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DearSir

FACILITIES UPGRADE TO SHOALWATER BAY TRANING AREA,
ROCKHAMPTON (SWBTA), QLD

ReferenceA. Letter from theMemberfor Capricomiadated12 Jul — Submission9

In hersubmissionto thePublicWorksCommitteeon thematterof theUpgradingof Facilities at
ShoalwaterBay Training Area for useby the Joint CombinedTraining Centre, the Federal
Memberfor Capricorniaasks for considerationaboutreducingthe impactof additional training
on the surroundingcommunityandtheenvironment.

The Departmentof Defenceis and would like to be consideredas a good corporatememberof
thecommunity. In May 2005 theGovernmentapproveda $7.4 million Commonwealthgrantof
capital finds over two yearsfor theupgradeand selectivesealingof accessroadsto Shoalwater
Bay Training Area as Defence’sspecific contribution to Livingstone Shire’s roadsof access
programme.

Defenceis openand transparentaboutthe environmentaleffectsof its activities. Defencehas
establishedan Environmental Advisory Committee which is a meeting of neighbours and
interestedgroupsto discussactivities that affect ShoalwaterBay Training Area. The project
commissioneda Public EnvironmentalReport and aspart of that processthe membersof the
EnvironmentalAdvisory Committee had a tour of the proposedsites and all issues were
addressed.

There is no evidencethat DepletedUranium munitions, or vehicles equippedwith Depleted
Uraniumannour,haveeverbeenusedor testedby Australianorforeign forcesat ShoalwaterBay
Training Area, or anyotherAustralianlandtraining range. DepletedUranium munitionsarenot
in the AustralianDefenceForce inventoryandthereforenot permittedfor useby foreign forces,
including theUnited States.
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Claimsthatmilitary traininghasan adverseeffect on environmentalheritageorwildernessvalues
at ShoalwaterBay (or indeedelsewhere)aresimplynot supportedby the facts. Military training
areas in Australia are generally large areas where accessis closely managedand natural
ecosystemprocessesallowedto function. Defencehas strict environmentalguidanceon how to
useatrainingareain a sustainablemanner.Thereforethepossibilityofcontaminationof soil and
waterin andaroundShoalwaterBay is extremelyunlikely.

I trust that this additional informationsatisfiestheCommittee.

Yours sincerely
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