
SUBMISSION NO 13

TheSecretary
Joint StandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse,Canberra

DearSir/Madam

I wish to registera strongobjectionto the limited timefor submissionson
13 proposedinternationaltreatiesincludinganAgreementwith Uruguayon
PromotionandProtectionofInvestments,anAgreementwith Egypton the
PromotionandProtectionofInvestmentandthePacific AgreementonCloser
EconomicRelations(PACER).
Thetwo bilateralinvestmenttreatiescontaininvestor-statecomplaints
mechanismswhichallowcorporationsto challengegovernmentlegislationand
to suegovernmentsfor damages.We objectto theseprovisionsasan
underminingofdemocraticgovernanceandanexpansionoflegal powersfor
corporationswhich canalreadyexercisehugeeconomicinfluenceon
governments.
ThePacificAgreementonCloserEconomicRelations(PACER)is an agreement
whichprovidestheframeworkfor futurefreetradeagreementswhichwould
includetheremovalofall tradeandinvestmentbarriersbetweenAustralia
andNewZealandandthemuchsmallerandvulnerableeconomiesofthePacific
Islands.It is proposedthatAustraliaratify thePACERAgreementatthe
Pacific IslandsForumin August2002.Non- governmentorganisationsin the
Pacific IslandshavenotedthatPACERhasnotbeenwidely debatedbythe
publicorby parliamentsin theregionandhaveraisedthefollowing
questions:
® theimpactofafreetradeagreementson traditionalcommunalownershipof
landandon theability to regulateuseof naturalresourcessuchas
mineralsandtimber
® theimpactoffreetradein governmentprocurementon theability of
governmentsto encouragelocaldevelopmentthroughpurchasingproductsfrom
local firms
® theimpactof liberalisationoffoodimportson foodsecurityandhealth.
Studiesof countriessuchasFiji andTongahaveshownthat cheapfood
importshaveundercutlocal foodproducts,drivenlocal farmersoutof
businessandhaveledto higherconsumptionoffattyandhigh-carbohydrate
foodswith consequenthealthimpacts
Weaskthatthecommitteeconsiderthesequestionscarefullyandif
necessaryextendthetime forthe inquiry.
Yourssincerely

Mr Robin F. Borton
1455 MtBawBAwrd
Icy Creek
Victoria 3833


