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Dear Committee Secretary 
 
Please accept this submission to the review of the Agreement on Operational and Strategic 
Cooperation between Australia and the European Police Office [2007] ATNIF 9. 
 
In general I support efforts enhance cooperation with Europol, in recognition of the changing 
realities of law enforcement within the increasingly integrated European community.  
 
I have one concern one aspect of this treaty which strikes me as imbalanced. Where personal 
data is supplied by Europol to Australia, a more comprehensive range of safeguards applies 
(article 9) than when Australia supplies information to Europol (article 8). This may reflect 
the stronger protection of information privacy required under European human rights law.  
 
It is a cause for concern that the personal data of Australians, when transmitted to Europe, 
does not receive an equivalent level of protection as that enjoyed by Europeans when their 
data is shared with Australia. At a minimum, an explanation for this discrepancy is desirable.  
 
Yours sincerely 
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