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The has by NSW Department of Primary (DPI) in
to the of Representatives Inquiry into skills

The is divided into sections associated with the various of the Inquiry,

•

1, of In the
sector.

NSW DPI has in and both for youth and
The two CB College,

Tocal, in the Valley and of Agriculture, Yanco in the
Riverina.

Collectively the over 200 annually. Of these 200
and 60 a on sustainability, in

the full of for 2004/05 is to 20,000

The a highly Training
of Agriculture, of 160 in 2004/05.

95% of College in or
to

the no or delivery
the and

for on for and the to
This, the officers, the

and up to are in a and
for NSW DPI is the only of both and

in

The NSW DPI of advisory deliver
NSW. will be Term 3.

The NSW has a direction, Pro-Farm, to on
the and in NSW.

• is a will
the DPI, a of new topics.

• of the will be for landholders,
and

» The will 20 the
State,

• A of 200 DPI education and and will run
courses, with private providers sourced for



2. of in the
of to the for the to

the of

they are largely in the of
and cultural characteristics which need to be if VET
are to be successful. It has found generally 'broad-brush' are

to apply in and situations. Therefore to be to
the not only of regional but the primary occur

of (RDC)
(CRC)

has a but for in VET
CRCs involved, which has VET For the

CRC has very in with VET
the CRC has an VET and an

is by the Cotton CRC.

The has developed a VET
has by the in Australia. Wool

has for VET in

CRCs less or in with the VET to the
VET NSW DPI has in an position to

both in as well as an active
VET

(CBT)

has by NSW DPI its in the 1990s. This
has a of shortcomings in its application to These be

in any of competency-based It is acknowledged
are by a narrow and by

are however significant which to be within CBT to
it and for rural industries.

NSW DPI has it very to included in Training
The is a to occur. This it difficult for

VET to up to the in

by its very is on a historical of an industry.
In are developed over a

are available for the VET sector to apply. This is really driving a
car in the vision mirror.

The is is yesterday's industry
tomorrow's.

NSW DPI has in from a non-English
in the Sydney Basin. These producers require at of the AQTF Levels I-

V. This of levels has it difficult to both apply the of the Training
to to result in a qualification, as well as to

FarmBi$ for support, FarmBi$ did not fond below Level IV out
of the that is relevant to in this client group.



is the CBT to are and
in

do not necessarily reflect the of industry the
For someone working partly in partly in

may find it difficult to obtain a formal qualification are at an
level. The of some of Training should in

The of a in has for
While it is policy to the of the economy, the

is in DPI and to
for

The for youth are often difficult to apply
for For the for are for

III, the in the this of qualification. It
is for a to the due to of

The in are a on the
Any to the the

factors. When are downturns,
in any of a To paying for

is a not to
on in

of a producer's will in
or the as a profession. To

this has not folly to

(AQTF)

NSW DPI has in the application of the AQTF. It has a of
through the held by both of its colleges. The of

AQTF has a in Australian VET. It has brought on a
and the industry is further it a

AQTF has a to in primary

It the only way quality can be is by regulation by
in training. VET training is becoming and and

in and resources into minutiae, in
The and systems that are now in through AQTF are in a

for the of accredited training

The and the involved it difficult for and
to on high quality technical training. They become on the of

to achieve excellence in their of

NSW DPI has provided quality through its and
which comply to AQTF. This high quality would be without AQTF
of the of the staff and the involved.



of VET to

are one of the of the for
The to this is a and

and of VET in has no
for this

As a the of VET in a lot to be This
the a low of formally qualified

the in an of serious
VET and should in a lower

as well as productivity in

of to

The to schools has and both on
a and It is a supply of able

the for a In the community a
and to the economy.

An is in NSW NSW DPI, Royal Society and NSW
to on the to schools. While this is

in its it to to the school In
a has

will collaboration for the effective use of
to to schools.
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It is the
to the

It is the is
it

3, of to

NSW DPI has a 250 and over 90
livestock, horticulture,

use efficiency, soils),
and

NSW DPI the of accredited
for staff to deliver. Over half of DPI* s staff have IV in

&

The NSW has its Pro-Farm initiative.
for

» is a will currently
the DPI, a of new

» Pro-Farm's will be on for Farmers.

« will be for landholders,
and

• will the of the in NSW,

» will 20 the
State.

• A of 200 DPI will run
for

» The DPI will a 50% for of the

» The Pro-Farm will cover a wide of topic and as through
with NSW Farmers* Association, Authorities, NSW

DPI College Advisory Councils and rural in These
such as climate, drought, resources,

property

• will build on the College of
at Yanco in the State's southwest.



NSW DPI to and are
to clients, as well as which

for and to
to at the capacity), or at a community level

is on the by in conjunction with
a 'bottom up* to In all

to and the utilisation, while
the

NSW DPI is to deliver to as it has highly
and in both extension and research, and is to an

and to The
to and extend solutions for is in on-

to its base. The Department's information loop
and staff is unique. A of extension to

the of locally driven solutions for district problems,

are to skills. When a local of
a it can usually be to run in local

for

Livestock:
• and control etc
« of production, Stockplan/DSE,
»
• and tactical

Horticulture:
» IPM
•
» use
« and
• Weed
» Quality

Agronomy:
» Crop and selection,
• Water use
» Top Crop and
«
«
» - acidity, sodicity,
« and
«
»
•

Other:
•
•
• production
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of (VET) in

NSW DPI has extensively in the of VET with both
As a a of are now in the for on
the by in the of VET. An

is the has by of primary
the of NSW DPI in NSW

is now ran

NSW DPI should be to VET to
a in the community. It has

of Prior (RPL) for well
RPL is as a way the and in the

in of This has of
to — in the — the which

in following

/I is &g to
//re 0f FITF in

4. of the In
to the of

agriculture,

in particularly is with in
It is difficult to a critical at an institution, the

the for not
the involved in travel.

as the Program, Natural Trust
the Action for Water are a to

in to in
management,

ll is to l»e
FJET,

7f is £e



Summary
is in but for the of the

and and pollination. The
the by to

and in the and bee

Background
The is based on a of sub-species of the
bee has no of the ^/?/5. Colonies of Apis

in in 1822, This the
is in all

in all one or bee are to be with
of Agriculture, principally for control purposes. The of

in the of hives owned are shown in Table 1.

1. Numbers of beekeepers and numbers of hives in Territory.
State/Territory

New South Wales**
Queensland
Victoria
South Australia**
Western Australia

Tasmania
Total

Beekeepers*
Number

L_JL?56__
3056
1 812
779
930
255

10088

%
32
30
18
8
9
3

100

Hives*
Number
244 736
118664
97773
66731
45289
18380

591 553

%
41
20
17
11
8
3

100
* on include for beekeepers.

for ACT and NT are included in for NSW and SA respectively.

be according to the of hives owned. For
4 hives are considered to be hobbyists, with 5-49

with 50 — 499 are as
owning more 499 hives are full commercial.

2, in each category in each
No. of
hi¥es

owned
1-4

5-49

50-499

>499

Total

of
NSW

1223

1 313
| _ .

156

3256

Qld

1 301

1356

' ^y—

48

3056

Vic

789

734

255

34

1812

SA

260

328

152

39

930

WA

470

261

f— jg3

36

779

Tas

130

79

39

7

255

Total
__J%1_

4173
(41)

4071
(40)
1 524
(15)
320
(4)

10088
_fl§§L_

Seventy to eighty of honey is produced flora, particularly
31 000 honey per with an of production of

$49 million. The value of production when bees, and
pollination are is $65 million. In the overall value of pollination to the '

economy has to be $600 million and $1.2 billion



VB» C, W and R survey, No
03/039).

- the is in to the of persons involved,
are widely

of
1. - the for -

- NS WDPI (i) a 2 day for year, (ii) a 3 day
on one or at Tocal Agric.

College), (iii) in 1 or on
OTEN for in unction with NSWDPI

Univ. of Western the OTEN
for to

- Univ. of Qld, a 3 day year.
Qld DPI has in

Vic.- no Clubs deliver on an

DPI Vic. on OH&S, The Victorian Apiarists" Association has ran
on

SA - no TAPE High Schools provide
on as of their

A 6 day on bee bee is run by the President of the SA
on an as

PIRSA in with ad hoc days,
and

WA - the WA Association not

NT - no or

- to to
EO or are in the of

the by and the of courses which are available.

2. of the in
not is a -

(i) - of honey bee of the
by their bees.

(ii) are in

(iii) - bee for of and
in to be in the

for of the a
to the and in

fields, the of those on

(iv) live bee - a in live for
in the of queen and for the and the

specialised skills in worker for a
month to market

(v) a of beekeepers in producing other by-products of the bee
as comb honey, beeswax, propolis, royal jelly and pollen. All require



In bee the
for

(vi) involved In the of honey, bee products,
and live all not found the
industry.

(vii) associated with the - in the
of beekeeping industry eg. honey and and

machinery, beehive for
in the field. All require for which are not

(viii) of the to be by
in the as of

OH&S, Quality use
of

- the with a of not to be
Current for an 80% of

the is not are
in

3. of
and private are able to provide and advisory

only to of the particular section of the for.
has resulted in few, if any, private to on

bee

is of Agriculture provided
the and to the industry. This is
not as as in the but is in in -

- NSWDPI has 3 fit (full time) officers with advisory and roles, 2 of those
and one p/t (part time) officer.

University has a person a of post involved with •
on honey bees, principally by ACIAR.
Sydney has a a of post

projects.

ACT - CSIRO has 1 p/t principally by ACIAR.
Aust. National University has a a

with projects a

QLD - QDPI has 3 f/t who are advisory regulatory staff with a
to 1 p/t Honey Lab microbiologist, 1 p/t

Vic. - DPIVic. f/t and 2 p/t for activities, and 1 f/t
on a

SA - PIRSA f/t and 1 p/t Not recently in

WA - WA p/t , 1 p/t 1 f/t

NT - NT has 1 p/t advisory/extension person.



- are
on on which industry are

at the The HBRDC has a Five Year in with to
for and for

development.

4. of the
The RIRDC and provides to ACIAR

of projects to
the at an and level.

- of to an by the Australian Government

(i) in for the industry in are at
low There has a history of lack of

to and at the level due to the of the
industry.

(iii) the and bee
can be to on the of the

in

5,
is a for the to

involved in the industry. Two are the
of honey bee for the provision of queen

for the

Jfte
lit lie <?/-

(i) bee The at a of
a bee and bee The would

a to provide fall
for a of

- the for honey bee honey bee would
to be out at a of

- would involved with honey and the
A could be introduced into tertiary and

to provide with a background into honey to
pollination. Advisory extension personnel would develop This

pollination extension with directly with
crops it would be effective, with

with as at present.

- bee

By the roles described, the be to be
supporting. A problem with the establishment is the

Government could provide assistance.



(li) Training of personnel within the industry eg. involved in
bee breeding, crop pollination, and and

would to be at a level to the level
and the offered to courses.

be with
in and the

industry.

J.
LO
9,5.2005.


