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COLEIGTEALTE OF AUSTRALIA.

2702 LIC TELEPHONE, EXCHANGE., BATHURST. ¥.S.Y.

1. Aorlicieatery Standing Committee on Public "Jorks, to
a.del tle t..e o. Aeoresentatives referred for investigetion and
tio. of the erection of an Automatic Telephone
srrier 3uilding at Bathurst, New 3outh Jales, has the
.weri is Tollows 3=

SCTICN I - = INTRODUCTION.

GEWERAL.
.
1, 2 saurst is situated in & 25 mile wide valley on the Blue
curtains U uleliads and 'is 132 miles west of Sydney. It is the

ce.tr: of ver  rich agricultursl district producing large crops of
ve  teébles lcr ciiy consumpbion and for local canning. Due to its
rich.e.o i: .griculiurel snd pastoral production, it necessarily
.clic . Jhet lnere is considerable activity in the associated second-
err ixustri-. such as cenning factories, flour mills, butter
"actoris=s ete., and, with the completion of a2 large dam on the

Ca .»We1l Raver -ad other proposed expansion programmes, it is ex-
J¢cted (aat ihere sill be a further inere2se in both population

cad andostrias.

THE BEXISTIG BUILDIMNGS.

. rst telephone exchange at Bathurst was opened in
826, .4, t.eer with other postslactivities, was carried on in
t'o 9alldic: flenking the Court House in Russell Street. 4s a
sicel. of Tederation these buildings were transferred to the Common-
.21~ 1203, and have served deparimental requirements since

& wuithout mejor alterations. Both structures are two

rizd, suilt iz 2 coloniel style with colonnades, “hile making
v.lu.ble contribution to the architectural atmosphere of the city
%.. braldings have long become unsuited to the demands of modern
feeilicsies, ond the departmental activities have outgrown them.

SECTION II__ -~ THE_PRE3ENT PROPOSAL .

THE BUILDING.

3. The present proposal is to erect a new building, with a
1374l £loor space of 15,296 sg. £t. to house the automatic tele-
01t excringe, irunk exchange, and carrier equipment, with necessary
oliices ead amenities for the staff required.

. fhe building will be a two storey structure, heviag a

-. orcid corerete frame with a steel framed roci over tae .wjor

Lrt. DTuntzonell - the building will have a red brick bez and pre-
5. r&a.y steie facing on the walls, while interasl +wlls will

= orien.
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S The structure will be placed ot the reer of » site,
recently acquired in Howick Street, so that spac: 1ill > cv: il-
able for the construction of & large Post Oftfice burlding 1. scae
years to come. Tt was originelly proposed to inclade the ~o' vost
Office building in this proposal, but, owing to ta: SCerels, o
materials and labour for the work, only the auto. tic fzle-hose
Exchange project is put forward at the preseat wiue.

SECTION III . THE COMIITTRI'S I VE3JLiario 3.
GENERAL.
8. The Committee studied the plans sad »id . visit o.

inspection to Bathurst, to view the prososed sits, tc 3°" tae
present buildings, and to acquaint itself .iuh ta¢ >osltioa oot ir-
ing at Bathurst in connection with the establishrent, ti et °

and the equipment. The Committee took evidiance in Sydae "2 ia
Bathurst from senior officials of the Postmester-Jenersli: Desart -
ment. concerned with the planning of the propes:d work, irom the
Director of Architecture inm the Departmcnt of 'or's ~ad “ousing,

end from various witnesses in Bathurst repr: SC..bia, e drof-csicatl,
commerciel and other interests in the localit,.

THE BUILDING.
4rchitecture.

7. The building is a functional one, end, b.inz ~lsc:d <t
the rear of the site where it is to bec obscured st & 1°izr dste by
the new Post Office building, no slaborate archit. ctumlfcstur:- are
required. However, the building is to be of plersiag acdzra 4 siun,
having vertleal louvrcs on the south west zlevotion For. 2y @ useiul
proteetion from the sun while adding a rather cistinctive drchitsc-
tural feature to this facade.

8. The Ground Floor will house the Autometic Teleshone IXcagng:
eguipment and autometic Trunk Switch equipment. It ©lgo srovid's
space for the heating and vcntilating plent, power rooa, battery reom,
stores and toilets.

