsignificanceaswell asthe moregeneral‘environment’whereadevelopment
activity is to be takenby anagencyof the AustralianGovernment.Agenciesarerequiredto
referproposalswith potentialsignificant impactson the.‘environment’to this Department
for considerationunderthe EPBCAct.

Formalassessmentandapprovalis neededunderthe Actfor proposalslikely to havea
significant impact(‘controlledactions’). Proposalsthataredeterminednot likely to havea
significantimpactdo not needanyfurtherconsiderationunderthe EPBCAct.

In this case,theDepartmentof DefencereferredtheHolsworthyRedevelopmentProject
undertheEPBCAct on 1 March2004. A decisionwasmadeon 17 May 2005thattheworks
arenot likely to haveasignificantimpacton the ‘environment’andthatapprovalunderthe
Act is thereforenot needed(copy of decisionattached).
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JVIercer
Director
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTIONANDBIoDIvERsITYCONSERVATIONACT1999

DECISION THAT ACTION IS NOT A CONTROLLED ACTION

Pursuantto section75 of the EnvironmentProtectionandBiodiversityConservationAct1999,
I, MARK FLANIGAN, AssistantSecretary,Policy andComplianceBranch,Departmentof
theEnvironmentandHeritage,decidethatthe proposedaction;setout in the Schedule,,is
not acontrolledaction.

SCHEDULE

The proposedaction by the Departmentof Defence to undertakethe Holsworthy
RedevelopmentProject Programof Works, involving refurbishmentwork, infrastructure
upgradesandthe constructionof facilities for Incident ResponseandCounterTerrorist
capabilities,andasdescribedin thereferralreceivedunder the Act on 1 March2004 and
the responseto requestsfor further informationasreceivedon 20 April 2004 and10 May
2004 (EPBC2004/1391).

DatedU~is ‘1 dayof 2004

ASSISTANTSECRETARY
POLICY AND COMPLIANCE BRANCH
DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE


