
SUBMISSION NO 2

The Secretary
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse,Canberra

DearSir/Madam

On behalfof theStopMAI Coalition,WesternAustralia,I wishto registera
strongobjectionto theabsurdlimitation of timefor public submissionsin
referenceto 13 proposedinternationaltreatiesincluding anAgreementwith
UruguayonPromotionandProtectionof Investments,anAgreementwith Egypt
on thePromotionandProtectionof InvestmentandthePacificAgreementon
CloserEconomicRelations(PACER).

Thetwo bilateral investmenttreatiescontaininvestor-statecomplaints
mechanismswhich allow corporationsto challengegovernmentlegislationand
to suegovernmentsfor damages.We objectto theseprovisionsasan
underminingof democraticgovernanceandanexpansionof legalpowersfor
corporationswhichcanalreadyexercisehugeeconomicinfluenceon
governments.

ThePacificAgreementonCloserEconomicRelations(PACER)is anagreement
whichprovidestheframeworkfor future freetradeagreementswhichwould
includetheremovalof all tradeandinvestmentbarriersbetweenAustraliaand
New Zealandandthemuchsmallerandvulnerableeconomiesof thePacific
Islands.It is proposedthat Australiaratify thePACERAgreementat thePacific
IslandsForumin August2002.Non-governmentorganisationsin thePacific
IslandshavenotedthatPACERhasnot beenwidely debatedby thepublic or by
parliamentsin theregionandhaveraisedthefollowing questions:

• theimpactof afreetradeagreementsontraditional communalownershipof
landandontheability to regulateuseof naturalresourcessuchasminerals
andtimber

• theimpactof freetradein governmentprocurementontheability of
governmentsto encouragelocal developmentthroughpuTrchasingproducts
fromlocal firms

• theimpactof liberalisationof food importson foodsecurityandhealth.
Studiesof countriessuchasFiji andTongahaveshownthat cheapfood
importshaveundercutlocal foodproducts,drivenlocal farmersoutof
businessandhaveled to higherconsumptionof fatty andhigh-carbohydrate
foodswith consequenthealthimpacts.



Weaskthatthecommitteeconsiderthesequestionscarefullyandif necessary
extendthetimefor theinquiry.

Yours faithfully

Brian Jenkins
Hon. Sec.,StopMAI Coalition,WesternAustralia


