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Jon StanhopeMLA

CHIEF MINISTER

ATTORNEY GENERAL MINISTERFORTHE ENVIRONMENT
MINISTER FORCOMMUNITY AFFAIRS

MEMBER FORGINNINDERRA

Dr AndrewSouthcottMP
Chair
JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Southcott

Thankyou for yourletterof 1 April 2004 inviting theACT Governmentto makea submission
to theJointStandingCommitteeonTreatiesinquiries into theAgreementbetweenthe
GovernmentofAustralia andtheGovernmentofNewZealandfor theEstablishmentofa Joint
Schemefor theRegulationof TherapeuticProducts,andon the WorldHealth Organization
FrameworkConventionon TobaccoControl.

TheACT Governmenthasthefollowing briefcomments.

AgreementbetweentheGovernment ofAustralia and the Government of New Zealand
for theEstablishmentof a Joint Schemefor the Regulation ofTherapeutic Products

TheACT Governmentsupportsbindingtreatyactionin regardto theAgreementandfully
supportstheestablishmentof ajoint agencyto regulatetherapeuticproductsmanufactured
anddistributedin eithercountry.

TheNationalDrugsandPoisonsSchedulingCommittee(NDPSC),which includes
representativesofall StatesandTerritories,theCommonwealth,andNew Zealand,aswell as
specialistexpertsin toxicologyhas,throughits Trans-TasmanHarmonisationWorking Party,
developedaharmonisedapproachto theschedulingofdrugs,medicinesandpoisonsbetween
AustraliaandNewZealandoverthepastfive orso years.

TheNationalCoordinatingCommitteeon TherapeuticGoods(NCCTG) is thepolicy making
body for theNPPSC,andfacilitatestheharmonisationoflegislativeandadministrative
controlson therapeuticgoodsandpoisonsin bothcountries.TheNCCTGcomprises
representativesoftheCommonwealth(TherapeuticGoodsAdministration— TGA), Stateand
Territoryhealthauthorities,andan observerfrom theNew ZealandMinistry of Health.
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TheNCCTGsupportsthejoint venture,andall representativeshaveagreedto the
establishmentofa singlebodymodelledon theTGA to overseetheharmonisedregulationof
therapeuticproductsin bothcountries.

TheACT Government,which is representedon both theNDPSCandtheNCCTG,hasbeen
involvedin discussionsaboutthis treatyfrom its genesisandfully supportsthetreatybetween
thetwo countries.

World Health Organisation Framework Convention on TobaccoControl (FCTC)

Theadoptionof theFCTC is amajorstep forwardin combatingtheworld-wide “tobacco
epidemic”,which is predictedto leadto the lossof 10 million lives ayearby theyear2030.
TheFCTC is theworld’s first globaltobaccocontroltreatyandis expectedto havean
especiallysignificantimpactin countriesthat currentlyhavelittle orno tobaccocontrol
legislationandhavenot devotedsignificantresourcesto anti-tobaccomeasures.

TheACT Governmentcontributedto thedevelopmentofAustralia’snationalpositionin the
negotiationoftheFCTC throughCommonwealth-State-Territoryconsultations.TheACT is
comfortablewith thescopeandapplicationof theConvention,andsupportsbindingtreaty
action.

I hopethatthesecommentsareofassistanceto theJoint Committeein its inquiriesinto these
treaties.

Yourssincerely

<K
JbnStanhopeMLA
ChiefMinister
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