S. The First Floor provides for the Trunk Rrom éad larg:
Carrier Bquipment Room, as well as & technicizans' -vor s.on 2.3 store.
Various aaenities will also b. located on theé first floor, -ud sac’
will be available for Postal Institute, class room, lunch r00.2, {1rst
aid, women's lockers, and toilets. When the building wes oriyiatlly
planned 2llowance wes made for & possible additional flo'r, and
columns wire shown in the centrc of the equipment roo.. I fost# ster
General's Denartment now regard such an addition zs viry uali :l- so
the columns have been omittcd and a steel trussed roof suvstituted

in lieu of the concrete slab and framed roof.

THE BITE.

10. The site proposed for the building is a lavel er:iz of 1rnd
having a frontage of 165 feet to Howick Strvet, It is coasilcrzd

to be thc most suitabla site for the purpose, and it is coav. :ic wly
situstcd for the existing underground plant. & consid.redl: ..ox it
of nezotisztion has taken place for some time cest in conatetica ita
tne acouisiticn of the site, but arrangemeats hav: sow b azd it
tae 3tite Gov.rrnaeat for the purchese of tn: 1:1d lor o,z L103.¢%,
subject to surv:sy, and with certsin »rovisos for i.c urot-etioa oF




the existing technical college, and for the transfer to the 3tate,
when it is possible to vacate them, of the present Post Office
and Telephone buildings. This agreement regarding the site was
only concluded just prior to the investigation by the Committee

11. The area finally decided upon for acquisition is slightly
smaller than that originally shown on the plens, and will affect
the plan of the future Post Office building, indicated on the

plans for the Automatic Telephone Exchange Building now being
investigated. The Committee therefore made inquiries to ensure
that the site, if used for the Automatic Telephone Exchange Build-
ing, would also be sufficiently large to provide for the future
Post Office building. Investigation appeared to be necessary to
the Comnittee particularly as the amended boundary cut off pert

of the Public Telephone Annexe shown in the Post Office plan.

2. The Committee was informed, however, that the area to be
acguired would be sufficient for the proposed Exchange and for the
futare Post Office building, though slight adjustments of the pleas
would have to be made tc bring the structure within the new
boundaries.

12, Inquiries were made regarding the bearing qualities of

the land and the possibility of using any other site for the purpose,
but it was generally agreed by all the witnesses that the site in
Howick Street wa:z the most saitable. The building for the Automatic
Telephone Exchange will be placed at the rear of the site, and will
occupy a gross area of 10,210 square feet, leaving the front of the
block for the Post Office building when required.

14. As it will be some years before the new Post Office can be
built, and it is considered thot there is sufficient land for the
wreposed exchange @s well as the future Post Office, the Committee
is satisfied that the site is 2 goocd one and suiltable for the purpose

LECHANICAL SERVICES AWD EQUIPNMENT.

15, The orizinal proposal included an air conditioning plant
to serve the major portion of the building, particularly the equip-
ment rooms, but, following the Prine !iinister's directive for
eccnoay, further consileration wzs given to this provision, and it
was considered that full 2ir conditioning could be satisfactorily
dispencsed with in the climate of Bathurst. Accordingly the air
conditioning system hes been repleced by a mechanical vantilation
plent which incoraorates air filtering and air heatins to serve the
Automatic Telephone Exchange and Trunk Switch Equipnent Room, ‘Work-
roos, Clerical and Superintending Technicians' Room on the Ground
Floor, and Carrier Bquipment and Trunk Room on the Firsgt Floor.

16. The Committee mede inquiries with the object of ensuring
that the economy fchieved by replecing the sir conditioning system
a3 not being mzlde &t the expense of satisfactor, operation and main-
te.once of the ecuipment or the comfort of the staflf operating the
exchange.  The Co.alttec w2s informed, in ¢vidence, that considerable
tho ,zht hed been given to the matter, and it was considered thet,
witii the couparstively dry rt.iosphere ¢t Bothurst, the refrigeration
nortion of the ecuipment could be dispensed with. Provision has

bezn .ade, however, rer the plant to be so designed that, in the
event of technical circumstances demonstrating the acccssity for

full =ir ccnditioning in the future, conversion could be made without
difficulty. Under precsant conditions this does not appear to be
likely, 2nd the systen planncd should prove satisfactory for the
DUTPOSE o

17. Due to its geographic?l locstion, Bathurst is not subject-
ed to the extreme hamidity which 2pplies on the coastal belt, and
mechanieal ventilation and air filtering, which ere essentiel to
provide dust free 2ir to the equipment areas for its ¢fficient
opcration ~nd to provid. 2 degrve of staff comfort in the operating
ar::s by providing air movement, Are to be installed. a heating
unit will be provided for use in the winter months.
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18. as provision is made for future conversion to full air
co.ditionin, if this should prove to be necessary, the Committee
is setisfied that the sechanical ventilation as planned should be
installed.

19, fhe estimated cost of the structure as referred to the
Co..attee 15 .167,800. Owing to amendments to the plans there is
z reductro. ia the estimated cost of the building, based upon
wics. §3 ot 'oveuder, 1950, but this estimate may be subject to
veriztioa ‘hea teaders are called, as constantly changing circum-
staaces ore joveraing building costs to-day. The figures estimated
ot the Noovr dete are -

£

3uilding work, including

foundations 105,800
flzctrical installation,

1neluding lightdng 7,600
Plumbing, drainage, fire and

zas services 2,877
..echenical ventilating plant,

hesting, boiler plant,

exheust fans, hot water

systems, cat head and hoist,

fire extinguishers 16,200
Sealed roadway .. 358

Total £132,635

20, ‘1a addition to the building itself the establishment of
ti.e ne ' exchmag: 'vill involve a heavy expenditure in respect of

e urzseat ..d lastallation. Based on the present cost of materials
snd lavour, tae estimated total expenditure to fully establish the
sataarst trun< and subscribers' exchanges is £344,635, made up as
Tollows 3~ :

Building -
comprising ground and
first floors 132,635

sutom@tic Exchange Bquipment

for 2,000 Lines - to be

instailed on the ground

£loor and includes power

plent and standby

alternator 90,000
Trunk Exchange -

15 positions to be includ-

ed on lst floor 22,000
sutomatic Trunk Switehing

Bquipment - to be installed

on 1lst floor 60,000
Subscribers' equipment -~
cost of replacing sub- .
seribers' magneto equipment
by automatic 30,000

Line construction -
cost of diverting line
cables 10,CC0

Total £344,635
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

21. The folloving finencial statement is based on the
asswilstion thét the date of cutoverfor the new exchange will be

Jue; 1833,

£
Capitel cost " 385,000
Caoital cost; new and in situ 479,000
sanuil working expenses 30,460

Jotal annual charges, in-
cluding working expenses,
interest and depreciation _5‘8‘&222

X

szcoverable value of Assets

%6 be demolished -
.¢ausl Bxchange 3,000
lziiporary Automovie Trchange 18,000
.ogneto Subscribers'

instruments 1,500
Cuarrier installatlon 60,C00
£82,500
22, Tae ananal revenus Irom telephone rentals, local calls

°nd 2ionoura s fro . subscribers' lines and public telephones
conswcted (o tae 3athurst manual exchange during the year ended
30t.. Juns, 1850, totalled £13,000, whilst from originating trunk
line calls %ag revenue vas £14,000, making £27,000 in all. Baged
on e éxiating charges for rentals and calls it is estimated that
tag Pnaw l reveaue will increase to a total of £49,000 by the date
0. cutover 1a 1833, and to £80,XC at the end of the 20 years'
period ia 1973.

TIIE:TOR CONSTRUCTION.
E3. Iv is estimated that, upon receipt of approval to this
w0081, “znders could be eallsd within twelve months, and that
6.ud Vl.e bt3zen for constructicn of the building would be approximately
to gesrs, dapending upbn conditions of supply of materials and

labour during the period.

NECESSITY FOR THE BUILDING.

Caz of the most important reasons which demonstrat:z tie

aze-g31ts for the news telephone exchange is the greatly sccelerated

dzvalopuens. t oothurst and the surrounding districis. A consid-radle



amount of valuable evidence was submitted to tie Couiitt & showin
the growth of the population and of virious businiss :etiviti-g
over the past few years.

