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I amwriting to you to ensureth t ~ vo.
theHouseof RepresentativesStãiidiñgCommittëëon t amily and uomm
into SubstanceAbusein AustralianCommunities.

The AMA assertsthat excessalcohol consumptionleadsto an unacceptablyhigh level of
sicknessand socialdisruptionandconstitutesamajorpublic healthissue.Thesocialdisruption
associatedwith excessivealcohol consumption, particularly intoxication, is reflected in
accidents(particularly motor vehicle), mental illness, family breakdown, unemployment,
crime, andviolence.

We muststress,however,that notall alcohol consumptionis deleteriousto health.In fact, low
levels of alcohol consumptionare associatedwith reducedcardiovasculardiseasein older
individuals. The AMA condemnsthe consumptionof hazardous (though often socially
acceptable)levelsofalcohol andformally endorsestheNationalHealthandMedicalResearch
Council’s (NHMRC)recommendationsthatit is potentiallyhazardousand harmfulto exceeda
daily intake of four standarddrinks for men and two for women (unlesspregnant,when
abstinenceis desirable).

Therearesoundargumentson public healthgroundsfor theintroductionof a volumetricWine
EqualisationTax basedon alcohol content.TheAMA hasbeensupportiveofthis for anumber
of years.This positionwasdemonstratedin the June2000 submissionthat the AMA madeto
yourcommittee.In thatdocumenttheassociationrecommended:

That Stateand Federal Governmenttaxesdirectly reflect the total volumeofalcohol in the
product.

Similarly in its 2001/2002BudgetsubmissiontheAMA stated:

TheAMA recommendsthe introduction of a volumetric Wine Equalisation Tax by 2003 —
which would tax wine basedon alcohol content. It also recommendsthat excise on al
alcohol basedproductsbebasedon alcohol contentand that exciseon alcoholic drinks with
lessthan 3.5%alcoholbesignificantly reducedto encouragelow alcoholproducts.
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I am awarethat yourcommitteeis dueto reportbackto parliamentin thenearfuture. I urge
youto recommendthatthis initiative beadoptedonthebasisofpublic healthandsafety.

Thankyou onceagainfor yourcorrespondence.

Regards

f~d/
Dr TrevorMudge
FederalVice President


