
SUBMISSIONNO 8

TheSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse,Canberra
Email: jsct@aph.gov.au

DearSir/Madam

I wish to registera strongobjectionto thelimited time for submissionson13 proposed
internationaltreatiesincluding anAgreementwith Uruguayon Promotionand
Protectionof Investments,anAgreementwith Egypton thePromotionandProtection
of InvestmentandthePacificAgreementonCloserEconomicRelations(PACER).
Thetwo bilateral investmenttreatiescontaininvestor-statecomplaintsmechanisms
whichallow corporationsto challengegovernmentlegislationandto suegovernments
for damages.We objectto theseprovisionsasanunderminingof democratic
governanceandanexpansionof legalpowersfor corporationswhichcanalready
exercisehugeeconomicinfluenceon governments.

ThePacific Agreementon CloserEconomicRelations(PACER) is anagreementwhich
providestheframeworkfor futurefreetradeagreementswhichwould includethe
removalof all tradeandinvestmentbarriersbetweenAustraliaandNew Zealandand
themuchsmallerandvulnerableeconomiesof thePacific Islands.It is proposedthat
Australiaratify thePACERAgreementatthePacificIslandsForumin August2002.
Non- governmentorganisationsin thePacificIslandshavenotedthatPACERhasnot
beenwidely debatedby thepublic orby parliamentsin theregionandhaveraisedthe
following questions:

• theimpactof a freetradeagreementsontraditionalcommunalownershipof land
andontheability to regulateuseof naturalresourcessuchasmineralsandtimber

• theimpactof freetradein governmentprocurementonthe ability of governmentsto
encouragelocal developmentthroughpurchasingproductsfrom local firms

• theimpactof liberalisationof food importsonfoodsecurityandhealth.Studiesof
countriessuchasFiji andTongahaveshownthat cheapfood importshaveundercut
local foodproducts,drivenlocal farmersoutof businessandhaveled to higher
consumptionof fattyandhigh-carbohydratefoodswith consequenthealthimpacts

We askthatthecommitteeconsiderthesequestionscarefullyandif necessaryextend
thetime for theinquiry.
Yourssincerely,

Mail O’Callaghan
NationalProgramManager
Union Aid Abroad-APHEDA
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