
SUBMISSION NO 4

The Secretary
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse,Canberra
Email: jsct@aph.gov.au

DearSir/Madam

I wishto registera strongobjectionto thelimited time for submissionson13
proposedinternationaltreatiesincludinganAgreementwith Uruguayon
PromotionandProtectionof Investments,anAgreementwith Egypton the
Promotion-andProtectionof InvestmentandthePacificAgreementonCloser
EconomicRelations(PACER).

Thetwo bilateral investmenttreatiescontaininvestor-statecomplaints
mechanismswhichallow corporationsto challengegovernmentlegislationand
to suegovernmentsfor damages.We objectto theseprovisionsasan
underminingof democraticgovernanceandanexpansionof legalpowersfor
corporationswhichcanalreadyexercisehugeeconomicinfluenceon
governments.

ThePacificAgreementonCloserEconomicRelations(PACER)is anagreement
whichprovidestheframeworkfor future freetradeagreementswhich would
includetheremovalof all tradeandinvestmentbarriersbetweenAustraliaand
New Zealandandthemuchsmallerandvulnerableeconomiesof thePacific
Islands.It is proposedthatAustraliaratify thePACERAgreementatthePacific
IslandsForumin August2002.Non-governmentorganisationsin thePacific
IslandshavenotedthatPACERhasnotbeenwidely debatedby thepublic
orby parliamentsin theregionandhaveraisedthefollowing questions:

• theimpactof afreetradeagreementson traditionalcommunalownershipof
landandon theability to regulateuseof naturalresourcessuchasminerals
andtimber

• theimpactof freetradein governmentprocurementontheability of
governmentsto encouragelocal developmentthroughpurchasingproducts
from local firms

• theimpactof liberalisationof foodimportson foodsecurityandhealth.
Studiesof countriessuchasFiji andTongahaveshownthat cheapfood
importshaveundercutlocal foodproducts,drivenlocalfarmersoutof
businessandhaveled to higherconsumptionof fatty andhigh-carbohydrate
foodswith consequenthealthimpacts



We askthatthecommitteeconsiderthesequestionscarefullyandif necessary
extendthetimefor theinquiry.

Yourssincerely

JamesArvanitakis


