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BY:~28 February2006

TheChairman
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRAACT 2600

DearSir,

QuestionsonNoticefrom theJoint StandingCommittee onTreaties Hearing of
27

th

February 2006,Protocol ofAmendmentsto the Convention on theInternational
Hydrographic Organization

Thefollowing additional informationis providedin responseto questionsraisedat the
Committeehearing.

Qi. Which countiesare currently awaiting membershipof theInternationalHydrographic
Organization?

Al. CameroonandIrelandarecurrentlyawaitingtherequirednumberofapprovalsin order
to becomeIHO members.Eachrequiresatotal of47 approvals. Cameroonappliedfor
membershipin June2004andto datehasobtained32 approvals.Irelandappliedfor
membershipin 22 November2004andhassofar obtained38 approvals.

In additionto theabove,Bulgaria,Mauritania,Qatar,RomaniaandSaudiArabiahave
all hadtheirapplicationsfor membershipapprovedbutareyetto deposittheir Instrumentsof
Accession.

Q2. Are there any countries awaiting the rat~fication of the amendmentsto the IHO
Conventionbeforeapplyingfor IHO Membership?

A2. The Australian Hydrographic Service currently has no information relating to the
intentionsofanyothernon-membercountries.



SincethehearingI havereceivedadvicethat in addition to the countrieslisted in the
documentationprovided to the Committee, Morocco and Cyprus have now ratified the
ProtocolofAmendmentsto theIHO Convention.

Yourssincerely
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R. NAIRN
Captain,RAN
Hydrographerof Australia

Tel: (02)4221 8683
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