
The Uniting Church in Australia
Synod of Victoria Justice and International Mission Unit
130 Little Collins St Melbourne 3000 Phone: 03 9251 5271 Fax: 03 9650 4490

8 May2002
TheSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse
Canberra,ACT, 2600

DearSecretary,

International Convention for theSuppressionof Terrorist Bombings

I am writing on behalf of the Justiceand InternationalMission Unit, Uniting Church in
Australia, Synodof Victoria, to supportAustraliaaccedingto the InternationalConvention
for theSuppressionofTerroristBombingsif safeguardsarein placeto ensurethatthis treaty
doesnot violateAustralia’sotherhumanrightsobligations.

TheUnit believesthat throughtheteachingsofJesus,He callson all Christiansto rejectthe
ways of violence and insteadput their efforts into radical peace-makinginitiatives. We
believethat this should form amoral basisto guideoursociety.Therefore,theUnit supports
actionto deterterrorismin anyform, providedsuchactiondoesnotviolate otherbasichuman
rights standards.

Our supportfor Australiaaccedingto the International Conventionfor the Suppressionof
TerroristBombingswould be conditionalon theAustralianlegislationbringingthetreaty into
force explicitly stating that no one suspectedof a terroristbombing will be extraditedto a
countrywherethereareany groundsto suspectthepersonmaybe:
• tortured;
• ill-treated;
• extrajudiciallyexecuted;
• subjectto thedeathpenalty;
• subjectedto prolongeddetentionwithouttrial; or
• deniedtheright to apromptfair trial that meetsinternationalstandardsfor afair trial.

Yourssincerely,

RevDavidPargeter
Director
JusticeandInternationalMissionUnit
Uniting ChurchCentre
130 Little Collins St
Melbourne,Victoria, 3000
Phone:(03) 9251 5271
Fax: (03) 9650 4490
E-mail: david.pargeter@vic.uca.org.au
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