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Amphetaminetypestimulants(ATS) includemainlyamphetamineand
methamphetamine,althougharangeofothersubstances(for exampleecstasy,an
amphetaminetypederivativewith hallucinogenicproperties)also fall into this group.

Thereis increasingevidenceofrapidlyshiftingpatternsofdrugusein developing
countriesoverthelastdecade. In 1999,UnitedNationsOfficeofDrugsandCrime
(EJNODC)reportedthatmethamphetaminewasthemostcommonlyusedATS in
NorthAmericaandEastAsiawhile amphetaminewasdominantin Europe. But by
2001,IJNODChadseena furtherchangein theglobal trendswith EastAsiaand
Oceaniaemergingwith thehighestprevalenceamidpatternsofstabilisationor
decreasein theAmericasandEurope.

TheUN Global Illicit DrugTrends2002includesthe annualprevalenceof
amphetamineabuseasa percentageofthepopulationaged15 andoverfor all
reportingregions(tableattachedat ‘A’). Thailandshowsthegreatestpercentag,e
(5.9%)ofanycountry.

Thesystemofreportingin Thailandis comparativelymoretransparentthan.other
developingcountriesin theregion. Thatsystemhasshowna continuingupwardtrend
in abuse,with repercussionsevidentin changinggovernmentpolicy towardmore
directinterventionin supplyanddemand.Theevidenceof abuseis reflectedin the
increasingnumberofjuvenileandadultdetaineesfor drugrelatedoffences,andby an
increasingnumberofmethamphetaminetreatmentcases.

TheUN Global Illicit DrugTrends2002reportsthatthenumberofpeoplein
treatmentfor methamphetamineabusein Thailandquadrupledoverthe 1996-2000
period. Theproportionofmethamphetamineusersin treatmentrosefrom 0.2%ofall
treatmentdemandin 1990,to 2% in 1995 and46%by 2000(tableattachedat ‘B’).

Connectionbetweentrafficking and abusepatterns

In EastAsianandPacificregions,ATSmanufacturing,trafficking andusehasgrown
fasterthansimilar activitiesinvolving plant-basedopiates,like opiumandheroin.
Heroinmanufacturersin theregionhavediversifiedto includemakingsyntheticdrugs
with theproductionofthosedrugsin somecasesreplacingtheproductionofheroin.
This shift maybedueto thefactthatATS canbemanufacturedin small andportable
laboratoriesandbecauseoftheflexiblenatureofprecursorsrequiredfor the
manufactureofthedrug.

Informationis limited, butChina,MyanmarandthePhilippinesappearto bethemain
sourcesofthe finishedproductwith Chinathelargestsupplierofprecursorsfor
manufacturingATS. Giventhehighprofits associatedwith amphetamines,it is very
likely thattrafficking organisationsareactivelyseekingmarketsin othercountriesof
theregionandamongnewpotentialusergroups.
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Global trafficking in ATS increasedagainin 2000,continuinganupwardtrendthat
wasin evidencethroughoutthe1990s. In 2001,ChinaandThailandaccountedfor
respectively54%and 19%ofworldATS seizures.

Regionaland sub-regionalapproachesareofparticularimportancein relationto ATS
becauseoftherapidrisein ATS availability in theregionandtheassociated“balloon
effects”, thatreductionin theproblemin onearealeadsto anincreasein another.For
example,increasedabuseofATS in theEastandSouthEastAsia regionincreasesthe
potentialimpactonAustralia.

TheAFP’s collaborationwith regionallaw enforcementhasled to significant
breakthroughsin disruptingkeyorganisationsinvolved in narcoticsandATS
trafficking. Thishasresultedin theseizureoftonnesofnarcoticsandATS suchas
methamphetaminen its crystalform (ice) andMDMA (ecstasy)destinedfor
Australianandotherinternationalmarkets,andensuredthe seizureofunlawfully
obtainedassets.Australiahasseena456%increasein ecstasyseizuresthis financial
yearto date.
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II. AFP Mandatory Drug TestingPolicy

TheAFP commencedmandatorydrugtestingprogramsfor its employeesin July2000
undertheprovisionsoftheCommissioner’semploymentpowerspursuantto the
AustralianFederalPoliceAct1979(theAPP Act) andAustralianFederalPolice
(Disciplinary)Regulations.Testingis carriedout for thetypesofdrugssetoutunder
theprovisionsofthesection4A oftheAPP Act andScheduleIV oftheCustomsAct
1901,andincludecannabis,ecstasy,heroinand cocaine.

Thereareanumberofmandatorytestingprogramscurrentlyutilised:

• MandatoryTargetedTesting(MTT) is usedasarandomscreeningprogram
for all employees;

• MandatoryApplicantTesting(MAT) coversall applicantsfortheAFP;
• MandatoryInvestigationTesting(MIT) is usedasaninternalinvestigation

tool; and
• MandatoryCertainIncidentTesting(MCIT) is usedwhenthereis adeathor

seriousinjury involving amemberoftheAPP.

TheAPP alsotestsits ContractorsandVolunteers.

From 1 July2002 theMTT wasexpandedto ensurethat 100%oftheworkforce
wouldbe testedwithin a specifictimeframe(e.g.duringthe2002/03financialyear).



This initiative, calledtheExpandedMTT, hasgreatlyincreasedthenumberoftests
conducted.

Employeeswho cometo noticeunderthetestingprogramshavetheirsuitability for
continuedemploymentreviewed.

TheAPP doesnot conductrandomtestingfor alcohol. Howeverundersection40M
oftheAPP Act, APP employeesmaybedirectedto undergoabreathtestunder
certaincircumstances.A corporateNationalGuidelineonAlcohol is currentlybeing
draftedto synthesisecurrentformalandinformalpolicieson alcoholuse. At this
stagesomeareashaveimplementedalocalAlcoholFreeorAlcoholPolicy, andthe
APP PoliceCollegehasdevelopedaPracticalGuidein relationto alcohol.

NSWPolice is theonly otherpolicejurisdictionin Australiato haveimplemented
mandatorydrugtesting,andthis is limited to swornmembers(section21 1A, NSW
PoliceAct1990). Theselectionofapoliceofficer fortestingundertheNSWAct
maybeonarandomortargetedbasis.

Queensland,Victoria andNorthernTerritoryPoliceareconsideringtheintroduction
ofmandatorydrugtestingprograms.Tasmaniacurrentlyhasabill beforeits
parliamentwhichprovidesfor arangeofintegritymeasuresfor police, includingdrug
andalcoholtesting.
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GlobalIllicit DrugTrends2002

Amphetamines
Figure 40a. Annual prevalence of abuse as percentage of the population

aged 15 and above (unless otherwise indicated)
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Amphetamines
Figure 40b. Annual prevalenceof abuse as percentage of the population

aged 15 and above (unless otherwise indicated)
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FIgure 50
Source: Office of the Narcotics Control Board, Thaildnd Narcotics Annual
Report2001 and previous years.
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