25. Bathurst 1s the busincss centre fer e leors: auwdker of
towns and villages, and omnibus serviects ru: to rthurst Jro 11l -’
Bnd, Oberon and Burrega, serving intervenis, vills_ s. . 'bus
service slso connects with Orange regulerly 30 tudt .Y FSgi gers
may use the terminal at Bathurst and continu~ on to Oreaz . hs
population within the present rcstricted city bouai-ri:s i1s su-t 1
to be approximately 13,C00, with a further 3,00C ntli: its cavire-s.
The Migrant Training Centre, cstablishcd ia the lergs Lilit~rm cr o)
near Bathurst hes had the ¢ffect of increcesia, t.: porulrtion, 3
many migrants are settling there.

26, The local call natwork covers & five .:il- r2dius Jro. ti:
Bathurst Post Office, and, at the ¢nd of lL-st :er 1,2<~ subscribirs
were comhected, whilst 156 appliccnts wer: sweitin: tele-ho-2
services, The development in subsAcribers‘ s.rvic.s ot Lathurst
during the fifteen yecars prior to 1941 ev.r:.,cd 15 litrs -ar annud.
During the war years the rate of devilépazat rec: te 23 linrs per
ennum, 8ad since 1946 tiac sverags annuel dove lopuent i3 reeacd the
high figure of 110 per ranwi. It is estimeted tnot tac f1ture rowth
of subscribers' lines will be 1,700 in 1€33, inercesiag to 2,1C0 in

1958, and reaching 3,150 by 1€73.

g

Development_of the Districk.

27. In ordar to forecest the requiremeants for the Iistrict

for the next twenty yezrs it hzg becn neccssary to rstiurt th-

growth of thc demand for tclephonis in the surroundi-: er--g. i g

has been a difficalt metter as 3athurst hrs proved ~ ost suit:ul:
oloce for the -stablishment of lerge business entirpriscs it ths st
a1 sesrs, 2nd is likely to figure prominently in the acve.:at to
d.ccatralise induetry. Alrecedy thore is merked gro 4h in @i - 3679~
lisin. .3t of sicondary industrics, with a conserueat 1aer +3: 1n

sriasr s industrics upon which they depend for su -1li.s ol rr ¢ f:ri~1s.

Tar sieoni~ry iafastrizs iacluds & lerge cemawry, cwrd~ | J:1.a8 on
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which the products are grownj factorics {or tis nroduction ol
ladies' clothing and shocs; large flour .ailles, butt:r I-ctori-g

and 2 Rabbit Freezing and Ice works, Toeasto a1y rerks, c- ot

pipe works, railway workshops and verious ensin riyy est-blishac~ts.
leny other industries have been prevented rro.. co..ifaclar onersticas
at Bathurst in the past owing to the lack ol sufriciert ster, but
this is now being overcome, a@s a large dam is teiaz coastructed on
Campbell's River, 12 miles above the city, and tais 111 rovi®e

an adequate water supply for further develonaeat ov indusir,s, end
will enable still closer settlement of the rica #lluvi.l .1 ts
round the city. Lack of adequate teleohone fecilities ie the oaly

remaining obstacle to a great exvansion of industrizs is ihe

district.
Inadequacy of Present Exchanje.
28, The present activities are conducted iz two ouildings,

built prior to Federation and transferred to the Comzoniesltn in

1908. These buildings have served departmeatal recu.re.e "is siace
that time without major elterations, and sr: .ow -m.te inade.uate

to meet the needs of Bathurst.

29. The Post Office Building accommodatzs taz Mstal hell,
Postmaster's Office, 1ail room and telegrsbn orersting roow oa

the ground floor, while the postal delivery steff -ud sost2l Lastitnte
activities are located on the first floor.

30. The Telephone Exchancre Building provides sosce .or ag

power and battery rocm, technicians' workshop and storz, tad tae
equipment room on the ground floor. The first floor 2cco.u.od’ies
the District Inspector and staff, the manual exchenge s. itci rooit
and amenities for the operating staff.

