The Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia

Report 1/2012

Referrals made September
to October 2011

e Proposed construction of a new Australian Embassy
complex including Chancery and Head of Mission residence
in Bangkok, Thailand

e Proposed HMAS Albatross redevelopment, Nowra, NSW

e Proposed Royal Australian Air Force Base East Sale
redevelopment, Sale, Victoria

e LAND 17 Phase 1A Infrastructure Project

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works

February 2012
Canberra




© Commonwealth of Australia 2012

ISBN 978-0-642-79612-7 (Printed version)

ISBN 978-0-642-79613-4 (HTML version)

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivs 3.0 Australia License.

(@0l

The details of this licence are available on the Creative Commons website:
http:/ /creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/au/.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/au/

Contents

Membership of the COMMITEE .......cvviiii e vii
LiSt Of FECOMMENUALIONS ...ttt ettt e et e et e et et e eee et e e eee et eete et eeeeareeneeseeeeeeneenrenneas iX

THE REPORT

R 101 1 (0o [ Te3 1[0 o KAUURUE TSP 1

SErUCTUIE OF the FEPOIT ...t 2

2 Proposed construction of a new Australian Embassy complex including

Chancery and Head of Mission residence in Bangkok, Thailand..............cccc.......... 5
CoNAUCE OF tNE INQUINY ...t 6
NEE fOr tNE WOTKS ... 6
SCOPE OF tNE WOTKS ... 8
COSE O tNE WOTKS ...t 9
PrOJECE ISSUES ...vivivieiiiet ettt e ettt bttt 10
Land ownership and leasing arrangementS..........cccveeiireirmirsieisieiesesssessss s ssssssssssesesesenens 10
COMMITEEE COMMENT ...ttt ettt 11
ConStrUCION IN BANGKOK .....cvcveviiiiiiiiiis e 11
COMMIIEE COMMENE.......cviviieiiiieie ettt 13
Flood mitigation and CIVIl WOTKS..........cerrrireeeeeeeeeee e 13
COMMILIEE COMMENE.......iviviiiiiiceieie bbb bbbttt 15
EXISting SECUItY @rrangeMENTS .......cccrereiiiiiiee ettt renns 15

Final COMMITEEE COMMENL ... ..ottt ettt ettt e et e et e st e et e et e seeeeeeeeateeneeeseeesnenaneens 16



v

3 Proposed HMAS Albatross redevelopment, Nowra, NSW ...........cccccevrvrinnnne, 17
CONAUCE OF tNE INQUITY +..vvve bbb 17
NEEU fOr B WOTKS ...t 18
SCOPE OF tNE WOTKS ... 19
COSE O tNE WOTKS ...ttt 21
PrOJECE ISSUES ....viviviiiiieie ittt e bbbttt s st 21
BUSHITE TISK ...ttt bbbttt 21
COMMITEEE COMMENT.....vieieieieieeee ettt ettt 22
CRIIICAIE CENIIE ...ttt 22
COMMIIEE COMMENE.......iviviiiiiiieie ettt 23
Final Committee COMMENt ..o, 23

4 Proposed Royal Australian Air Force Base East Sale redevelopment, Sale,

VICTOTIA 1.ttt bbbttt 25
CondUCE OF tNE INQUINY ... 25
NEEA TOF thE WOTKS ...ttt 26
SCOPE OF tNE WOTKS....cvivieieiiii st 27
COSE OF tNE WOTKS ...t 28
PrOJECT ISSUBS ...viviviieiiiieit sttt ettt sttt ettt 29
Community and fitNESS ACHVILIES ........cccveveveirieeeiecee e 29
COMMIIEE COMMENE.......cviviieiiiireie ettt 32
Local employment and SUDCONTTACHING ISSUBS ........c.curuririiireieiririreeseieieises s 32
COMMILIEE COMMENE.......iviviiiiiiceieie bbb bbbttt 34
Benefit of project to 1ocal COMMUNILY.........ccceeiiiiiiiieii e 34
COMMITEEE COMMENT.....vieieieieieeee ettt ettt 36
Final COMMITEEE COMMENT .......viviiiiiceeie b 36

5 LAND 17 Phase 1A Infrastructure Project .........ccoovvvvvseseieienninsssseerenns 39
CoNAUCE OF tNE INQUITY ... 40
NEEU fOr B WOTKS ..ot 41
SCOPE OF T8 WOTKS.......eviee b 42
COSE OF tNE WOTKS ...t 44
POJECE ISSUBS ... vttt ettt 44

Phased roll-out of LAND 17 Capability ProjeCt.........ccccoiriiiirnniceiesceeieissseeeeisiens 44



COMMIIEE COMMENE.......iviviiiicieie ettt 45
TraINING JOCALIONS ...t 46
COMMITEEE COMMENT.....viieieieieieeeee ettt 47
TrAMfIC CONCEIMS ...ttt bbb 47
COMMITEEE COMMENT ...ttt ettt ettt 51
Final COMMITLEE COMMENE ..ottt 53

APPENDICES

Appendix A — LiSt Of SUDMISSIONS ......cccovriiriiirinceeire s 55

Appendix B - List of Inspections, Hearings and WIitneSSes.........c.cccoveeveeiernnne, 57



vi




Membership of the Committee
Chair Ms Janelle Saffin MP
Deputy Chair Mr John Forrest MP
Members Mrs Karen Andrews MP Mr Bernie Ripoll MP

Senator Sue Boyce (from 20/9/11)
Senator Alex Gallacher

Mr Steve Georganas MP

Mr Patrick Secker MPP

Senator Anne Urquhart



viii

Committee Secretariat

Secretary Dr Alison Clegg
Inquiry Secretary Mr Anthony Overs
Senior Research Mrs Renee Toy
Officer

Administrative Officer Mors Fiona McCann



List of recommendations

2 Proposed construction of a new Australian Embassy complex including
Chancery and Head of Mission residence in Bangkok, Thailand

Recommendation 1

The Committee recommends that the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade conduct a hydrological survey of the site of the proposed new
Embassy complex in Bangkok, as one part of a thorough review and
investigation into the risk of flooding on the proposed site, and
investigate further measures which may be undertaken to mitigate the
risk. The Committee requests that the results of the hydrological survey
be provided to the Committee at the earliest opportunity, along with
details of any further steps required to reduce the risk of flooding, and
any additional costs associated with these actions.

Recommendation 2

The Committee recommends that the House of Representatives resolve,
pursuant to Section 18(7) of the Public Works Committee Act 1969, that it is
expedient to carry out the following proposed work: Proposed
construction of a new Australian Embassy complex including Chancery
and Head of Mission residence in Bangkok, Thailand.

3 Proposed HMAS Albatross redevelopment, Nowra, NSW

Recommendation 3

The Committee recommends that the House of Representatives resolve,
pursuant to Section 18(7) of the Public Works Committee Act 1969, that it is
expedient to carry out the following proposed work: Proposed HMAS
Albatross redevelopment, Nowra, New South Wales.



4 Proposed Royal Australian Air Force Base East Sale redevelopment, Sale,
Victoria

Recommendation 4

The Committee recommends that the House of Representatives resolve,
pursuant to Section 18(7) of the Public Works Committee Act 1969, that it is
expedient to carry out the following proposed work: Proposed Royal
Australian Air Force Base East Sale redevelopment, Sale, Victoria.

5 LAND 17 Phase 1A Infrastructure Project

Recommendation 5

The Committee recommends that the House of Representatives resolve,
pursuant to Section 18(7) of the Public Works Committee Act 1969, that it is
expedient to carry out the following proposed work: LAND 17 Phase 1A
Infrastructure Project.



