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TheSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse
Canberra
DearSir/Madam

I wishto registera strongobjectionto thelimited time for submissionson 13 proposed
internationaltreaties,includinganAgreementwith UruguayonPromotionand
Protectionof Investments,anAgreementwith Egypton thePromotionandProtection
of InvestmentandthePacificAgreementonCloserEconomicRelations(PACER).
Thetwo bilateral investmenttreatiescontaininvestor-statecomplaintsmechanisms
whichallow corporationsto challengegovernmentlegislationandto suegovernments
for damages.Weobjectto theseprovisionsasanunderminingof democratic
governanceandanexpansionof legalpowersfor corporationswhich canalready
exercisehugeeconomicinfluenceongovernments.

ThePacificAgreementonCloserEconomicRelations(PACER)is anagreementwhich
providestheframeworkfor futurefreetradeagreementswhichwould includethe
removalof all tradeandinvestmentbarriersbetweenAustraliaandNew Zealandand
themuchsmallerandvulnerableeconomiesof thePacific Islands.It is proposedthat
Australiaratify thePACERAgreementatthePacific IslandsForumin August2002.
Non-governmentorganisationsin thePacific IslandshavenotedthatPACERhasnot
beenwidely debatedby thepublicorby parliamentsin theregionandhaveraisedthe
following questions:

• theimpactof afreetradeagreementsontraditionalcommunalownershipof land
andon theability to regulateuseof naturalresourcessuchasmineralsandtimber

• the impactof freetradein governmentprocurementon theability of governmentsto
encouragelocal developmentthroughpurchasingproductsfrom local firms

• the impactof liberalisationof food importsonfoodsecurityandhealth.Studiesof
countriessuchasFiji andTongahaveshownthatcheapfood importshaveundercut
local food products,drivenlocal farmersout of businessandhaveled to higher
consumptionof fatty andhigh-carbohydratefoodswith consequenthealthimpacts

I askthatthe committeeconsiderthesequestionscarefully,extendingthedurationof
theinquiry to ensurethiscanoccur.

Yours sincerely

TonyTroughton-Smith