31. These two buildings are extremely congested, botw iroc.. tiz
point of view of personnel and equipment, and, during its inszpection,
the Commititee was impressed with the difficulties under wiach che
3t22f ere working in these old buildings. 4s therz is ac .urt er
rooi. o expand the services of the loeal exchonge 1 tihis exizting
buildiang, snd so2ce must be provided, it is nro-tosed to iasuwel &

3CC 1iag ratowftic exchgnge in a temporsry buildiasg ¢ Yaz Sroat
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rortazn o. thz new site in dowick 3treet, vending the provision of
¢.e ‘enraest spree ia the proposed new exchenge building.

3., frung Lines - Due to its geographical location, in the
%irw c. . ro_rsasive farming, agricultural and pastoral distriet,

LtaoaLo co oadesticn facilitiss to surrounding towns and the

O

stres coawit  of interest to both 3ydney and the ‘Western districts
oot douu TTles, Bothurst has become one of the largest communica-
L etbrr o1 the e stern Teblelande area. It is an imvortant
truat s nte.it, ceatre, with direct channels to Sydney and the

swrrev i, Sistricts.

33, Jiditionsl trunk line facilities to Sydney and to other
Ire-3 i oargeatly required, and to provide these the installation

tur long lin: ejuipment is necessary. During the next two

mars eérrier ond Sssocieted ecuipnent must be installed at Bathurst,
cLl.est devdlis tae oresent facilities. It has been necessary, as
& teanorary mersdré, to .ove the District Telephone Officer and his
sta.. to & orsfabricsted building erected on the permanent exchange
sate 1 o rdeh Strest, so that additionsl space may be made available

Ior c2bl: ¢ uipaent in the exdisting buildiag.

)

= < Jew _Trunk Cable is being laid betwecn Sydney and Bathurst

<

to provids mrroved trunk line scrvice in the western portion of New
sGaBa 2les. avovasion is also being wsade for 132 channels on an
2als 12 oty between Sydney aad Nelbourae, and Bathurst will become
£y oolieny stition for this service. The installation of the cable
iz . .11 2dv-ne~d and is now beyond Lithgow, with the section to
<towurnt we be completed shortly. This involves a very large capital
Air.ors and it is desirable that the cable be placed in service
*% 4. irlicst opportunity. This inland route is regarded as
ertzenlirly important also from ¢ defence point of view, 23 it pro~
vad 5 .1 . ltzrnative route to the more vulnerable coastal one. At
W - 5 o blae it provides facilitiis necessary in the dev® lopment of
e i.:lacd country through which it passes, and in which extension of
talitanne services are particulsrly desirable. It is therefore all
1z 0re .acortant that e building suiteble to nousz 211 the ecuioment

Aze v s shedld be constiructed rithout d:xlsy.
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33. fostel Jfeedlitics under the ¢xisting conditions are
:atir-1ly dcsdenuate »nd service to the public can only be carried
o dtih didlieulss. Bvery availebls space is overcrowded, end use
IR 4} .22 on 4rcas which should be reserved for amenities and
0T A0S, 5. Sutlsiactory space for amenities for 21l the staff
¢ 2ant Y. rovii-d until the ultimate post office building is
roeb.d, ous ¢k 21lleviation is required at once from the congasted

1 eraared coadivions operating in the present buildings. As the
ost Oriic. =ui1lding envisaged on the new site in Howick Street will
a0t B Tveiltol: lor yesrs to come, it is essential that some of
tas Jpée % roseat used for telephone purposcs shall re released
ior sestil us.. Tais can only be done when the nc.w automatic tele-
210N, EXCLTN is bullit, thus further demonstrating the urgent
1tesssids oy proceeding with tn: érection of the proposcd building.
3z, ai i r.otult of its inspection of the existing buildings and
sortian, coalitiens, and siter considcration of the various points

4 xn e evidence, the Committec is convinesd that the new

sreat s is czsentierl and urgent, ond the project should b given
forira oriority ia vies of its importent bearing on defence require-

ients énd development o1 thoe country distriets.

