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PARLIAMENT HOUSE
CANBERRA ACT 2600

SUBMISSION TO SUBSTANCE ABUSE IN AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITIES
INQUIRY

This submissiondealsonly with thedelivery ofhealthservicesand in particulartheaffectof
tobaccoon theindigenouspopulation.

Tobaccocausesmoredeathsamongthesecommunitiesthanany otherdrugincludingalcohol
andpetrolsniffing. Over50%ofindigenousAustraliansaresmokerscomparedto 22%ofall
Australians,in somecasesthe figure for the indigenouspopulationexceeds80%with the
disastrousaffecton the healthandlife expectancyof thesepeople.

Indigenouswomenareup to 19 times morelikely to die from pneumoniathantherestofthe
Australianpopulation. I amsureI don’thaveto quotemorestatisticsto makemy point.

Theseissueshavebeenalmosttotally ignoredandvery fewhealthprogramshavebeen
devisedto assessandaddressthis problem.

Will the StandingCommitteepleaseconsiderthis matteraspartoftheirreview?
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