]
THE FLAI'S.
37. ~a plins referred to the Committ:. included those for the

“ronesiu 2ate.stic telephons cxchénge et the reor of ths 'site, and
“130 swteh o1 as of the new post office building to be erected on
4. 9'ie. Jtrect frontaz: ~t a3 ‘latc.r dste, and the Committee was
tol. wo consider the usefulniss of the whole site for its ultim=te
wric.  2oior: the decision to erect the ncw exchang: woes put into
vom-e%; snt3ling for the future the use of thiz valuable site.

34, after giving full consideration to the recuirements of

o sxenfnge, and having studicd the plans in the light of the
vid-iee srought forward, the Commitiee 1s satisficd that thc plens
o2 oL cvenfase building are suitable for the purpose =nd will pro-

v.A: -cr  buildingz shich will be effective for meny ye:rs to come.
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39. The plans of the projectod now nost oflic: wert 353

£

considered in detail, es that p7ri of i1t sropoasrl »35 aot v Y:rr
to the Committee at this juncturc. They J.re us..ul, aow ver, ua
determining the best disposition of the ixeh 172 mildins or i
sitez, and it hos-been shown that thoe rutur. d:v-lopu-=t o. i
post office plang will heve to includs ri-.vr L . 36 oo %t roe:
in order to plan a building which will.f1t 22 ot r-diac d v

of 1land which h=s now besn acquir«d for ti yurmos:.

MATERIALS AND LAZOUR
40, The question of the supply of mat.ri~l 5.l louour .or
this projeet, particularly in regard to it: 1ik.l, co.» titiea nath
home building was considered thoroughly oy the Coi.dteic. s
evidence shows that the mojority o amteri~ls to s us & 23 talds
building will be drawn from suppli.s ot uzed 12 5o, bu.ldiiy,
while some of the materisls 7re aveilable loc>1lw Iv - 8 joher-lly
agrecd by the witnesses thot the effcet of this buillinz would net
be fult to ony great extent in the house buildin; rogrnaa: Jfor wh:
district, particularly as 2 very lsrge oerecntore of loe«l irus 3

do not use bricks at 2ll, =nd it is <osentisl “hat ta ne. el

building should be erceted in order to assie. in the develogik at ox
a balanced building progrzmmc for th. ares. Tae Couiiete: 7, Tl23
with this view and recommends that the srork should b. »rocs-ded
with 2s soon as possibls,

BRICK 3UrPLY.
4. Bathurst apwe~rs to bs ia & particularl, acpv, position 1n
regrrd to the supply of bricks for hoildine murpoees. T. vid.reo
shovs thzt the local kilns -re¢ producing <t 2 ratc Su.'f]..cl\.ﬁ"; e
supsly 711l requirements in Bathurst ns well #3 supdly sc... 2 5
from the surrounding districts. The bricks gr: of good -~uslivy,
wnile raw matcri:‘-ls and labour are &vailable to cxpond tu: ndusir s
conziderably. The Comitte. vzs Impressed with ol rossability s of
extcnsion of this industry, cnd, in vie: ol thi sirious siurree o ol

brice in ctacr localitics it ds 3as;ietid that i . wv 03

i
o
¢
)
o
[&
<
O
i

5.0u03 Di Bac v bl a%e usc of dhis srooating i1

3v . icisnt surolas, after loc 1 d=alnds e
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considerable quantities to bé scnt to other locilitivs where
bricks are urgently needed.
42, USE OF EXISTING BUILDINGS.
The sgreement with the State of New South Wales, for
the site upon whiech to build the new exchange, includes a
condition that the two old buildings, °t present being used for
postal and telephone services, shall revert to the Strte as soon
as they are no longer required for their present purposes. This
arrangement will not be possible, of coursc, for & number of
years, until the new post office building #nd th< new telephon:
exchange building are both completud.
43, In the meantime the existing buildings will be used for
expansion of the services badly overcrowded and incressing at *%“¢
present time.
44, Bxisting Post Office Building - There will be an
expansion of the public space nnd corresponding increasc fr cotater '
length, and an increase of the post office activitiecs into the
arca now occupiecd by the Postal Institute. This will 2fford much
needed relicf to the Post Office and Telegraph activities at
Bathurst and should mecet the anticipated nceds of this sgeelion .7
the department in Bathurst for 2 number of years.
45. Bxisting Engincering Buildine - ‘hen the new telephor?
exchange is complited ond the various tclephone and enginecering
activitics are removed to their new locntion, the existing build-
ing will be available for the accommodation of administrative
staffs at present housed in other p-rts of the city, some of thrm
in rented premiscs, and some in 2 prefabricsted building tery.i mil:
placed on the new site.
ELERGENCY POWER PLAFT.
46, It wes steted in evidence that it 1s proposed to insis?
an emergency power plant, which will b in the order of abour 40
kilowatts, so th2t the services mzy be meintained in the event of
2 power failure. The Committec considercd the proposal to ine”. rde
emergency plant in this building in the light of similer propocsiy

in other recent uxchonge projects, rnd incuiri.s wirc mede to ensuve
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that this practice would not ultimately lead to the accumulated
expenditure of large sums of money on costly plent in various
parts of the State, only provided for occasional use. The
Committee was informed, however, that thc plant provided was
small and relatively incxpensive in comperison with the amount
of valuable equipment tc bc meinteined in the exchange, and it
was considered thet the department could not afford to rua the
risk of being uneble to give service in such an important centre
through the lack of a small installaetion, which would cover not
only blackouts but also power failures due to lines breaking,

faulty insulators, or a number of other causcs from time to time.

AMENITIES .
47, The Committec wes conecrned with the inadequacy of the
present amenities which have had to be curtailed in the existing
buildings in the general search for more spPce in which to expand
the sver growing technical neceds. The p ans as referred to the
Committee were subsequently emended, partly by the reduction of
some of the space originally planncd for the various amenities
for the new bullding. Inquiries were made to ensure that the
economics mede in the plans were not carried to the extent of
leaving unsatisfactory arsas for thz gtaffs.
48. The amended plans now provide for Postal Institute and
Library, with folding doors to @ large class room which can be
used for recreation when required. They also provide a lunch room,
locker room, rist room, and first aid room, and inquiries elicited
the 2wnueral opinion that thcse arcas would be sufficient to serve
the necds of biw new building until the new post of fice building
ig crected. Lior. extensive zccouodation and zuwenities for the
staff will be included in the ncw post office building, end & re~
arrang.ment of the staff accomatodetion will be made in order to
ceter for the whole of the staffs in the new exchangsz and post
office buildings which will ultimet.ly be constructed 2s a complete
unit.
49, Some criticism was levelled 2t the placing of the lunch

room next to the toilets, and the general quostion of the plenning
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of toilet accommodation in the various exchanges was considered.
It was stated, in evidence, that the departmental welfare section
had examined the plans and considered that they adequately catered
for the staff who would use them, but it was agreed that further
consideration would be given to this question, following the
Committec's ingquiry.

SECTION 1V, ~_. SUMMARY OF_ CONCLUSIONS.

&0, The following is a list of the recommendations made

by the Committee after a study of the plans and evidence i~

(1) The proposed exchange is essential and urgent,
and thé project should be given a high
priority (paragraph 36).

2 The plans for the exchange building are suitable
for the purpose and will provide a building
which will be effective for many years (paragraph 38).

(3) The site is 2 good on¢ and suitable for the
Bxchangs building as well as for thc new Post
Office at a later date (paragraph 14).

(4) Taterials and labour to be used on the building
will not seriously affect home building, and
the new exchange should be procceded with to
assist in maintaining a balanced building
programme (paragraph 40).

(5) Good quality bricks are available locally, and
it is suggested that steps could be taken to
increcase the output there to prowvide supplies
for use elsewhere also (paragraph 41).

(6) As provision is made for future conversion to full
air conditioning if proved essential, the
Committee is satisfied that the mechanieal
ventiletion 2s plannéd should be installed

now (paragraph 18).
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7) Further consideration should be given by the
Velfare Section to the location and
planning of toilets (paragraph 49).

(8) Owing to the importance of the new trunk cable
from a defence point of view, and in
consideration of the high capital cost in-
volved, it is essential that the new
building be erected as soon as possible,
in order to bring this equipment into

use without delay (paragraph 34).

G.J. RANKIN

Office of the Parlismentary Standing Committee on Public Yorks,
Perlinment House,
CLNBERR: 4.C.7.
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